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Somewhere Over 
The Rainbow in 
Noe Valley 
There Are June Pride Events, 
Including a ‘Sistory’ Tour  

By Kit Cameron 

Noe Valley, on the quieter side of 
Castro hill, nevertheless has a 

robust set of events for June Pride 
Month. To start, you are not going to 
want to miss the Sisters of Perpetual 
Indulgence when they share their 
“Sistory” Wednesday, June 7, at 7 p.m., 
at Bethany Methodist Church.  

The self-proclaimed “order of queer 
and trans nuns” has used humor and wit 
to fight against bigotry, complacency, 
and guilt for over 40 years. From their 
response to the AIDS crisis to the more 
recent dust-up with a major league 
baseball team, the Sisters have been out 
in front of just about every major politi-
cal or social change in San Francisco 
since their founding in 1979. 

Sister Morticia Mourningwood, who 
also is a member of Bethany, says, “We 
are nuns to those who know not who to 
worship. We minister to those who 
might have had church walls used 
against them. And we stand on the 
shoulders of countless Sisters before us 
who gave their lives so that we may 
keep this platform.” 

Pride Month continues at the church 
for the next three Wednesday evenings. 
On June 14, the documentary 
Screaming Queens: The Riot at 
Compton’s Cafeteria will give us the 
story of trans women and drag queens 
who fought back against the police at 
the Tenderloin cafeteria in 1966. The 
2005 film, directed by Victor Silverman 
and Susan Stryker, points out that the 
uprising occurred three years before the 
more famous Stonewall Inn battle in 
New York. 

June 21 brings a second sobering 
documentary: Call Her Ganda, about 
the 2005 murder of a Filipina trans 
woman named Jennifer Laude and the 
subsequent trial of Joseph Pemberton, 

A Touching Way 
Of Talking to 
Animals 
That’s What Anne Snowball 
Hopes to Share With Humans 

By Kit Cameron 

On a hill high up in Noe Valley, 
with a terrace filled with the flick-

er and buzz of hummingbirds, sits the 
home of a miracle worker. Anne 
Snowball, body healer, therapist, and 
“elephant whisperer,” is saying hello to 
her recently deceased cat. 

“A day after Tango passed, a gray 
squirrel made its way up to my deck. 
They never come here. I knew it was 
him.”  

As she spoke, a frisky gray squirrel 
crossed in front of her open sliding 
door. “Well, there he is, come to check 
up on me. Hi, Tango!” 

For three decades, Snowball has been 

interpreting the language and special 
needs of animals. When not traveling to 
Asia and Africa to offer her therapeutic 

touch to elephants, she has been sharing 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

Noe Filmmaker 
Has Secret Song 
In SF Doc Fest 
Director’s Debut Inspired by 
Music Teacher 

By Matthew S. Bajko 

Both of Samantha Campbell’s chil-
dren attended the private San 

Francisco School in the city’s Portola 
District. It is how the Hoffman Avenue 
resident came to know the school’s 
longtime music teacher Doug Goodkin. 

When she learned that Goodkin 
planned to retire in 2020 after 45 years 
at the school, Campbell decided track-
ing Goodkin’s last year of teaching 
would make a compelling subject for 
her first documentary. Goodkin agreed 
to be filmed, as did his music instructor 
colleagues James Harding and Sofia 
Lopez-Ibor. They all follow the Orff 
Schulwerk approach to music educa-
tion, which combines lessons on music, 
movement, speech, math, and drama in 

a manner similar to how children play. 
“It is a really amazing amount of 

organization and technique that the 
children have to engage in. I thought 

everyone should see this because it 
seemed so transformational for the  

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

June 2023Vol. XLVII, No. 6

™

Noe’s Elephant Whisperer Anne Snowball communes with animals of all kinds, including 

the hummingbirds and squirrels near her home on Grand View Terrace.      Photo by Kit Cameron

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7

Salsa Cubana dancing May 13 at the 
Noe Valley Town Square. It was sizzling.    

    Photo by Art Bodner

All in the Mix: Making a documentary often presents challenges, like a pandemic shutdown, 

say. Still, Noe Valley director Samantha Campbell was able to keep the music playing in The 
Secret Song, her film about popular teacher Doug Goodkin (center).    Photo courtesy Lansia Wann 
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448 Cortland Avenue • Bernal Heights • San Francisco •  94110

Free Parking

Across the Street

In our Very Own 

Parking Lot !

We Accept:

ATM Cards
Discover Cards
MasterCard & Visa
Elec. Food Stamps & EBT

Store Hours:
7:00 am - 9:00 pm

Every Day!
Sales e昀ective June 2-25, 2023

 THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING AT THE GOOD LIFE   THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING AT THE GOOD LIFE 

Freedom... Pride... ChoiceFreedom... Pride... Choice
Stay Strong... One Voice!Stay Strong... One Voice!

Peaches, Plums and Melons GalorePeaches, Plums and Melons Galore
Summer Specials All Over Our StoreSummer Specials All Over Our Store

Happy Pride Month!
Sweet New Treat To Eat! 
Organic Caramel Chocolate

Waterloo
Sparkling Water
         8 pack

2/$10

Wonderful
Pistachios
10 oz -reg 6.95 
Roasted & Salted Variety Only

$5.95

MyMochi
Ice Cream
6/1.5 oz -reg 8.29

$6.49

Santa Cruz
Lemonades
32 oz -reg 3.99

2/$6

Claussen
Pickles
24 oz -reg 5.49

$4.99

Sunday June 18

Taverrite’s
Sausages
12 oz -reg 9.79

$7.49
Annie’s
Organic Dressing
8 oz -reg 7.79

$4.79

Cascadian Farm
Organic French Fries
16 oz -reg 7.49

$4.49

We don’t just talk the talk,
we walk the walk.

Our care is one-of-a kind.
We don't just treat symptoms. We treat your child from the inside out.

We find the right remedy.
We gladly offer safe alternatives to antibiotics when appropriate.

We offer house calls.
Kids don’t come with manuals. Let us be your village.

We’re always here.
Your GetzWell pediatrician is available 24/7. Just call or email. We’ll answer.

We are what we eat.
We believe nutrition and functional medicine are powerful ingredients for growing kids.

415.826.1701 | WWW.GETZWELL .COM
1701 CHURCH ST,  SAN FRANCISCO  |   1800 UNION ST,  SAN FRANCISCO

https://getzwell.com/
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• Top 4 San Francisco Listing Agent 2022
• Top 8 Overall San Francisco Agent 2022
• Top 6 Listing & Overall SF Agent Q1 2023
• Noe Valley Property Owner
• Stellar marketing, intelligent strategy, amazing results!

21 Homestead Street  |  Sold for $2,500,000
www.ViewsInNoe.com

642 Diamond Street  |  Sold for $3,400,000
www.DreamOnDiamond.com

SOLD

All the homes Jessica has sold so far in 2023 sold for over the list price and most received multiple offers. Inventory is at an all time low, 
so good homes have been wildly competitive. Our market has so far survived bank collapses, climbing mortgage interest rates, and much 
more. If you have a Noe Valley home you are thinking about selling, now is a great time because buyer competition is high, and seller 
competition is low. For now. Call Jessica to go over your options and 昀nd out how your home will perform in today’s market. She is the 
expert you have been looking for!

As a top SF realtor for 15 years, Jessica is an expert at timing, strategy and preparing property for successful sales. If you are 
considering selling your home, make sure to interview Jessica, and let her intelligence, experience, and wisdom guide you!
Her record of success speaks for itself. Call Jessica today at 415.341.7177 for a free, no-strings estimate of your home’s value.

Compass is a licensed real estate broker (01991628) in the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed 
reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. Exact dimensions can be 
obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed. Stats based on 2022 & Q1 2023 SFH MLS data at the time of print.

24 & 24B Hill Street  |  Sold for $3,325,000
www.LibertyHillDream.com

SOLD
SOLD

JESSICA BRANSON
Work With The Best In 2023

Jessica@JessicaBranson.com   |   www.JessicaBranson.com   |   DRE 01729408

Saving on HOA Insurance
has never been easier.

Get an instant quote online or call:
honeycombinsurance.com
415.463.7952

Bay area leading insurance
provider for condo associations.

Hassle-Free online quote in less
than 5 minutes.

Dedicated agents that help you
get the coverage you really need.

Up to 40% savings compared to
other carriers.

mailto:Jessica@JessicaBranson.com
https://www.viewsinnoe.com/
https://www.dreamondiamond.com/
https://www.libertyhilldream.com/
https://honeycombinsurance.com/
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Stop, You’re Making Us Flush 
Editor: 

Thank you for such an excellent article 
in the May 2023 Voice (“Prefab Bathroom 
May Reach Town Square by Fall,” by 
Matthew S. Bajko). [I liked it] not just 
because you included my scatological 
punnery but because, Matthew, you wrote 
such a nuanced and smartly written piece 
about Noe Valley’s “Toiletgate.” 

Leslie Crawford, Events Coordinator 
Noe Valley Town Square 
 

Close Encounter of the Coyote Kind 
Editor: 

I have lived at Clipper and Sanchez for 
35 years. My very first coyote sighting 
was a couple of nights ago [in early May] 
around 11 p.m., when I was taking my 
dog out for her last break before bed.  

In the bright lights at the Clipper and 
Sanchez intersection was what I initially 
thought was a large-ish shepherd. When I 
recognized it for a wild canid and then for 
a coyote, my dog barked at it and I loudly 
yelled. It then moved on towards 24th 
Street, where the restaurants could still 
have been open. Was it looking for refuse 
in their trash bins? 

Chris Mende 
Sanchez Street 
 

Scaling New Peaks 
Editor: 

OOnnee  yyeeaarr  aaggoo  tthhiiss  mmoonntthh  ((MMaayy  22002222)),,  
tthhee  VVooiiccee  hheellppeedd  aannnnoouunnccee  tthhee  llaauunncchh  ooff  
mmyy  bbuussiinneessss,,  FFiirrsstt  PPeeaakk  
((wwwwww..ffiirrssttppeeaakk..ccoo))!!  AAfftteerr  aa  ffuullll  llaapp  
aarroouunndd  tthhee  ssuunn,,  II’’mm  eexxcciitteedd  ttoo  aaggaaiinn  sshhaarree  
mmyy  tthhaannkkss,,  aass  wweellll  aass  ssoommee  uuppddaatteess::    

FFiirrsstt  PPeeaakk  mmaakkeess  aaddvveennttuurree  ccllootthheess  ffoorr  
bbaabbiieess  aanndd  ttooddddlleerrss,,  aallll  ddeessiiggnneedd  aanndd  
mmaannuuffaaccttuurreedd  iinn  tthhee  BBaayy  AArreeaa  ffrroomm  eeccoo--
ffrriieennddllyy,,  ooddoorr--rreessiissttaanntt  ffaabbrriiccss..  SSiinnccee  wwee  

llaasstt  ccoommmmuunniiccaatteedd,,  wwee’’vvee  eexxppaannddeedd  oouurr  
lliinnee  ttoo  iinncclluuddee  aallll--sseeaassoonn  llaayyeerrss  lliikkee  
sswweeaattsshhiirrttss  aanndd  ffllaannnneellss  ((tthhee  llaatttteerr  aarree  
mmaaddee  ooff  uuppccyycclleedd  ooyysstteerr  sshheellllss  aanndd  ddiiss--
ccaarrddeedd  wwaatteerr  bboottttlleess——hhooww  ccooooll  iiss  tthhaatt??)),,  
aanndd  wwee’’vvee  ssttaarrtteedd  mmaakkiinngg  pprroodduuccttss  iinn  
ssiizzeess  rraannggiinngg  ffrroomm  33  mmoonntthhss  ttoo  44TT..    

TThhiiss  ccoommppaannyy  wwaass  bboorrnn  oouutt  ooff  mmyy  
eexxppeerriieennccee  rraaiissiinngg  mmyy  bbaabbyy  iinn  NNooee  
VVaalllleeyy..  TThhiiss  nneeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd  iiss  ppaarrtt  ooff  oouurr  
DDNNAA,,  aanndd  II’’mm  ssoo  ggrraatteeffuull  ttoo  kkeeeepp  ggrrooww--
iinngg  wwiitthh  yyoouurr  ssuuppppoorrtt..  HHeerree’’ss  ttoo  mmaannyy  
mmoorree  ppeeaakkss  ttoo  ccoommee!!  

Jocelyn Newman 
Diamond Street 
 

Missing the Rotisserie 
Editor: 

Do you have the scoop on why Village 
Rotisserie closed (in April after almost 
two years at 4063 24th St.)?  

It’s really sad to see another neighbor-
hood business shutter. It was a welcome 
addition to our culinary offerings. 

Tita Bell 
22nd Street 
 

Editor’s Note: In response to our own 
query, Village Rotisserie co-owner 
Priscilla Dosiou wrote the Voice: “There 
were multiple reasons—personal and 
business—that prompted the decision to 
close. We were incredibly sad to do so. 
We loved being a part of the community 
in such a meaningful way. We feel better 
knowing that the new tenants will surely 
deliver something fantastic to the neigh-
borhood, which we’re excited to see.” We 
learned in April the new lessee would be 
Tacolicious and that if all went well, the 
restaurant would open this fall. 
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April—Not the 
Cruelest Month 

According to the San Francisco 
Police Department’s digital map of 

incident reports, there were 55 incidents 
reported in Noe Valley in April, making 
the month a relatively quiet one. (There 
were 78 incidents in April of last year.) 

As usual, the largest number (15) 
were in the larceny/theft category, cov-
ering things like package thefts or 
thefts from cars. Still, 15 was the low-
est count in that category in two years. 

Burglary was a close second, with 13 
incidents reported, including eight 
home break-ins. Police classified nine 
other incidents as “malicious mischief.” 

The data also showed eight cars and 
one truck were stolen in Noe Valley. 
(An attempted auto theft was foiled.) 

Happily, there were no street rob-
beries, though the data showed two 
assaults and one report of family 
domestic violence. 

To file a police report—it’s never too 
late—go to a nearby station or visit 

www.SanFranciscoPolice.org (look for 
the Get Service menu). You can also 
call 3-1-1 or 415-701-2311.  

To contact Mission Station (Attn: 
Captain Thomas Harvey), email 
SFPDMissionStation@sfgov.org. For 

Ingleside Station, email Acting Captain 
Kevin Knoble or Captain Derrick Lew 
at SFPDInglesideStation@sfgov.org. 

The Voice culled the data for this issue 
from Data.sfgov.org on May 19, 2023. 

—Corrie M. Anders, Sally Smith   

L E T T E R S  6 3 ¢

C R I M E  S N A P S H OT  
Noe Valley Incident Reports July 2022 – April 2023 

Incident Type Jul22 Aug22 Sep22 Oct22  Nov22 Dec22 Jan23 Feb23 Mar23 Apr23 

Larceny/Theft 37 43        28 41 41 26 32 17 21 15 

Burglary 18 20        16 25 10 17 11 10 13 13 

Malicious Mischief 0 5        10 7 7 6 3 4 9 9 

Motor Vehicle Theft 14 13        16 13 25 10 15 10 14 10 

Assault 0 3          5 7 3 1 7 3 8 2 

Robbery 3 0          1 4 1 1 1 0 3 0 

Other Misc. 5 4          5 10 6 1 5 5 6 5 

Fraud 5 1          0 0 4 6 3 3 1 0 

Family D. Violence 8 2          0 0 1 0 1 2 0 1 

Vandalism 0 2          2 0 0 2 1 1 1 0 

   Totals 90 93        83 107 98 70 79 55 76 55 

Source: Dataset titled “Map of Police Department Incident Reports: 2018 to Present” at Data.sfgov.org/Public-

Safety/Police-Department-Incident-Reports-2018-to-Present/wg3w-h783. This dataset includes police incident 

reports filed by officers and by individuals through self-service online reporting for non-emergency cases. 

Disclaimer: The San Francisco Police Department does not guarantee the accuracy, completeness, timeliness, or cor-

rect sequencing of the information, as the data is subject to change as modifications or updates are completed. The 

Noe Valley Voice scraped the April 2023 data on May 19, 2023. “Noe Valley” on the SFPD map is bounded by 21st 

Street, San Jose Avenue/Guerrero Street, 30th Street, and Grand View Avenue/Diamond Heights Boulevard.

editor@noevalleyvoice.com
 www.NoeValleyPet.com   |   1451 Church Street   |   415.282 .7385

SIT. STAY. PLAY.

We now sell High Tail 
Hikes collars and leads; 
durable, colorful and 
waterproof.

We now sell Open Farm 
gently cooked food for 
dogs, the bridge between 
frozen raw and kibble.

editor@noevalleyvoice.com
https://www.firstpeak.co/
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One of the great lessons of the 
pandemic has been learning 
how to hold grief and gratitude 

in both hands, giving both equal weight 
and attendance. The losses have been 
many, great and small. There is grief for 
the million and counting who have died 
from the virus in the U.S. We lost the 
ability to be at deathbeds, wakes, memo-
rials, weddings, birthdays, and a multi-
tude of gatherings that are important to 
the human spirit. There were the losses 
of favorite businesses, of careers, and 
schooling interrupted. The losses contin-
ue. We know in our bones now that all 
plans are tentative.  

There has also been gratitude. 
Gratitude for simply being alive, for our 
loved ones who have survived, for vac-
cines, for Paxlovid. In Noe Valley, there 
is gratitude that beloved restaurants and 
businesses like Novy and When Modern 
Was are still thriving.  

For many of us, there is gratitude for 
Zoom and other forms of what has 
become known as “telehealth.” 

I am a psychotherapist who has had 
an office on 24th Street for 30 years. My 
office is in a suite of offices not unlike 
many others that flourished in Noe 
Valley before the pandemic. Usually on 
second floors, we have practiced in ren-
ovated residential buildings that got con-
verted decades ago into commercial 
spaces. We’ve practiced our trade above 
the cafes, bagel shops, and retail stores 
along 24th Street and up and down 
Church Street. Our clients bring in cups 
of coffee from Martha’s or Bernie’s and 
shopping bags from Just for Fun or 
Xela. Our clients’ presence in Noe 
Valley was part and parcel of the neigh-
borhood and significant to the economy.  

For over a year, all of that stopped. 
My grief over not being able to be in my 
office was tempered with gratitude for 
the rapid shift to telehealth. It led to a 

paradox: I was losing the intimacy of 
being with clients in person yet I was 
getting to know their kids and pets when 
they interrupted our sessions. Also, the 
intimacy of the therapy room was being 
replaced by the intimacy of going 
through this strange experience together.  

How much to self-disclose as a thera-
pist is always a question, but Covid has 
loosened the boundaries of the therapeu-
tic relationship. So have the effects of 
climate change. During the summer of 
2020, there were months of worry about 
fires in the Bay Area. I remember vivid-
ly a day in September when smoke 
darkened the sun. As I worked with 
clients on resilience and adaptability, I 
was also working on myself. Many peo-
ple go to therapy to deal with grief. In 
these times, therapists and clients are 
grieving similar losses and processing 
the same difficult material.  

 

When leases were up in 2020, many 
therapists gave up their offices. 

Others were able to negotiate lower 
rents for the time their offices were 
deserted. The five of us in my suite were 
among the latter. We came back in June 
of 2021 hopeful that with vaccinations 
life and our practices would go back to 
what they were before. Then came the 
Delta variant, and video counseling did 
not go away. It grew stronger. Since 
then, even more therapists have given up 
their offices and retreated to their 
homes. Others see clients in person just 

a few days a week. This new regimen 
has changed not only the practice of 
psychotherapy but Noe Valley itself. 
Some of what used to be therapist suites 
are being converted back to residential 
units. Some remain empty.  

We are about to sign a new lease with 
our landlord. We hope this will be a 
wise decision, renting office space we 
may barely use. Before Covid, an office 
in our suite would be rented almost 
immediately. In this new era, it’s hard to 
find those who want to share or sublet, 
much less rent an office for themselves. 

 

I have tremendous gratitude that I did 
not lose my livelihood. I was able to 

be there for my clients, often having ses-
sions with them while they were in cars 
or even closets. I have gratitude that for 
so many of my clients telehealth makes 
therapy more convenient and less stress-
ful to prioritize. I have gratitude that two 
days a week I don’t rush to the office, 
and between breaks on telehealth I can 
putter in my garden or do laundry.  

My grief? Running into fewer and 
fewer colleagues on 24th Street, hearing 
of yet another office that no longer 
exists, missing an office suite that used 
to be busy.  

When the Twin Towers came down, 
there were hugs and tears in the kitchen 
in between clients. The hugs with col-
leagues got me through the hours of 
helping clients process a national trau-
ma. As the Covid shutdown approached, 

we were afraid to hug, but the connec-
tion and support remained palpable.  

There is something important to 
mind, body, and spirit about being in the 
presence of others. Coming into the 
office for the first time since the shut-
down, clients burst into tears as they sat 
down on the couch. I cried too. Is thera-
py more effective in person? I’ve had 
powerful sessions via telehealth, and this 
continues. Still, there’s something 
nuanced and fulfilling about being 
together in person. My decision to keep 
my office is a mental health and quality-
of-life decision, not a financial one.  

People need people. Neighborhoods 
do as well. An important part of process-
ing grief is to acknowledge the loss. 
Although I am keeping my office, my 
practice is changed forever. There are 
clients I may never be in the same room 
with again, never noticing a foot tapping 
or changes in breathing. Something is 
lost not being in the presence of a whole 
body. In a time of a true mental health 
crisis, we need all the tools we can get.  

I both grieve my old practice and am 
grateful for this new hybrid. Grief and 
gratitude, they go hand in hand. I am 
grateful for the ease of teletherapy and I 
grieve for what it and Covid have done 
to Noe Valley and my profession. 
Holding both, I go forward.  

 
Deborah Cooper, MFT, is a psychother-
apist who has practiced in Noe Valley 
for three decades. After living in Noe 10 
years she now lives in the Mission. She 
was co-director of the first Bay Area 
program for adult survivors of sexual 
abuse at the Women’s Institute for 
Mental Health in the 1980s. In 2012, as 
co-president of Gaylesta, she helped win 
passage of California bill SB1172, the 
first law against conversion therapy for 
minors in the nation. Her website is 
Deborahcoopermft.com.  

Grief and Gratitude 
A Noe Valley Therapist’s Perspectice 

By Deborah Cooper 
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TAKE CONTROL OF YOUR FUTURE WITH
 

 
Dr. Nina Campagna NMD 

Naturopathic Medical Doctor 

 
 

Naturopathic Medicine addresses  
the root causes of your health challenges  

and utilizes natural therapies  
to restore your vitality.

Dr. Nina Campagna NMD  

 Naturopathic Medical Doctor

 
My areas of expertise include:  

•  Female and Male Hormone Balancing  •  Longevity Medicine 

•  Thyroid Issues  •  Sustainable Weight Management 

•  Chronic Fatigue  •  Gastro-Intestinal Conditions 

“Be willing to do whatever  

 it takes to be a warrior  

 for your own health.” 
        — Jan Mundo

 

I offer all potential new patients  

a complimentary 15 minute  

Health Coordination Appointment  

by phone so you can find out  

more about my approach and  

determine if working together  

is a match. 

415.879.9340
 

DrNina@DrNinaCampagna.com 

www.doctor-nina.com

https://www.doctor-nina.com/
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TThhee  ggaarraaggee  ooff  aann  eeiigghhtt--uunniitt  aappaarrtt--
mmeenntt  bbuuiillddiinngg  aatt  444422  EElliizzaabbeetthh  
SStt..  iiss  sshhoowwiinngg  ppoorrttrraaiittss  ooff  mmaannyy  

ooff  tthhee  ffuurrrryy  ffrriieennddss  tthhaatt  ccaallll  NNooee  VVaalllleeyy  
hhoommee..    

TThhee  pphhoottoo  eexxhhiibbiitt  wwaass  ssttaarrtteedd  bbyy  
VViinnccee  AAlliioottoo,,  wwhhoo  oowwnnss  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  
bbuutt  aaccttuuaallllyy  lliivveess  iinn  tthhee  PPoorrttoollaa  DDiissttrriicctt  
nneeaarr  MMccCCllaarreenn  PPaarrkk..  VViinnccee’’ss  ddaadd  FFrraannkk  
bboouugghhtt  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  iinn  11997722,,  bbuutt  ppaasssseedd  
aawwaayy  iinn  11998822..  HHiiss  mmoomm  ddiieedd  aa  ffeeww  
yyeeaarrss  llaatteerr  iinn  11998855..  VViinnccee  aanndd  hhiiss  ttwwoo  
bbrrootthheerrss  JJoosseepphh  aanndd  AAllbbeerrtt  ttooookk  oovveerr  
tthhee  aappaarrttmmeennttss,,  aanndd  VViinnccee  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ttaakk--
iinngg  ccaarree  ooff  tthhee  pprrooppeerrttyy  eevveerr  ssiinnccee..    

VViinnccee  iiss  aatt  tthhee  bbuuiillddiinngg  ffiivvee  ddaayyss  aa  
wweeeekk,,  uussuuaallllyy  iinn  tthhee  mmoorrnniinnggss..  HHee  iiss  aa  
ffrriieennddllyy,,  oouuttggooiinngg  gguuyy,,  aanndd  aannyyoonnee  
ppaassssiinngg  bbyy  wwhhoo  ssttaarrttss  uupp  aa  ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn  
wwiillll  ssoooonn  ffeeeell  tthheeyy’’rree  ppaarrtt  ooff  hhiiss  
eexxtteennddeedd  ffaammiillyy..  IItt  wwaass  aatt  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  
ooff  tthhee  ppaannddeemmiicc  tthhaatt  VViinnccee  nnoottiicceedd  aa  
bbuunncchh  mmoorree  ffoollkkss  ttaakkiinngg  tthheeiirr  ddooggss  ffoorr  
wwaallkkss  iinn  tthhee  nneeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd..  BBeeiinngg  aa  ddoogg  
ppeerrssoonn  hhiimmsseellff,,  hhee  wwoouulldd  mmaakkee  ffrriieennddss  
wwiitthh  aallll  tthhee  ccrriitttteerrss  ccoommiinngg  bbyy,,  aanndd  aatt  

ssoommee  ppooiinntt  hhee  aasskkeedd  iiff  tthhee  oowwnneerr  wwoouulldd  
mmiinndd  iiff  hhee  ttooookk  aa  pphhoottoo..  TThhee  rreesstt  iiss  hhiiss--
ttoorryy,,  aass  tthheeyy  ssaayy,,  aanndd  nnooww  VViinnnniiee’’ss  PPaaww  
PPaallss  oonn  EElliizzaabbeetthh  iiss  aa  vveerriittaabbllee  ffoollkk  aarrtt  
mmuusseeuumm..    

VViinnccee  wwiillll  ggllaaddllyy  aaddmmiitt  tthhaatt  hhiiss  wwiiffee  
ooff  4422  yyeeaarrss,,  MMaarriiaaeelleennaa,,  iiss  tthhee  bbaacckk--
bboonnee  ooff  tthhee  ooppeerraattiioonn,,  aass  iitt  iiss  sshhee  wwhhoo  
pprriinnttss  tthhee  pphhoottooss,,  mmaannyy  ooff  wwhhiicchh  aarree  
eemmaaiilleedd  ffrroomm  ppeett  oowwnneerrss’’  pphhoonneess..    

TThhee  hhoouurrss  aarree  nnoott  sseett,,  bbuutt  tthhee  ggaarraaggee  
ggaalllleerryy  iiss  ooppeenn  mmoosstt  mmoorrnniinnggss  dduurriinngg  
tthhee  wweeeekk,,  aanndd  tthhee  ccoolllleeccttiioonn  iiss  ggrroowwiinngg..  
RReecceennttllyy,,  VViinnccee  bbeeggaann  aaddddiinngg  pphhoottooss  ttoo  
aa  sseeccoonndd  wwaallll..  HHee  ssaayyss  hhee  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  ttoo  
ccaarrrryy  oonn  tthhee  ttrraaddiittiioonn  aass  lloonngg  aass  hhee  ccaann..    

IIff  yyoouu  wwoouulldd  lliikkee  yyoouurr  ccaanniinnee  ((oorr  
ffeelliinnee))  ffrriieenndd  aaddddeedd  ttoo  tthhee  wwaallll  ooff  NNooee  
VVaalllleeyy  ppeett  cceelleebbrriittiieess,,  bbee  ssuurree  ttoo  ssttoopp  bbyy  
aanndd  ssaayy  hheelllloo..  OOnnccee  yyoouurr  ppeett’’ss  iimmaaggee  iiss  
oonn  tthhee  bbooaarrdd,,  yyoouu  wwiillll  bbee  aasskkeedd  ttoo  ssiiggnn  
tthhee  pphhoottoo  oonn  yyoouurr  ppeett’’ss  bbeehhaallff..  AA  hhaattss  
ooffff  ttoo  VViinnnniiee,,  hhiiss  wwiiffee  MMaarriiaaeelleennaa,,  aanndd  
aallll  ooff  oouurr  ggoooodd--llooookkiinngg  ddooggss  aanndd  ccaattss..  

—Art Bodner

Say Woof to the Pet Wall 
Finally, an Instagram for Cats and Dogs

Vinnie’s Paw Pals exhibit at 442 Elizabeth is rapidly expanding to a second wall. Soon, we 

might need to contact MOMA for space.                                                                             

Building owner Vince Alioto cuddles Lola, who with her pet mom Veronica Gonzalez stopped 

by the garage gallery in May for a quick peek at the competition.                  Photos by Art Bodner

Kind Words from a Noe Valley Home Seller!
Danielle sold our condo in Noe Valley. She is a complete professional, and I have absolutely no 
reservations about recommending her for any real estate transaction. Our condo was located 
in a very desirable neighborhood and, in my view, it would not have taken much marketing to 
fetch a price that would have satis昀ed us. Other realtors may have taken this as an opportunity 
to go easy on the marketing. Not Danielle.

Overall, her marketing e昀orts went above and beyond what we could have expected. Our 
home sold for far more than what we expected, and I attribute this to Danielle’s marketing.

She and her team are also incredibly organized. This helped in many respects, but especially 
with staging, painting, documents, reviewing o昀ers and 昀nalizing the transaction. Following 
execution, we received a full copy of all documents. Danielle and her team were always 
available to answer questions, and they always did so in an informative and timely manner.

On top of all of this, Danielle is a great person and, as you would expect, the people on her 
team are also very nice. I recommend Danielle for any real estate transaction in San Francisco. 
She is exceptional, and would be an asset to to anyone buying or selling real estate.

Zak M.

Curious About the SF Real Estate Market?
Real Estate Case Studies, buyer/seller success stories, deep-dives,
and more—scan the QR to see our latest posts!

Vivre is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 02014153. 
All material presented herein is intended for information purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been 
veri昀ed. 

20 Years in Business · Noe Valley Homeowner

VIVRE REAL ESTATE
DANIELLE LAZIER · REALTOR®

415.528.7355

See more market insights and our smiling faces at 
NoeValleyMarketUpdate.com DRE 01340326 

T H E  C R O S S WO R D  B Y  M I C H A E L  B L A K E

 1. Bills at bars  
 5. Skier Lindsey who 

dated Tiger Woods  
 9. Excel graph  
14. Last name of all 

three Giants out-
fielders in 1963  

15. Length x width, for 
a rectangle  

16. Jonas Salk’s con-
quest  

17. Oscar role for Jodie 
Foster  

20. Chartres chanteur, 
in a tree 

21. Half a dozen  
22. SFO postings  
23. Cocksure  
25. By way of  
27. Ballplayer with a 

home stadium in 
Maryland  

35. In ___: gobs-
macked  

36. Country next to 
Nor.  

37. “90% of baseball is 
half ___”: Yogi 
Berra  

38. Fire; terminate  
40. Sgt. or cpl.  
42. Gambler’s “mark-

er”  
43. Newton and Stern  
46. Talk Like a Pirate 

Day exclamation  
48. Brian of ambient 

music  
49. Architect of St. 

Paul’s, London  
53. “Mazel ___!” 

(“Congratulations!”
)  

54. Confederate gener-
al Robert ___  

55. Berry touted as a 
superfood  

59. Zodiac sign  
61. One ___ (every-

body)  
65. Voice-lesson place 

on 24th (and the 
inspiration for this 
puzzle)  

68. Star Wars android 
___ Detoo  

69. Low-cal, in 
adspeak  

70. Comical Bombeck  
71. Basil-and-pine-nuts 

sauce  
72. “Pro” votes  
73. Money you owe  
 

DOWN 
 1. Folded order at 

Casa Mexicana  
 2. “That’s ___ need to 

know”  
 3. “Constrictor” 

snakes  
 4. Most certain  
 5. Uses the Hoover  
 6. Iron __ (steelmaker 

need)  
 7. Loch ___ Monster  
 8. ___ Son: Carl 

Nolte column in the 
Chron  

 9. EMT specialty  
10. One of 18 at 

Harding Park  

11. Touched down  
12. Watermelon discard  
13. Clothing, informal-

ly  
18. “___ Said” (Neil 

Diamond hit song)  
19. Assumption, in 

math  
24. Wedding wear  
26. “Blessed ___ the 

meek...”  
27. Without frills  
28. Overflowing (in)  
29. Renault compact of 

old  
30. Summary  
31. Subs ___ at Castro 

and 24th  
32. “A rose by any ___ 

name...”  
33. Frankie who sang 

“Blazing Saddles”  
34. “Candle in the 

Wind” singer 
___John  

39. Chiang ___ -shek  
41. “Either that guy’s 

lucky ___ cheats”  

44. Chicago winter 
clock setting: Abbr.   

45. Popular vodka, 
popularly  

47. Makes a connec-
tion  

50. Too too  
51. Contact lens care 

brand  
52. Joined in marriage  
55. Pronto  
56. Apple discard  
57. Aardvark snacks  
58. Gershwin’s “___ 

Rhythm”  
60. Dog in Garfield 
62. Suffix with million 

or billion  
63. With “Bausch &,” 

maker of 51-Down  
64. Exam for attys.-to-

be  
66. Cry of disapproval 
67. Embarcadero or 

Powell, for BART

Musical Squares 
ACROSS

Solution on Page 23 
Find more Crosswords at 
www.noevalleyvoice.com

 

Musical Squares by Michael Blake 
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children,” Campbell told the Voice dur-
ing a phone interview in May.  

Campbell enlisted as her co-produc-
ers Rachel Benson and Todd Dayton, 
who both had documentary filmmaking 
experience. They also were parents of 
children enrolled at the San Francisco 
School and knew of Goodkin. 

“He is a very well-known educator 
around the world and has written nine 
books. He teaches adult workshops to 
other teachers. He is an insatiable learn-
er, a lifelong learner, and just a guy 
who has a lot to be recognized for,” 
said Campbell, whose daughter is now 
in high school while her son a fifth-
grader at a different school. “He did 
feel it would be a wonderful feather in 
the cap of a long career. It wasn’t a 
problem convincing him.” 

Due to their connections to the 
school community, they were able to 
gain fly-on-the-wall access to the cam-
pus. The crew was granted permission 
to bring their cameras into the class-
rooms and film all but a handful of the 
school’s 250 preschool-through-eighth-
grade students.  

Filming began that fall and the crew 
traveled to Salt Lake City to film the 
teachers and students performing at an 

annual Orff Schulwerk conference. 
Preparations were well under way for 
filming Goodkin’s final months and 
school ceremonies during the spring 
semester when the Covid pandemic 
upended those plans and shuttered the 
campus in March of 2020. 

“Here he is the master of ceremonies 
and is going to retire without any cere-
monies. At the time, I was so disap-
pointed for him and sad at the irony of 
his sort of disruption. He had a good 
attitude about it; I admired him for 
that,” said Campbell, who has lived in 
Noe Valley since 2015. 

A Full-Length Feature 

The health crisis added another 
dimension to the story Campbell was 
trying to capture on celluloid, in addi-
tion to creating logistical challenges for 
the first-time filmmaker. With her sub-
jects quarantining at home, she resorted 
to using recordings of the teachers’ vir-
tual classes and enlisted the help of sev-
eral parents to film their children. 

“I was doing this film at the time and 
thinking about the themes I cared 
about—art education and music educa-
tion and how those things are valuable 
to kids and communities—and sudden-
ly we are in a situation where nobody is 
in person. I think everybody started to 
examine what does community mean 
and what do I derive from it in terms of 
happiness,” said Campbell, who earned 
a bachelor of fine arts from Syracuse 

University and is president of the 
Campbell Foundation, focused on pro-
tecting natural resources. 

Campbell turned the hours of film 
she and her crew captured, including 
one-on-one interviews with the music 
instructors, their pupils, and their 
school colleagues, into a 90-minute 
film, The Secret Song. The title comes 
from a term Goodkin used to refer to 
the hidden song waiting for his students 
to find in the wood xylophones he 
would give them. 

As he explains in the film, in order to 
ferret out the song, each student must 
“explore with their hands, listen with 
their ears, and remember with their 
minds.” 

Dorsey & Brinker Also in Spotlight 

The film is part of this year’s San 
Francisco Documentary Festival taking 
place at the Roxie Theater in the 
Mission over the first 11 days of June. 
It is one of several selections with ties 
to Noe Valley. 

The subject of director Lindsay 
Gauthier’s 10-minute short Sean 
Dorsey Dance: Dreaming Trans and 
Queer Futures is a resident of the 
neighborhood. Dorsey, who was travel-
ing out of state on tour and unavailable 
for an interview, is a trailblazing trans-
gender choreographer and activist. He 
produces the Fresh Meat Festival, now 
in its 21st season, that showcases trans 
and queer performance. 

Another subject of a short film who 
had called Noe Valley home is Ruth 
Brinker, who in the mid-1980s began 
delivering meals to San Franciscans liv-
ing with AIDS and unable to cook for 
themselves. It led Brinker to found the 
nonprofit Project Open Hand, which to 
this day provides food to those in need 
in the city. 

Director Apo W. Bazidi’s 23-minute 

film The Ruth Brinker Story shines a 
light on Brinker, who died in 2011 at 
the age of 89. A native of South 
Dakota, Brinker had moved to San 
Francisco in the mid-1950s and had a 
career in food services. 

A World of Music 

Campbell told the Voice she expected 
a sell-out crowd for the June 2 screen-
ing of her film at the Roxie. (It can also 
be viewed via the festival online 
through June 11.) 

It won the Marion Herrman 
Excellence in Filmmaking Award at this 
year’s Sedona International Film 
Festival in Arizona. In September, 
Campbell will be in Spain for the film’s 
screening at the Madrid International 
Film Festival. “Sophia [Lopez-Ibor] is 
from Madrid, so that will be fun,” said 
Campbell. 

Around that time, she also hopes to 
have a limited theatrical run for the film 
in the Bay Area at various independent 
movie houses.  

Campbell is also mapping out her 
next film, which will again focus on 
music but from a global perspective 
and feature people from different cul-
tures. 

Later this summer she will travel 
with the trio of San Francisco School 
teachers to Ghana, where they will 
teach a music workshop. While there, 
she plans to film the brothers who co-
founded the Nunya Music Academy 
and capture the school’s inauguration 
ceremony. 

“I am very fascinated by the idea of 
music as a language, as an international 
language,” said Campbell. 

 
A full lineup for the 2023 documentary 
film festival, taking place at the Roxie 
Theater and online, can be found at 
SFdocfest2023.eventive.org/welcome. 

The Secret Song and 
Other Film Stories 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Samantha Campbell says The Secret Song is about the value of music and art education, not 

only for students but for the entire community.

In her debut film, Samantha Campbell uses archival photos such as this one, showing Doug 

Goodkin playing banjo for students in his early years as a teacher.      Photos courtesy Lansia Wann

https://sfdocfest2023.eventive.org/welcome
https://www.smallfrys.com/
http://www.susanpetrolaw.com/
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be sunshine
be blossoms
be blooming

be home.
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ENROLL TODAY
 w w w. a d d a c l e v e n g e r . o r g

ir Oaks Street       San Francisco, CA 94110       (415)824 2240

TK
-

8th Grade

W h e r e 
s t u d e n t s 
g e t  m o r e 

f r o m  t h e i r 
s c h o o l 

d a y !

ACCELERATED

ACADEMICS

ARTS

CHARACTER-

BUILDING
ATHLETICS

Thousands of titles not on streaming. 

4027 24th Street in Noe Valley

ST. JOHN CATHOLIC SCHOOL
where community matters

925 CHENERY STREET    SAN FRANCISCO, CA

www.stjohnseagles.com 415.584.8383

offering traditional 
faith-based education 
while incorporating
cutting edge technology

IMAGE: SONPHOTO.COM

https://corcoranicon.com/
https://www.addaclevenger.org/
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her skills here in the city, advising pet 
owners, veterinarians, and rescue vol-
unteers through her “hands-on” service 
CallingAllAnimals.org.  

“My hands are my life and my con-
nection with the knowledge and the 
spirit of the animals,” she proclaims. 

Snowball’s early ability to heal ani-
mals, both wild and domestic, was nur-
tured during her teen years in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. “I was frequently the 
person summoned for help when imper-
iled wildlife needed rescue.” 

While attending Lake Erie College, 
she found her bliss in riding and caring 
for horses. A student year abroad in 
1967 took her to Spain. She loved the 
country so much she made her way 
back after graduating and spent another 
two years. She even found a way to 
ride horses there, at a U.S. Air Force 
base near Madrid. 

By Snowball’s reckoning, her 
lifepath took a bit of a detour when she 
returned to the states in 1970. “I got 
married to an actor, moved to L.A. for 
his career, and lost track of 
animals.” They divorced in 1975 and 
she thought long and hard about her 
future. “I decided to change my life, 
wrote down what I wanted to do, and 
ended up working for an airline,” which 
afforded unlimited world travel. Her 
Spanish fluency guaranteed her a plum 
position with Braniff Airlines and she 
continued in the industry, finally retir-
ing from Delta in 2006. 

It was on a 1989 safari to Tanzania 
that she found herself drawn to the 
largest of mammals. “I was so speech-
less with the grandeur and beauty of the 
landscape and the animals on its sur-
face,” she said. “I felt the ancient age of 
the Earth like nowhere else in the 
world.” 

Landing in San Francisco six years 
later, she began studying a type of mas-
sage called TTouch, developed by 
equine trainer Linda Tellington-Jones to 
reduce animals’ stress and tension. 
Snowball also became adept at cran-
iosacral therapy, a manual therapy pro-
moted by physician John E. Upledger. 
It aims to relieve pain and anxiety by 
increasing blood flow in the brain and 
spinal cord. 

TTouch involves concentrated yet 
gentle touching, says Snowball. 
Specifically it is “gentle little move-
ments, a circle and a quarter. Start at 6 
o’clock, move [your curled fingers] 
around to 6 again, and then 9 o’clock. 
Then move to a new place. You want 
small, less invasive movement.” 

After being certified in the practice 
in the mid-’90s, Snowball became 
increasingly active in the field, doing 
consultations for both human and ani-
mal clients.  

‘Animals Listen’ 

A successful practitioner must learn 
to focus intently on the bodies they are 
healing, says Snowball. “Animals lis-
ten. They feel it immediately, because 
they are that attuned.” 

A huge part of her success, she 
believes, is in relieving animals of their 
fear. “I have an innate ability to read 
the animals and then get a sense of 
them,” she says. “Usually [when I first 
touch them], they tell me how old they 
are.”  

Following her first visit to Africa, 
Snowball started volunteering with the 
Wildlife Conservation Network (wild-
net.org). That association proved to be 
key to her eventual meet-up with ele-
phants in Southeast Asia. 

“I was standing next to Iain Douglas-
Hamilton [a behavioral scientist and 
philanthropist focused on elephant res-
cue in Africa] at a WCN fundraiser in 
2010. A woman came up and said to 
him, ‘Why are you not doing something 
for Asian elephants?’”  

The woman was Windy Borman, a 
filmmaker who was making a docu-
mentary on the work of the Friends of 
the Asian Elephant Hospital (FAE). The 
film, The Eyes of Thailand (2012), cen-
ters on the life-saving treatment of 
Asian elephants injured by landmines 
on the border between Thailand and 
Myanmar. 

Snowball convinced Borman to take 
her and a team of other TTouch practi-
tioners on her next filmmaking excur-
sion to the hospital. On her first trip to 
Lampang, Snowball met FAE founder 
Soraida Salwala, chief guardian and 
protector of the elephants. “I had to 
convince Soraida I could help elephants 
with my technique,” Snowball says.  

Snowball was immediately intro-
duced to a 7-year-old female elephant 
named Boon Mee, who had been admit-
ted just two weeks before after she had 

lost most of her right-foot padding in a 
mine blast.  

“At first I thought she could have 
been a statue, so stoically she stood. 
One could barely see her breathe,” 
Snowball recalls. “This is why we are 
here,” Snowball thought to herself. 
“Can we show her that life is worth liv-
ing?”  

A Mind-Body Experience 

The next morning, with her work 
partner Patty, Snowball went to Boon 
Mee’s space. “It looked like she hadn’t 
moved since the previous day,” says 
Snowball. The two humans took a deep 
breath, and then “the two of us placed 
our hands on the forehead of this ele-
phant.”  

Snowball began the circling motions 
from her TTouch training, and at first 
felt nothing. Then, suddenly, “there was 
a pull of energy from her, energy 
pulling me all of a sudden. I was 
pushed back. My hands went up over 
my head. Boon Mee looked at me and 
raised her trunk.”  

Snowball says, “This was the 
moment I had hoped for…the release 
when her life force ignited like a forest 
fire coursing through her body and 
awakening every cell in its wake.” 

Snowball and her colleagues met 
with the hospital’s veterinarians and 
mahouts (elephant caretakers) and 
taught them their gentle therapy. The 
mahouts, who at first resisted, were 
drawn to the practice when they saw 

the positive effect on their animals, and 
were even willing to put aside their cul-
tural aversion to being touched by a 
stranger to feel the technique on their 
own bodies, Snowball says. 

In exchange, the mahouts taught 
Snowball their own animal care meth-
ods. “They taught me how to make the 
elephants feel safe. They showed me all 
the different hand signals to communi-
cate with elephants,” says Snowball. 

Plans to Stay in Touch 

Since that visit, Snowball has 
returned to FAE again and again, 
“spending a lot of time doing cran-
iosacral work, a lot of soft work.” She 
says Boon Mee’s wound has slowly 
healed and the elephant is enjoying her 
new life as a greeter at the hospital.  

After the three-year Covid-induced 
break, Snowball is back to offering 
house calls for those in Noe Valley and 
elsewhere seeking new ways to 
improve their pets’ emotional and phys-
ical health.  

She also is returning to Africa in 
June to work with a charity called 
Rhino 911. Then in November, she will 
travel again to Thailand.  

She is not concerned that Boon Mee 
will have forgotten her. “Elephants’ 
minds are so developed they remember 
people,” she says. “Animals remember 
experiences on a cellular level. But the 
elephant Boon Mee remembers me. 
When she sees me, she starts chirping 
and sending her trunk out to me.” � 

Animal Therapist 
Anne Snowball 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Anne Snowball touches the shoulders of an elephant caretaker at a hospital in Thailand to 

demonstrate the gentle motions of her touch therapy.                           Photo by Sandy Rakowitz

Anne Snowball’s home is adorned with mementos from her trips to Asia and Africa. But none 

is more precious than her memories of helping to heal injured elephants.    Photo by Kit Cameron
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Call the team that lives in, works from, and supports 
your neighborhood. (415) 531-2134

339 Collingwood Street
SOLD PRICE: $4.520.000

679 Sanchez Street
SOLD PRICE: $2.900.000

1117 Church Street
SOLD PRICE: $3.260.000

Lamisse Droubi 
DRE#01257759

415.531.2134

lamisse@droubiteam.com
DroubiTeam.com 

Despite a turbulent 2023, Lamisse Droubi is successfully 
transacting properties and reaching high price per 
square foot values. A native of Noe Valley and 25 years 
of real estate experience, Lamisse has perfected the art 
of prepping a home for the market and implementing 
strong marketing and negotiations on behalf of her 
clients.

321 Fair Oaks
San Francisco, CA 94110
SaintJamesSF.org
admissions@sjsSF.net
415-647-8972

PODEMOS HACERLO!

WE
SUCCEED
TOGETHER!

Open Enrollment 
Apply Today! 

Kindergarten - 8th Grade

ST. JAMES SCHOOL

Blended Learning
Spanish Classes
Affordable Tuition
Team Sports
Extended Care
Program

Proudly Celebrating 99 Years 
Prayer, Study, Service & Community

https://droubiteam.com/
https://www.saintphilipschool.org/
mailto:info@sainphilipschool.org
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charged with the crime. The 2018 film, 
directed by P J Raval, conveys the out-
rage of people in the Philippines at the 
brutality of the assault and the concern 
that the alleged killer, a U.S. Marine on 
leave, would get off scot-free.  

The series culminates with a light-
hearted celebration of the world of trans 
and drag. Sister Mourningwood invites 
us to the Fourth Annual Drag Show at 
Bethany on Wednesday, June 28. 
Mourningwood says she has stretched 
her queenly presence to the four corners 
of the Bay Area to find participants. 
Audience response is key to the fun of 
the event. Be sure to bring some fold-
ing money for that all-important inter-
action with performers. In addition, 
Folio Books will be selling LGBTIQA 
lit before and after the show. 

All events are free, with donations 
accepted, and all start at 7 p.m., at 
Bethany United Methodist Church, 
1270 Sanchez St. (at the corner of 
Clipper).  Come early if you plan on 
looking for parking in the neighbor-
hood. 

Meanwhile, just up the street at the 
Noe Valley Ministry, baritone Elliot 
Franks, along with pianist Daniel 
Lockert, will give us the premiere of a 
new song cycle: Decomposition | Little 
Histories | Renewal, written by trans 
composer Grey Rose Grant. 

Franks began his career as a woman 
singing soprano and mezzo-soprano 

parts, with regular appearances in the 
San Francisco Opera Chorus and the 
Philharmonia Baroque Chorale, where 
her voice was described as “magnifi-
cent” by music director Bruce Lamott.  

When Franks began his gender tran-
sition, he had a “long and hard deci-
sion” to make, he said in an interview 
with KQED, published in 2019. As 
testosterone therapy lowered his voice, 
so did it change his type of singing 
role. These days, Franks is comfortable 
as a “rich and emotional baritone.” 

The one-hour free concert begins at 7 
p.m. on Saturday, June 24, in the 
upstairs concert hall at Noe Valley 
Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St. 

Big Weekend June 24 & 25 

There are a lot more happenings over 
the hill. For one thing, the 31st San 
Francisco Dyke March will kick off at 
5 p.m. Saturday, June 24, at Dolores 
and 18th streets (for information, see 
www.thedykemarch.org).  

Also, if you haven’t already discov-
ered the Pride Weekend website at 
sfpride.org, go there to find out the 
skinny on other events Saturday, June 
24, and Sunday, June 25. Our only-in-
San-Francisco annual parade heads out 
from Beale Street at 10:30 a.m. on 
Sunday, with the theme “Looking Back 
and Moving Forward.”  

One way to be part of the the walk to 
City Hall along Market Street is to join 
the contingent of Supervisor Rafael 
Mandelman. Find out how to “Slay 
with Rafael at Pride” at bit.ly/rafael-
pride. If you have questions, contact 
legislative aide Adam Thongsavat at 
adam.thongsavat@sfgov.org.  � 

This year’s Drag Show at Bethany Church, on Wednesday, June 28, 7 p.m., may see a return of 

some of last year’s fabulous stars (left to right): BBeef Cakes, Mama Ganuush, Skinny de France, 

Sister Morticia Mourningwood, Lemon Skweezy, Nia Polatin, Sexen City, Amy Bathhouse, and 

Xtina Agitera.                                                                                   Photo courtesy Sadie Stone

The San Francisco Ethics 
Commission has sanctioned Victor 

Makras, a Noe Valley real estate broker 
and one-time prominent player in City 
Hall politics, for conflict of interest. 

It was the latest legal trouble for 
Makras, who in December was sen-
tenced to three years’ probation and 
fined $15,200 for a federal bank fraud 
conviction involving a mortgage loan 
transaction. 

At its May 5 meeting, the oversight 
body accepted Makras’ stipulation that 
he made two “serious” conflict-of-inter-
est violations while serving as a mem-
ber of the San Francisco Port Com -
mission from May 2018 to July 2020. 

Makras, 65, who operates Makras 
Real Estate, a brokerage and property 
management firm at 1193 Church St., 
was also assessed a $14,500 fine.  

Over the years, he has served on 
numerous other boards and commis-
sions, including the city’s Board of 
Permit Appeals, the Police Com -
mission, the Retirement Board, and the 
Public Utilities Commission. 

Makras acknowledged in the stipula-
tion that he had failed to recuse himself 
from Port Commission actions involv-
ing a proposed 28-acre residential and 
commercial development known as 
Mission Rock. At the time, Makras 
owned five condominium units at 188 
King St., a short distance from the 
Mission Rock project. 

“It was reasonably foreseeable that 
the project would have a material finan-
cial effect on respondent’s [Makras’] 
financial interest, and thus a conflict of 
interest existed,” the commission wrote 
in its official document, signed by both 
parties. 

The ethics board also wrote Makras 

“failed to disclose” repayment to him 
of a $70,000 loan he had made in 
December 2013 to two other city offi-
cials. The loan had gone to Harlan 
Kelly, then the general manager of the 
San Francisco Public Utilities 
Commission, and wife Naomi Kelly, 
then San Francisco city administrator.  

The commission said that as a mem-
ber of the city’s Retirement Board, 
Makras should have declared the loan 
repayment in October 2014 as 
“reportable income.”  

Makras’ separate bank fraud convic-
tion was part of a larger federal investi-
gation in San Francisco targeting more 
than a dozen public officials and busi-
nesspeople. 

According to federal prosecutors, 
Makras helped the Kellys obtain a $1.3 
million mortgage refinance loan. A fed-
eral jury convicted Makras of one count 
each of bank fraud and making false 
statements to a bank. 

More than 100 people, including for-
mer Mayor Willie Brown, sent letters to 
the court asking for leniency in 
Makras’ case. In the trial, prosecutors 
had sought a two-month prison sen-
tence and a $25,000 fine.   

Meanwhile, another city official 
implicated in the years-long federal 
investigation, former San Francisco 
Department of Public Works director 
Mohammed Nuru, pled guilty to 
bribery and kickback charges and was 
sentenced last August to seven years in 
prison. Harlan Kelly is set to go on trial 
in U.S District Court June 26. Naomi 
Kelly, who resigned her position, has 
not been charged in the case. 

At press time, Makras had not 
responded to a Voice request for com-
ment.  �

City Reschedules 
Quake Shack 
Hearing 

By Matthew S. Bajko 

A hearing that will determine the fate 
of a historic earthquake shack 

structure in Noe Valley is now sched-
uled to take place this summer. Debate 
over the redevelopment of the property 
at 369 Valley St. has been ongoing for 
nearly 10 years. 

The small cottage is currently com-
posed of two shacks that once housed 
refugees from the 1906 earthquake. 
Property owner John Schrader, of Nova 
Designs + Builds, is seeking permission 
to build a new house at the site that 
would incorporate the existing building 
into its design. 

But the L-shaped shack structure 
would need to be moved closer to the 
street and raised above ground in order 
to construct the two-story, single-family 
home with four bedrooms and three 
bathrooms that Schrader has proposed. 
Neighbors and historic preservationists, 
however, have argued against relocating 
the historic structure. 

Just a handful of the 5,610 earth-
quake shacks remain standing, with two 
found in Noe Valley, according to city 
planners. In 2015, the San Francisco 
Planning Department concluded that 
the Valley Street shacks were of histori-
cal value and eligible for listing on a 

statewide register of historic properties 
in California. It meant Schrader 
couldn’t demolish them as he initially 
had planned after a historical resource 
consultant he had hired concluded they 
had lost their historical significance due 
to changes made over the years. He 
brought forth a new proposal two years 
later and has been further refining it in 
response to objections raised by both 
neighbors and city planners. 

The city’s zoning administrator had 
been set to vote on Schrader’s request 
for a planning code variance in March, 
but the hearing was postponed several 
times. As of late May, it had been 
rescheduled for June 28. 

Fabien Lannoye, the principal 
designer for the project with Schrader’s 
firm, told the Voice that the delay was 
partly due to the planning department’s 
having asked Shrader to retain the serv-
ices of a historical architect or engineer 
to assist on the project. 

“We are in the process of getting pro-
posals and will hopefully soon be able 
to move forward,” said Lannoye. 

Once the variance is granted, no 
additional public hearings will be need-
ed for the project. But if anyone 
requests a discretionary review, then the 
city’s planning commission and zoning 
administrator will need to hold a joint 
hearing to reconsider the project, which 
the developer hopes to avoid. 

“We would love to find a solution 
that everyone can support and move on 
with this project,” said Lannoye.  �

Queer Authors at Pride Monday 

The Odd Mondays event series celebrates San Francisco Pride Month 
with readings Monday, June 5, by three outstanding queer authors. Lucy 

Jane Bledsoe, Miah Jeffra, and Ajuan Mance will present excerpts from their 
latest books from 7 to 8 p.m. at Bethany Methodist Church, 1270 Sanchez St. 
Admission is free. 

Bledsoe, who has won numerous awards including two National Science 
Foundation fellowships and the American Library Association Stonewall 
Award, will read from her young adult novel Tell the Rest (Akashic Books, 
2023), which revolves around two childhood friends who meet years after 
escaping from a church-sponsored “conversion therapy” camp. 

Jeffra’s new novel is American Gospel (Black Lawrence Press, 2023). It 
focuses on three people—“a desperate mother, a bitter son, a doubtful priest” 
(Jim Grimsely)—struggling to lead their lives while their neighborhood is 
being razed for a Baltimore redevelopment project. A co-founder of the 
award-winning queer/trans Foglifter Press, Jeffra teaches writing and decolo-
nial studies at Santa Clara University and Sonoma State University. 

Mance is a professor in African-American literature at Mills College, a 
graphic novelist and artist, and a producer of zines. She will present and dis-
cuss her latest graphic work, Living While Black (Chronicle Books, 2023), 
which celebrates the small acts of resistance that comprise the daily lives of 
Black folks in 40 illustrations, each accompanied by text about people who 
were killed doing the same thing. 

Books will be available for purchase and signing at the reading. Copies are 
also available at Folio Books, 3957 24th St. 

—Richard May

Events Celebrating 
Pride and ‘Sistory’ 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

City Ethics Board Sanctions Local 
Real Estate Broker 
By Corrie M. Anders 
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We’re partying like its 1993! (Our original opening) 

Now open for indoor and outdoor dining,  
Tues-Sat 5:30-8:30 

fireflysf.com/reservations 

 
Open for Indoor and Outdoor Dining 

Tues. - Sat. 5:30 - 8:30 
 

fireflysf.com/reservations 
 

4288 24th St.  •   San Francisco   •   415.821.7652 
 

Fireflysf.com 
Compass is a licensed real estate broker and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. All material presented herein is intended for informa-
tional purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale, 
or withdraw without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. 
Exact dimensions can be obtained by retaining the services of an architect or engineer. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.

Claudia Siegel, Realtor®

415.816.2811 | ClaudiaSiegel.com | DRE 01440745

“When we 昀nally did 昀nd a home to buy and needed to sell 

our existing condo, we remembered how impressed we had 

been with Claudia and hired her to market our unit for us. She 

jumped right in, listened to our concerns, guided us through 

the often confusing process of real estate sales, handled the 

endless list of details, and best of all, represented us with 

class and professionalism. We HIGHLY recommend Claudia to 

others who are interested in buying or selling a home. She is 

strong, tireless, knowledgeable, respectful and communicates 

really well. There are just not enough marvelous words that 

we can use to describe what a pleasant experience it was to 

work with her!” 

- John and Angela B.

Hear it directly from Claudia’s 
clients!

ClaudiaSiegel.com

https://www.noeanimalhospital.com/
https://www.fireflysf.com/
https://www.fireflysf.com/reservations
https://www.claudiasiegel.com/
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A Meeting With History 
Ever wondered who the “Day” in 

Day Street is? Or where the movie the-
ater that became a church once stood? 
Join knowledgeable historians as they 
present “The History of Upper Noe,” at 
the regular meeting of Upper Noe 
Neighbors on Wednesday, June 21, 
from 7 to 8:30 p.m.  

In addition to a history lesson, you 
will get a chance to weigh in on some 
significant traffic changes being pro-
posed by the SFMTA as well as some 
new civic improvements already funded 
by the city for Church Street. There 
may even be an update on the proposed 
improvements to Slow Sanchez Street. 

There are always refreshments, and 
anyone is welcome to attend at Upper 
Noe Recreation Center, 295 Day St. 
You can learn more from the UNN 
website, UpperNoeNeighbors.com. 

And UNN hopes to soon bring 
Saturday morning live music back to 
the rec center playground, starting 
twice a month in June and continuing to 
October. Volunteers are needed; if you 
are a music lover maybe that is you! 

Info@uppernoeneighbors.com is the 
place to start. 

 
Dine and Read at Mamahuhu 

For some delicious Chinese food and 
lively dinner conversation join Folio 
Books in partnership with Mamahuhu 
at the second Chinese-American Lit 
Club gathering at the restaurant, 3991 
24th St. The event takes place at 6 p.m. 
on Saturday, June 24, and, yes, you can 
order dinner to eat while you talk. 

Participants will be discussing 
Disorientation, the debut novel of 
California author Elaine Hsieh Chou 
(Penguin, 2022). A crackling satire 
based on a real-life incident in which a 
white writer gave himself a Chinese 
pen name in order to get published, the 
book asks the eternal question: Who 
gets to tell our stories?  

 The book club arose out of Folio’s 
owners’ enthusiasm for Mamahuhu’s 
events at their other locations. 
According to Folio staffer Isaiah 
Scandrette, “As soon as [the restaurant] 
moved into the neighborhood, they 
reached out. Mamahuhu supplies the 
venue and Folio is running the event.” 
So we can expect more opportunities to 
dine and discourse.  

Folio has copies of the book for sale; 
the first 14 people to email 
meghan@eatmamahuhu.com will get a 
free copy. Mamahuhu’s address is 3991 

24th St. For more information, contact 
organizer Katerina Argyres at 
orders@foliosf.com.  

 
Landscapes by the Sultans 

Noe Valley artists Henry Sultan and 
Jenny Badger Sultan shared a mutual 
love of travel and landscapes, which 
they recorded in their painting over a 
period of 53 years together, until Jenny 
Sultan’s death in October 2021. Now a 
retrospective show of their work at the 
First Unitarian Universalist Society of 
San Francisco will share their passions 
with the public. 

The exhibit, titled “Paintings Inspired 
by the Landscape,” will include work 
from all phases of their careers. For 
Jenny Sultan the landscape was a vehi-
cle for her imagination and a record of 
her dreams. Henry Sultan, who is 
known for his mandala paintings, says, 
“Most of my landscapes came from my 
mind,” too.  

“A lot of our landscapes are from the 
imagination. Some are from photos 
which we would then use as inspira-
tion,” adds Sultan. “We would go on 
vacation to other countries. Jenny 
would paint in watercolor en plein air, 

and I started working with watercolors 
en plein air as well.”  

The couple moved to the corner of 
30th and Sanchez streets in 1986. 
Passersby can see evidence of Jenny 
Sultan’s talent in the paintings along 
the side of the building and in the win-
dows of their studio. A blue bottle tree 
pokes above the fence, and a “sun 
crack” painted on Sanchez Street 
records the annual solstice sliver of sun 
spilling onto the sidewalk between their 
building and their neighbor’s.  

Henry Sultan’s mural Landscapes of 
the Mind has graced the side of Alice’s 
Restaurant at 29th and Sanchez since 
the building was a natural food store. 
The artist is a mentor, board member, 
and mural tour guide at Precita Eyes 
Muralists. Sultan continues to create art 
in the studio he and Jenny shared, and 
is currently using papier mâché to cre-
ate a series of self-portraits. 

The exhibit opens June 10 and runs 
through July 31 with a reception for the 
artists on June 18, 1 to 3 p.m., in 
Thomas Starr King’s Gallery at First 
Unitarian, 1187 Franklin St. 

—Kit Cameron

  

 
  

Watch the Parking Meters 

You probably saw the news in last month’s Rumors column: the city is 
expanding parking meter hours to evenings and Sundays in Noe Valley 

and neighborhoods throughout San Francisco. But don’t panic. 
According to its announcement May 16, the San Francisco Municipal 

Transportation Agency “will extend parking meter hours until 10 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and add Sunday meter hours from 12 p.m. until 6 p.m., 
beginning July 2023 and continuing in phases through December 2024.”  

Implementation of the change for Noe Valley, Glen Park, and Bernal 
Heights will start in Phase 4, running January to March 2024. The Inner 
Mission, Mission south of 24th Street, and Calle 24/24th Street are part of the 
final Phase 6, running May to December 2024. The current meter hours for 
Noe Valley are 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday through Saturday.  

A few neighborhoods already have the longer hours, noted SFMTA blogger 
duo Melissa Culross and Pamela Johnson. They pointed out that meters run 
into the evenings in Fisherman’s Wharf (7 p.m.), Potrero Hill and Mission Bay 
(10 p.m.), and the northern and eastern waterfronts (11 p.m.). Fisherman’s 
Wharf and those same waterfronts already have Sunday metering, too.  

The SFMTA argues that longer metering hours means parking spaces will 
turn over more quickly and fewer cars will be driving around searching for 
spots (and thus polluting the atmosphere). Also, extending meter hours will 
help the transit system avoid “a potentially catastrophic budget shortfall [and] 
a projected $130 million deficit starting in FY 2025.” Without more funding, 
the agency says, it will be forced to cut “the equivalent of 20 Muni lines.” 

Culross/Johnson noted that the city would replace the meters before the new 
times started. The new meters, they said, will have “bigger, brighter, and easier 
to use screens.” No mention was made of the rates. Gulp. 

To find out more, write meterhours@sfmta.com, visit the project website 
(SFMTA.com/ModernizingMeterHours), or call 415-646-2228. 

—Sally Smith 

 

Henry Sultan’s Stonehenge (above) and 

Jenny Badger Sultan’s Mythic Rock (right) 

will be among the paintings exhibited at a 

retrospective of the couple’s work June 10 

through July 31 at First Unitarian on 

Franklin Street. 

S H O R T 
T A K E S 

It’s Happening Now at  
ART HAUS

•ART CAMP  June 12 — Aug. 18  (Camp closed July 3 — 7) 
 
• Life Drawing  evenings starting June 4 
 
• Adult Classes  

and Workshops  evenings starting June 13 

 

Art Haus • 3977 24th Street 

For more information on  
Programs, Artist Calls and 

Commissioned artwork, email 
info@arthaussf.com

https://www.sfmta.com/ModernizingMeterHours
https://chung24gallery.com/
mailto:info@arthaussf.com
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                Just Listed    Just Listed  
   
SPACIOUS, SUN-DRENCHED, VIEW CONDO
2 bd/2.5 ba/1pk/1dk |  188 Mary Theresa

   
PRIVATE, MISSION DOLORES HIDEAWAY

2 bd/1 ba/1pk/1dk |  2189 Market St.  #6

Representing buyers and 
sellers in Noe Valley and 

throughout the City.

https://stefanodezerega.com/
mailto:sdezerega@corcoranicon.com
https://hughgroocock.com/
mailto:hugh@hughgroocock.com
https://www.foliosf.com/
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Like the red-tailed hawks on Billy 
Goat Hill, shoppers were finding 

nests in Noe Valley in April, buying 17 
homes, including three with price tags 
over $4.5 million. 

The tally was three more than in 
March, but nine fewer than in April a 
year ago, according to data provided to 
the Noe Valley Voice by Corcoran Icon 
Properties. 

It was apparent that high interest 
rates and recession jitters continued to 
restrain residential sales. 

“I think buyers are pickier and taking 
more time” to commit to a property, 

said Corcoran CEO Randall Kostick. 
“And even if you have more buyers 
coming to the table, they are not going 
overboard in what they are offering.” 

In the “single-family” home catego-
ry, buyers submitted bids averaging just 
2 percent more than the seller’s asking 
price, contrasted with 22 percent the 
same month last year. 

Contributing to the slow pace was 
the relative scarcity of homes in Noe 
Valley this spring, said Kostick. In 
April, for example, 65 new homes hit 
the market. That was half the number 
of properties homeowners made avail-
able in April 2022 (121). 

“People are married to their interest 
rates,” said Kostick, explaining that 
owners whose current mortgage was 
low were understandably reluctant to 
sell their property and buy a new home 
at a higher rate. 

Mortgage rates hovered around 3 
percent from July 2020 through 
December 2021, then began to rise, hit-
ting an average 6.4 percent in April of 
this year. In mid-May, they had reached 
6.9 percent. 

“You only get half the house for the 
same money,” Kostick said. “That’s not 
very attractive.” 

Kostick noted that one of the three 
$4.5-million-plus buyers in April signed 
a contract for $800,000 less than what 
the seller had initially sought. 

But the three “high-enders” all 
shared one thing: the number five. 

A five-bedroom, five-bath home in 
the 200 block of Clipper Street, 
between Sanchez and Noe streets, sold 
for the seller’s asking price of $4.5 mil-
lion. 

A five-bedroom, five-bath house on 
the first block of Day Street, between 
Dolores Street and San Jose Avenue, 
sold for $4.7 million. That was 14.5 
percent below the listed price 
($5,495,000). 

Bathrooms to Spare 

The most expensive Noe Valley 
home in April, selling for its asking 
price of $4,995,000, boasted five bed-
rooms as well, but it offered six bath-
rooms on its four floors totalling 4,105 
square feet of living space. 

Built in 2021 and designed by John 
Lum Architecture, the modern jewel in 
the 600 block of 28th Street, between 
Diamond and Douglass streets, featured 
floor-to-ceiling glass walls, Gaggenau 
appliances, a kitchen island with 
“waterfall” marble siding, radiant floor 
heat, air conditioning on the top-floor 
level, and a roof deck (with a hot tub) 

offering views of the city and beyond. 
The property also included an in-law 
apartment, two terraces leading to a 
backyard garden, and a two-car garage 
with EV plug-in. 

The three luxury homes helped push 
the average price of a detached home inn 
April to nearly $3.2 million—a hefty 
outlay but way below the $3.6 million 
average in April 2022. 

A ‘House-Like’ Condominium 

The typical condo in April cost $1.8 
million, about $200,000 more on aver-
age than in April a year ago. Buyers 
paid 6 percent above the asking price, 
compared to 15 percent more in 2022. 

The priciest condo this go-round was 
a three-bedroom, 2.5-bath home on 
Homestead Street between 24th and 
25th streets. The unit sold for $2.5 mil-
lion—13.9 percent more than its asking 
price ($1,195,000). 

With 2,430 square feet of living 
space, it was the largest of two resi-
dences in an Edwardian constructed in 
1909 and renovated in 2006. The 
home’s open-plan design affords living 
and dining areas that flow to a breakfastt 
nook or deck with panoramic views. 
The professional kitchen featured a six-
burner Viking range, Calacatta Oro 
marble countertops, a walk-in pantry, 
and a marble island with stool seating.  

Topping it all off was a landscaped 
garden with numerous fruit and decora-
tive trees. �

The Cost of 
Living in Noe

This ultramodern five-bedroom house 

on 28th Street featured the finest that 

$4,995,000 could buy in April, including 

vaulted ceilings, rooftop views, and an in-law 

studio apartment. 

 

  

Noe Valley Rents** 
                    No. in                      Range                      Average                  Average                  Average 
Unit            Sample                 May 2023                   May 2023              April 2023               May 2022 

Studio            8           $2,000 – $2,595       $2,306 / mo.       $2,254 / mo.       $2,193 / mo. 

1-bdrm        34           $1,725 – $6,000       $2,977 / mo.       $3,096 / mo.       $2,939 / mo. 

2-bdrm        34           $2,995 – $6,600       $4,120 / mo.       $4,054 / mo.       $4,115 / mo. 

3-bdrm        22           $3,750 – $9,500       $5,574 / mo.       $5,957 / mo.       $5,428 / mo. 

4+-bdrm        7          $5,999 – $18,500     $11,105 / mo.      $9,851 / mo.       $9,042 / mo.  
**  This survey is based on a sample of 105 Noe Valley rental listings appearing on Craigslist.org 

from April 12 to May 10, 2023. In May 2022, there were 142 listings.                                 NVV6/2023

Noe Valley Home Sales* 
                                                      Low                       High                    Average         Avg. Days      Sale Price as 
Total Sales                      No.          Price ($)                Price ($)                Price ($)        on Market   % of List Price  

Single-family homes 

April 2023               8      $1,700,000      $4,995,000       $3,151,870         22                  102% 

March 2023             6      $1,500,000       $4,100,000       $2,242,083         29                  105% 

April 2022             14      $1,850,000       $6,500,000       $3,571,071         14                  122% 

Condominiums/TICs 

April 2023               7      $1,115,000       $2,500,000       $1,795,714         40                  106% 

March 2023             8        $830,000       $3,260,000       $1,789,374         19                  105% 

April 2022             10        $960,000       $2,500,000       $1,602,400         18                  115% 

2- to 4-unit buildings 

April 2023               1      $2,350,000       $2,350,000       $2,350,000         12                  107% 

March 2023             0                  —                   —                   —         —                      — 

April 2022               2      $2,175,000       $2,280,000       $2,227,500         31                   99% 

5+unit buildings  

April 2023               1      $2,190,000       $2,190,000       $2,190,000         53                   95% 

March 2023             0                  —                   —                   —         —                      — 

April 2022               0                  —                   —                   —         —                      — 

 
*This survey includes all Noe Valley home sales completed during the month. Noe Valley is loosely 

defined as the area bordered by Grand View, 22nd, Guerrero, and 30th streets.  The Noe Valley Voice 
thanks Corcoran Icon Properties, San Francisco, for providing sales data.                       NVV 6/2023

 

 

 

 

The hillside location of a three-bedroom 

condominium in this Edwardian on 

Homestead Street afforded views of the 

East Bay for those who purchased it in April 

for $2.5 million. The home also featured a 

back yard with apple, lemon, and apricot 

trees. Photos by Corrie M. Anders 

Buyers Remain ‘Picky’ 
By Corrie M. Anders

�
Custom Home Renovation�
Green Building�
Foundation Replacements�
New Garages�

�

!"#$806.2635((((()))$**+,-+./01-+.2$23-(

45(67489:8(;%<=%!%(

B.B. Birirmingham, Inc.mingham, Inc.
General Contractor�

PALM SPRINGS 
Living in the Sun 

Escape the fog and snarls of City life to Paradise on Earth. 
Experience the hot springs, golf courses and spas and make the bountiful 
desert your new home. Buy here where properties are  
2 to 3 times less expensive than in the  
LA or SF Bay Area! 

Contact Tom Campagna, your  
Real Estate expert for Palm Springs,  
Indian Wells, La Quinta and the  
surrounding area.  
 
mrtomc@pacbell.net 
415.328.5456 cell

 Realtor Associate     CalRE#00402828

https://sfbay.craigslist.org/
https://www.bbirminghaminc.com/
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Thank You 

American Conservatory Theater
Archbishop Riordan High School

Bay Area Discovery Museum
Bella Ceramica

Berkeley Repertory Theatre
Bloomingdale's
Caffe Sociale

Canyon Market
Chipotle

City Gal Bakes
Dolled and Dapper Salon

Driscoll's Valencia St. Serra Mortuary
Duggan's Serra Mortuary

EC Art & Design
Exploratorium

Katrina Berman - TAYLOR / MONROE
Lagunitas Brewing Company
Lehr's German Specialties

McEvoy Ranch
Mehta Plastic Surgery

Mr. Digby's Bar & Restaurant

Oakland Athletics
Oriental Trading Company

Original Joe's Westlake
Presidio Bowl

Presidio Golf Course
Primeros Pasos Preschool

San Francisco Ballet
San Francisco Baseball Academy

San Francisco Museum of Modern Art
San Francisco Opera

San Francisco Symphony
San Jose Sharks
SF United FC

Simply Uniforms
Sonoma Raceway

Space Cadet Baking Company
St. Ignatius High School

The Valley Tavern
Tito's Handmade Vodka

TOAST Eatery Church Street
Vine Hospitality

Thanks so much to all the generous sponsors and donors
who helped make St. Paul's Derby a fun Gala Dinner-

Auction-Dance event and fundraising success. 

to wonderful supporters of

Dinner and Auction benefitting 
St. Paul's Parish & School 

If you happen to contact one of these businesses, mention you
saw their name in the Noe Valley Voice and THANK THEM on

behalf of all who attended and organized our Gala.

Check out a
recap of the 
St. Paul's Derby 

Get more 
info about 

St. Paul's School

3885a cesar chavez street (at church st) san francisco, ca 
phone: 415.282.4712  omnivorebooks.com

omnivore books on food

  
OMNIVORE BOOKS  
UPCOMING EVENTS

 
HETTY MCKINNON • TENDERHEART: A COOKBOOK 
ABOUT VEGETABLES AND UNBREAKABLE FAMILY 
BONDS• 6:30 P.M. FREE!  A tender tribute and an exploration 
of how food connects us to our loved ones, and gives us the tools to 
make recipes that are healthful, economical, and bursting with flavor.

CRYSTELLE PEREIRA • FLAVOR KITCHEN: VIBRANT 
RECIPES WITH CREATIVE TWISTS• 3:00 P.M. FREE!  
Inspired by her travels and heritage, a Great British Bake Off alum 
showcases her Portuguese-Goan roots and pantry creativity!

PAILIN CHONGCHITNANT • SABAI: 100 SIMPLE THAI 
RECIPES FOR ANY DAY OF THE WEEK• 3:00 P.M. FREE!  
Sabai means comfortable, or relaxed. Feel sabai in your own kitchen  
as Pai empowers you to make Thai food part of your everyday routine.

THURS
JUNE

8

SAT
JUNE

24

SAT
JULY

22

Writers! 
 
 
Submit your poetry, short fiction or essay to 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com  
by July 15 for inclusion in our next  
Raising the Words editon in August. Keep it to 750 words. 
 
No payment, but your work will be seen by thousands  
in print and at www.noevalleyvoice.com. 
 
Thank you!

Where the Voice Readers 

Santiago Esparaza joined his son Mateo Dunn the Magician on 24th Street last 
month. 

       Photo by Sally Smith

Jenny Hanson and daughter Antonia Franci kept their Voice dry while paddleboarding in 
the tidal basin at our nation’s captial.  

     

 
 
 

Want to show your neighbors what you’ve been up to and where you’ve been? 
Pack a copy of the Noe Valley Voice in your luggage and send a photo to 

editor@noevalleyvoice.com

https://omnivorebooks.myshopify.com/
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WINTER 

 

T
he wind bit at her neck and 

crawled up her legs, sneaking 

itself into those very places she 

did her best to cover. She fidgeted with 

the keys, eager for the warmth of her 

house. 

As she pulled off her jacket, she 

caught a whiff of menthol cigarettes 

and Victoria’s Secret perfume, cool and 

sweet. Reminded of her night, she felt 

an aching in her chest. She was tired. 

She was lonely. 

She wanted someone to soothe the 

aching, to rub Vicks on her chest, to 

warm her cold body, to fill the empti-

ness in her. 

There was Something Missing. 

As she took off her makeup, she 

looked in the mirror, watching pinky-

orange skin turn translucent, revealing 

red bumps and dark purple circles. She 

had to look away from the mirror 

before tears escaped her eyes. 

When she looked down at the wipe, 

several eyelashes lay amidst the black 

and pink smears. She debated picking 

them off the wipe and making wishes 

but decided against it. This felt like 

cheating. 

Her phone buzzed once, twice, three 

times. She read text after text about 

their nights, their boyfriends, their 

loves. She replied with purple hearts 

and exclamation points, feeling the cold 

spread through her body.  

She dreamt about yellow daisies and 

soft rain and what was Missing, waking 

only to turn up the heat.  

 

SPRING 

 

The snow melted. But the cold in 

her did not leave.  

As grass and flowers grew, she 

seemed to shrink and shrivel. The 

monotony of day-to-day life was 

becoming unbearable. Classes dragged 

on slowly. Breaks were worse. People 

gathered outside in pairs. There was 

the blue boy and the girl with honey 

hair. There was the couple with pink 

cheeks, and the one with silver eyes. 

She made her way over to a seat in the 

school garden. She noticed the lilac 

flowers bunched in a corner. One of 

them was growing slightly farther from 

the rest. It tilted its head towards the 

others, longing to be nearer. She turned 

and watched the silver eyes as they 

met each other, the pink cheeks as they 

turned red with lust, and the blue boy 

as he ran his hands through the honey 

hair.  

She returned home with these pairs 

on her mind. Undressing, she examined 

her figure. Small body. Not quite small 

enough. She poked at her stomach and 

ran her hands lightly over her breasts. 

She wanted to blame this body for the 

Something Missing. But she knew it was 

not so. She knew her body was, in fact, 

the closest thing she had to the 

Something Missing. It was the thing 

connecting her to the array of after-

shaves, broad chests, and muscled arms. 

But of these bodies she knew, none 

had pink cheeks or silver eyes. None 

were blue. And none would really be 

hers. 

 

SUMMER 

 

He bit at her neck and crawled his 

hands up her legs, sneaking himself 

into those very places she did her best 

to cover. This is fun, she told herself. As 

their bodies rocked, she dreamt of ice-

cold lemonade and trips to Spain and 

someone to love. Afterward, he held 

her. His hand, warm from the heat of 

summer, traced her shoulder. She felt 

okay. Distracted. Good enough. 

 

FALL 

 

When the falling leaves settled, so 

did she. She did not think so 

much about the Something Missing.  

She spent time with the mountains 

and the books. She cooked mushrooms 

like her grandma had taught her and 

took long baths in warm, soapy water. 

She let him touch her in the places she 

had tried to cover. It was not quite it, 

but it was close enough.  

Sometimes though, in moments of 

quiet desperation, of inexorable loneli-

ness, she would look up at the autumn 

sky, suck in her breath, and watch the 

clouds––the shapes reminding her of 

someone that she knew but that she 

had not yet met.  

Feeling the cold pierce her heart, she 

would dig her nails deep into her chest 

trying to get rid of the ice. Only when 

she saw little drops of blood run down 

her stomach would she stop.  

And then breathe. She would return. 

Sinking back into her routine, distract-

ing herself with sweet, juicy plums and 

bright green nail polish, waiting for the 

next moment that the paleness of her 

skin, the loneliness of the lilac flower, 

the stillness of the night would catch 

her attention and remind her. � 

 

OTHER VOICES 
f iction, poetry, creative nonfiction •  the noe val ley voice

Ella Rosenblatt is a recent graduate 
of Pitzer College with a degree in 
Environmental Analysis and a minor in 
English. She is interested in how writing 
and poetry can be used not only as 
forms of expression but as modes of 
activism, specifically in the realm of 
environmental work. She considers 
much of her poetry work to be part of 
the ecopoetics tradition.

Wendy’s Rose 2. Illustration by Jack Tipple

Something Missing 
By Ella Rosenblatt

Noe Valley
3868 24th Street • 641-4433
Noe Valley
1551 Church (at Duncan) • 648-1166
Bernal Heights
745 Cortland Avenue • 642-7585
Inner Sunset
401 Irving Street • 742-4662

Offering 50 Varieties of
C • O • F • F • E • E
by the pound 

or half-pound

Custom Drinks
Healthy Breakfasts
Delicious Pastries
Mouthwatering Desserts

• • •
Open Monday through Saturday

5:00 a.m. to 7:30 p.m.

Sundays 5:30 a.m. to 7:00 p.m.

CHARLES SPIEGEL ATTORNEY 
Mediation & Consensual Dispute Resolution Only

CharlesSpiegelLaw.com • CharlesSpiegelLaw@gmail.com 
1102 Sanchez St. • SF, CA 94114 • 415.644.4555

 
Email for Information on: 

Pre & Post Marital Planning & Agreements 
Divorce Options Workshop Wed. June 14. 

 
File & Serve Divorce in June for 2023 Effective Date.  

Thanks to Noe Valley for Donating $250,000+ 
 for our Action-SF.com Victory Funds. 

https://www.charliespiegel.net/
https://action-sf.com/
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Summer Days Ahead 

Summer Session at Upper Noe Rec Center begins June 6. And on June 26, 
summer hours expand to include Mondays from 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m., with 

more Pickleball time and more Open Gym. For a gentler activity, we recom-
mend International Folk Dancing on Wednesdays from 10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. 

Prior to June 6, the building will remain open for activities like Zumba, 
Pickleball, Open Gym, Advanced Volleyball, and A Place to Play. Many classes 
and activities are drop-in and free. Call the office at 415 970-8061 or visit 
www.uppernoerecreationcenter.com for more information. 

The group Friends of Upper Noe Recreation Center lobbies relentlessly to 
ensure the grounds are safe and attractive. The most effective way to improve 
park conditions is to alert San Francisco Customer Service (3-1-1), either by 
phone, web, or the easy-to-use phone app, if you spot a problem. Park personnel 
rely on your reports to prioritize service requests. Help them keep the park 
healthy. For issues related to Joby’s Dog Run, open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m., call 3-1-1 
or email  info@fundogsf.org. 

—Chris Faust, Friends of Upper Noe Recreation Center 
 

Upper Noe Summer Session (June 6 to Aug. 12, 2023) 
Rec Center Hours, 295 Day St.: Mon: 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Tues.–Fri., 10 a.m. to 7:30 

p.m.; Sat., 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.; Sun. closed, outside activities only.  
Park Grounds: Daily, 7 a.m. to 10 p.m.

U P P E R  N O E  R E C R E A T I O N  C E N T E R

A brilliant crescent Moon and the planet Venus pierce through the fog over Upper Noe 

Rec Center in late May.                                                                      Photo by Chris Faust

 

A Place to Play (free play) 
10 to 11:30 a.m. weekdays 

1 to 4 p.m. Saturday 

Hours are subject to change. 

Monday 
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Pickleball (all ages) 

FREE 

2 to 4:30 p.m. Open Gym (all ages) 

Tuesday 
9 to 10 a.m. Zumba (outside) FREE 

10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Pickleball (all ages) 

FREE 

Noon to 1 p.m. Pilates (all levels) 

1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Pilates (all levels) 

2 to 5 p.m. Open Gym (youth) 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Open Gym (adult) 

6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Yoga Hatha 

Wednesday 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Open Gym (adult) 

10:45 a.m. to 12:15 p.m. International 

Folk Dancing (Adult) 

Noon to 1 p.m. Feldenkrais (18+) FREE 

2 to 5 p.m. Open Gym (youth) 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Drop-In Adult Volleyball 

(advanced players only)  

Thursday 
10 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Pickleball (all ages) 

FREE 

Noon to 1 p.m. Pilates (all levels) 

1:30 to 2:30 p.m. Pilates (all levels) 

2 to 5 p.m. Open Gym (youth) 

4 to 5 p.m. Karate- Little Kickers (6-8 

yrs) 

5 to 6 p.m. Karate Kids (9-12 yrs) 

5:30 to 7:30 p.m. Open Gym (adult) 

Friday 
9 to 10 a.m. Zumba (outside) FREE 

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Open Gym (adult) 

2 to 3:30 p.m. Open Gym (youth) 

Saturday 
9:30 to 10:30 a.m. Family Zumba FREE 

10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Open Gym 

WWaatteerr::  OOnnee  ggaalllloonn  ppeerr  

ppeerrssoonn  ttoo  llaasstt  33  ttoo  55  ddaayyss..  

((UUssee  bblleeaacchh  ttoo  ppuurriiffyy  iitt,,    

22  ttoo  44  ddrrooppss  ppeerr  qquuaarrtt..))  

FFoooodd  ffoorr  33  ttoo  55  ddaayyss..  CChhoooossee  ccaannnneedd  

oorr  ddrriieedd  ssoouuppss,,  jjuuiiccee,,  mmiillkk,,  eettcc..  

CCooookkiinngg  SSuupppplliieess::  AA  ggrriillll  oorr  ccaammpp  

ssttoovvee  ((oouuttddoooorrss  oonnllyy)),,  uutteennssiillss,,  

  mmaattcchheess..  

CCllootthhiinngg::  LLiigghhtt  aanndd  hheeaavvyy  

llaayyeerrss  ffoorr  aallll,,  ssttoorreedd  ttoo  ssttaayy  

ddrryy..  IInncclluuddee  aa  ppaaiirr  ooff  sshhooeess  

aanndd  gglloovveess..  

SSaaffeettyy::  FFllaasshhlliigghhtt,,  rraaddiioo  aanndd  

bbaatttteerriieess,,  rrooppee,,  kknniiffee//sscciissssoorrss,,  

ffiirree  eexxttiinngguuiisshheerr,,  wwrreenncchh  ffoorr  

uuttiilliittyy  sshhuutt--ooffff..  

SSuupppplliieess  ssuucchh  aass  ccaasshh,,  

hhoouussee  oorr  ccaarr  kkeeyyss,,  

  iimmppoorrttaanntt  ddooccuummeennttss,,  

mmaappss..  

HHyyggiieennee::  HHaanndd  ssaanniittiizz--

eerr,,  ttooiilleett  ppaappeerr,,  sshhaamm--

ppoooo,,  ttooootthhbbrruusshh,,  aanndd  

ttooootthhppaassttee..  

SSppeecciiaall  iitteemmss  ffoorr  cchhiillddrreenn,,  tthhee  

  eellddeerrllyy,,  oorr  ppeeooppllee  wwiitthh  ddiissaabbiilliittiieess..  

SShheelltteerr::  TTeenntt,,  sslleeeeppiinngg  bbaaggss..  

MMeeddiiccaall::  FFiirrsstt--aaiidd  kkiitt,,  

pprreessccrriippttiioonnss,,  mmeeddiiccaa--

ttiioonnss,,  aanndd  aann  eexxttrraa  ppaaiirr  

ooff  ggllaasssseess..  

PPeett  SSuupppplliieess,,  ssuucchh  aass  ffoooodd,,  wwaatteerr,,  

lleeaasshh,,  mmeeddiiccaattiioonnss,,  aanndd  ccaarrrriieerr..

Designing Your Earthquake Kit 
Suzanne Herel and Sally Smith 
Illustrations by Karol Barske 

AArree  yyoouu  rreeaaddyy  ttoo  ffaaccee  tthhee  nneexxtt  eeaarrtthhqquuaakkee,,  sseevveerree  wweeaatthheerr  eevveenntt,,  oorr  hheeaalltthh  
eemmeerrggeennccyy??  TThhiinnkk  ooff  tthhee  tthhiinnggss  yyoouu  mmiigghhtt  nneeeedd  iinn  oorrddeerr  ttoo  lliivvee  ffoorr  aa  

wweeeekk  wwiitthhoouutt  wwaatteerr  oorr  eelleeccttrriicciittyy..    
BBeellooww  iiss  aa  lliisstt  ooff  iitteemmss  ttoo  ppuutt  iinn  yyoouurr  hhoommee  pprreeppaarreeddnneessss  kkiitt,,  ssuuggggeesstteedd  bbyy  

tthhee  SSaann  FFrraanncciissccoo  FFiirree  DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt’’ss  NNeeiigghhbboorrhhoooodd  EEmmeerrggeennccyy  RReessppoonnssee  
TTeeaamm  ((NNEERRTT))..  TToo  ggeett  mmoorree  iinnffoorrmmaattoonn  oorr  ttoo  ffiinndd  oouutt  aabboouutt  tthhee  ddeeppaarrttmmeenntt’’ss  
ttrraaiinniinnggss  iinn  ddiissaasstteerr  pprreeppaarreeddnneessss,,  ccaallll  441155--997700--22002222  oorr  vviissiitt  
ssffffddnneerrtt@@ssffggoovv..oorrgg  oorr  wwwwww..ssffggoovv..oorrgg//ssffnneerrtt..

Checklist for the ‘Go Bag’ 
It never hurts to have a “go bag” at 
your workplace or in your car. 

□ Comfortable walking shoes 
□ Flashlight 
□ Extra pair of glasses 
□ Crank or battery radio 
□ Food and water 
□ Cash ($100 in small bills) 
□ Basic first-aid, medications 
□ Change of clothes 
□ Toiletries 
□ Big trash bag, mylar blanket 
□ Copy of driver’s license 
□ Contact info, paper, pencil, 

family or pet photo

Marga Gomez’s 
Swimming With Lesbians

SF • June 11 - 25

Adam Strauss Is Not Unhappy
& The Mushroom Cure

San Francisco

Craig & MacGregor’s 
Not Just Jazz

Berkeley • Wednesdays

Marsh Youth Theater
Classes & Camps

San Francisco

The Marsh Presents 
Monday Night Marsh

San Francisco & Online

The Marsh Presents
MarshStream
Online Only

The Never Too Late Show
starring Don Reed
SF • Starts June 10

Josh Kornbluth’s
Citizen Brain

Berkeley • Starts June 10

Summer 2023
SAN FRANCISCO & BERKELEY

Info & Tickets:  themarsh.org

Brian Copeland’s 
The Waiting Period

San Francisco

https://themarsh.org/
https://themarsh.org/
mailto:accionjg@aol.com
https://www.ccsf.edu/academics/class-schedule
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Store Trek is a regular Voice feature, 
highlighting new stores, restaurants, 
and other businesses in Noe Valley. 
This month, we feature a yoga studio 
that has faced a number of changes in 
the past few years. 

 
FOLK YOGA 
4159B 24th Street Unit B 
415-552-9644 
https://folksf.com/locations/noe/ 
 

Earlier this year, David Nelson 
rebranded his seven yoga studios 

around San Francisco under the name 
of Folk Yoga. The business included the 
location at 4159 24th St., between 
Castro and Diamond streets, that for-
merly had housed Moxie, a yoga studio 
he acquired a majority ownership stake 
in last year. 

He also had a designer create a new 
logo that includes a stylized version of 
a person. It is reminiscent of the people 
found in the artwork and graffiti of the 
famed late gay artist Keith Haring.  

“As we looked at what made us and 
what we are, it boiled down to people 
and relationships with people,” 
explained Nelson of the new name and 
imagery. “What makes us what we are 
is the people.” 

Folk Yoga’s Noe Valley location has 
a 1,500 sq. ft. wood-floored room for 
yoga and fitness classes in the ground 
floor of its building. A light well on the 
left wall allows in sunlight through a 
set of windows, while in the back is a 
bathroom on the right side and on the 
left is the door into a smaller room for 
storage. 

The expansive space can accommo-
date up to 25 yoga mats. The studio 
isn’t readily seen from the sidewalk, as 
there is a smaller entrance area for a 
reception desk, seating, and a small 
retail shelf displaying branded shirts 
and water bottles for sale. Classes on 
offer include Foundations Yoga, which 
focuses on yoga asana (posture) and 
pranayama (breath regulation), and 
Prenatal Yoga, geared for those at any 
point in their pregnancy. A special yoga 
class for queer and transgender practi-
tioners takes place Thursday evenings, 
while strength-training classes are held 
throughout the week. 

No one works full-time at Folk, since 
all payments and class signups are now 
handled online. Different yoga instruc-
tors cycle in and out throughout the 
day, opening up the space for their 
classes. Walk-ins are currently not 
allowed.  

“We do require pre-signups. It keeps 
it so much simpler,” said Nelson. 
“Everything is done online, and you 
pay ahead of time.” 

Nelson, Folk’s CEO, opened his first 
yoga studio in the city’s Castro district 
in 1998 with co-owner Darren Main. 
They then acquired a building on 
Divisadero Street in NoPa (North of the 
Panhandle) in 2004 and relocated their 
business. They also renamed it Yoga 
Garden due to the garden setting of the 
new space. 

Main eventually departed as a co-
owner, though he still teaches yoga 
classes for Folk. Nelson’s acquisition of 
Moxie in March last year brought six 
additional yoga studio locations under 
his management. 

In addition to the Noe Valley and 

NoPa studios, there are now Folk Yoga 
locations in Nob Hill, the Mission, 
Bernal, the Richmond, and the Sunset. 
With the Covid pandemic ebbing due to 
the rollout of vaccines for the coron-
avirus, Nelson saw buying Moxie as a 
good business decision at the time. 

“I felt it was coming to an end,” 
recalled Nelson. 

While he had moved his business 
online at the start of the pandemic in 
2020, Nelson knew remaining virtual 
wasn’t economically feasible. The 
video yoga classes didn’t bring in the 
same revenue as in-person offerings 
had, and he saw taking over Moxie as a 
way to quickly build up the physical, 
in-person experience. 

“I took a bet that was the direction 
the community was moving in and that 
people were not going to stay in their 
apartments forever, so it was a gam-
ble,” said Nelson. “It has been a slow 
build. It is definitely not back to where 
it was. We are at 50 percent overall, 
though some classes are packed.” 

One advantage for his business, iron-
ically, is a faltering local economy, 
noted Nelson, who pointed out that tak-
ing a yoga class is less expensive than 
going out to dinner with friends. Thus, 
he isn’t concerned about the recent 
wave of layoffs at local tech companies 
hurting his bottom line.  

“It is the same thing with movies. 
When the economy tanks, doing yoga is 
a relatively cheap activity,” said 
Nelson. 

Folk Yoga offers a special deal of 
$15 for a person’s first class, and if 
they want to come back, they can apply 
it toward the cost of its All Access 
Membership, which costs $79 for the 
first month and $199 thereafter.  

Single classes normally run $30, 
though a 10-class pass that must be 
used within 90 days can be bought for 
$260. 

The biggest challenge Nelson faced 
this spring was hiring enough yoga 
teachers to meet the demand for class-
es. He now employs 80 teachers who 
offer a combined 200 classes a week at 
the various Folk locations, and says he 
could accommodate much more with an 
increased staff. 

“The number of people we are hiring 
has just been crazy,” said Nelson. 

To help fill the positions, Folk Yoga 
runs a school to train instructors out of 
its NoPa location. The trainings run a 

total of 200 hours, and graduates gain 
listing on an industry registry for certi-
fied yoga teachers. (The state of 
California doesn’t have a license for 
yoga teachers as it does for other pro-
fessions.)  

Before switching his career focus to 
yoga, Nelson formerly worked as the 
budget director at the University of San 
Francisco. A fitness buff and single gay 
dad—his daughter Arielle, 19, attends a 
Parisian art college, and his younger 
daughter, Ingrid, 16, is in high school—
Nelson took up yoga in the 1990s for 

his own health reasons. 
“I started for my back, and it has 

been doing wonders for me,” he said. 
Folk Yoga offers classes at its Noe 

Valley location seven days a week at 
various times. Its instructors also offer 
free 60-minute yoga sessions at 11 a.m. 
on Sunday mornings in the Noe Valley 
Town Square every other week, as it 
switches off sessions with another local 
yoga business, Yoga Flow.  

The next Folk Yoga dates at the 
square are June 4 and 18. 

—Matthew S. Bajko

S T O R E 
T R E K 

 
 

Instructor Kat Edwards demonstrates a chair pose in her flow yoga class at Folk Yoga on 24th Street near Diamond Street.     Photo by Art Bodner

https://www.novysf.com/


20 The Noe Valley Voice • June 2023 

NOE  
VALLEY

LOCAL 
Services

June 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29: The Noe Valley 
Library hosts a Family STORYTIME on 
Thursdays, at 10:15 am and again at 11 am; 
space is limited. 

June 1-11: The 22nd SF DOCUMENTARY 
Film Festival, featuring local filmmakers, will 
be held at the Roxie Theater, 3117 16th, 
and online. sfdocfest2023.eventive.org 

June 1-July 8: CREATIVITY EXPLORED 
hosts “Figuratively Speaking: Art in 
Advertising, Writing in Art,” work by 
Douglas Sheran. 3245 16th. Tues.-Fri., 10 
am-5 pm, or by appointment: 642-1000; 
 creativityexplored.org 

June 1-July 22: CHUNG 24 Gallery shows 
“Remnants,” an exhibition of photographic 
montage and mixed media by Liz Steketee. 
Wed.-Sat., 1:30-6 pm. 4071 24th. 
chung24gallery.com 

June 1-July 31: GALLERY SANCHEZ at 
the Noe Valley Ministry exhibits “Nature & 
Nurture: Landscape and Cultural Parody” 
by multimedia artist Ken Sakatani. 
Reception June 3, 2-4 pm; check gallery 
hours, ken@sakataniarts.com. 1021 
Sanchez. 282-2317. 

June 3: Chamber group Ensemble for 
These Times performs “CRYSTAL: 15th 
Anniversary Celebration.” 7:30 pm. Noe 
Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez. e4tt.org 

June 3-18: The 2023 San Francisco 
International ARTS FESTIVAL features 
music, dance, art and spoken word per-
formances at various venues, including 
Brava Theater, 2781 24th. 399-9554; sfiaf.org 

June 3, 10, 17 & 24: The Noe Valley 
FARMERS MARKET offers fresh produce 
and fun, Saturdays 8 am to 1 pm. 3861 24th. 
248-1332; noevalleyfarmersmarket.com 

June 3-24: NOE WALKS traipses all 
around the neighborhood on Saturdays, 
starting at 10 am. Meet at 24th and 
Sanchez. 

June 4: ACTION SF hosts virtual monthly 
meetings, open to all, from noon to 1:30 
pm. Email actionsfsolidarity@gmail.com for 
the link. 

June 4:  LLooookk  ffoorr  tthhee  ssccrreeeenniinngg  oorr  ssttrreeaamm--
iinngg  ooff  SSEEAANN  DDOORRSSEEYY  DDaannccee::  DDrreeaammiinngg  TTrraannss  
aanndd  QQuueeeerr  FFuuttuurreess  aatt  tthhee  SSFF  IInnddiiee  FFeesstt..  99  ppmm..  
RRooxxiiee  TThheeaatteerr,,  33111177  1166tthh..  SSffiinnddiiee..oorrgg    

June 4, 11 & 18: Folk and Yoga Flow alter-
nate Sundays with free YOGA; bring your 
own mat, water. 11 am-noon. Town Square, 
3861 24th. noevalleytownsquare.com 

JJuunnee  55::  OODDDD  MMOONNDDAAYYSS  cceelleebbrraatteess  
QQuueeeerr  PPrriiddee  MMoonntthh  wwiitthh  rreeaaddiinnggss  bbyy  LLuuccyy  
JJaannee  BBlleeddssooee,,  MMiiaahh  JJeeffffrraa,,  aanndd  AAjjuuaann  MMaannccee..  
77--88  ppmm..  BBeetthhaannyy  UUMMCC,,  11227700  SSaanncchheezz. face-
book.com/OddMondays 

JJuunnee  66::  CChhiillddrreenn  aanndd  tthheeiirr  ffaammiilliieess  aarree  
iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  ddrraaww  iimmaaggeess  oonn  SSCCRRAATTCCHH--
BBOOAARRDD..  22::3300--33::3300  ppmm..  Noe Valley Library, 
451 Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org 

JJuunnee  77::  MMeemmbbeerrss  ooff  tthhee  SSIISSTTEERRSS  ooff  
PPeerrppeettuuaall  IInndduullggeennccee  sshhaarree  tthheeiirr  ““SSiissttoorryy””  
aatt  aa  ssppeecciiaall  eevveenniinngg  aatt  BBeetthhaannyy  UUMMCC..  77--88  
ppmm..  11227700  SSaanncchheezz. Bethanysf.org 

June 8: Poet Laureate Kim Shuck’s POEM 
JAM features writers from Oakland’s Beast 
Crawl. 6-7:15 pm. The Main Library, 100 
Larkin. 557-4400; sfpl.org 

June 8: The Noe Valley Ministry offers a 
meditative LABYRINTH WALK, 6:30 pm. 
1021 Sanchez. noevalleyministry.org 

JJuunnee  88  &&  2244::  OOmmnniivvoorree  BBooookkss  oonn  FFoooodd  
hhoossttss  CCHHEEFFSS  aanndd  ccuulliinnaarryy  aarrttiissttss  HHeettttyy  
MMccKKiinnnnoonn  TTeennddeerrhheeaarrtt::  AA  CCooookkbbooookk  AAbboouutt  
VVeeggeettaabblleess  aanndd  UUnnbbrreeaakkaabbllee  FFaammiillyy  BBoonnddss))  iinn  
ccoonnvveerrssaattiioonn  wwiitthh  SSoolliieell  HHoo,,  JJuunnee  88,,  66::3300  
ppmm,,  aanndd  CCrryysstteellllee  PPeerreeiirraa  ((FFllaavvoorr  KKiittcchheenn::  
VViibbrraanntt  RReecciippeess  wwiitthh  CCrreeaattiivvee  TTwwiissttss))  JJuunnee  2244,,  33  
ppmm..  33888855  CCeessaarr  CChhaavveezz..  228822--44771122.. 

JJuunnee  99::  FFRRIIDDAAYY  MMAATTIINNEEEE  aatt  tthhee  NNooee  
VVaalllleeyy  LLiibbrraarryy  ffeeaattuurreess  MMyy  BBeeaauuttiiffuull  
LLaauunnddrreettttee,,  aa  11998855  rroommaannttiicc  ccoommeeddyy//ddrraammaa..  
22--33::4455  ppmm..  445511  JJeerrsseeyy..  335555--55770077;;  ssffppll..oorrgg  

JJuunnee  1100::  TThhee  GGoollddeenn  TThhrreeaadd  FFAAIIRRYYTTAALLEE  
PPLLAAYYEERRSS  ppeerrffoorrmm  ffoollkkttaalleess  ffoorr  aallll  aaggeess,,  
ffrroomm  CCeennttrraall  AAssiiaa,,  TTuurrkkeeyy,,  IIrraann,,  aanndd  tthhee  AArraabb  
wwoorrlldd..  33--44  ppmm..  Noe Valley Library, 451 
Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org 

June 10-July 30: Kings Gallery at the First 
Unitarian Church exhibits “PAINTINGS 
Inspired by Landscape,” by Hank Sultan and 
Jenny Badger Sultan. Reception June 18, 1-
4:30 pm. 1187 Franklin. 776-4580; 
 hanksultan@gmail.com 

JJuunnee  1111::  TTeeeennss  aanndd  aadduullttss  aarree  iinnvviitteedd  ttoo  aa  
FFOOLLDDEEDD  BBOOOOKK  AARRTT  wwoorrkksshhoopp..  22--33  ppmm..  
Noe Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 355-5707; 
sfpl.org 

June 12-Aug. 5: Rec and Park’s free 
GIANTS ACADEMY program for middle- 
and high-schoolers offers weekday practices 
and Saturday games. 
academysfrec.leagueapps.com 

JJuunnee  1144::  CChhiillddrreenn  aaggeess  77  aanndd  uupp  ccaann  ccrreeaattee  
bbaallll  rruunnss  wwiitthh  rraammppss,,  ffuunnnneellss,,  jjuummppss  uussiinngg  
WWOOOODDEENN  PPLLAANNKKSS..  22--33  ppmm..  Noe Valley 
Library, 451 Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org 

June 14: AAss  ppaarrtt  ooff  PPrriiddee  MMoonntthh,,  sseeee  tthhee  
22000055  ffiillmm  SSccrreeaammiinngg  QQuueeeennss::  TThhee  RRiioott  aatt  
CCoommppttoonn’’ss  CCaaffeetteerriiaa  wwiitthh  ttrraannss  wwoommeenn  aanndd  
ddrraagg  qquueeeennss  aatt  BBeetthhaannyy  UUMMCC..  77  ppmm..  11227700  
SSaanncchheezz. 415-647-8393; Bethanysf.org 

June 14: SHAPING SAN FRANCISCO 
hosts a free public talk, “The New Deal in 
San Francisco.” 7:30 pm. 518 Valencia. 
 shapingsf.org 

June 17: The Museum of the African 
Diaspora celebrates JUNETEENTH with 
free admission, performances, and activities 
for the whole family; the monthly 
Community Free Day is June 10, the second 
Saturday. 11 am-6 pm. moadsf.org 

June 17: The Civic Symphony Association 
performs a free afternoon of CHAMBER 
MUSIC. 3 pm. 1021 Sanchez. 282-2317. 

June 17: Rhythm & Motion offers a free 
DANCE workout class, 4-5 pm. Town 
Square, 3861 24th. 
noevalleytownsquare.com 

JJuunnee  1188::  AA  WWAATTEERRCCOOLLOORR  wwoorrkksshhoopp  ffoorr  
tteeeennss  uusseess  WWiillllaamm  HH..  JJoohhnnssoonn’’ss  aarrtt  aass  mmeenn--
ttoorr  ppiieecceess,,  oonn  SSuunnddaayy,,  ffrroomm  22  ttoo  33  pp..mm..  Noe 
Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org 

June 18: HEROES DAY at the Town Square 
introduces SF Police Officers, firefighters, 
and first responders, a fire truck, and a 
police car to climb onto, and a superhero 
costume contest. 2-4 pm. 3861 24th. noe-
valleytownsquare.com 

June 21: The Noe Valley BOOK CLUB dis-
cusses The Hours by Michael Cunningham. 
6:30-7:45 pm. Noe Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 
355-5707; sfpl.org 

June 21: SSeeee  aanndd  ddiissccuussss  tthhee  22001188  FFIILLMM  
Call Her Ganda, about the 2005 murder of a 
Filipina trans woman..  77  ppmm..  BBeetthhaannyy  UUMMCC,,  
11227700  SSaanncchheezz. 415-647-8393; Bethanysf.org 

June 21: Upper Noe Neighbors celebrates 
“The HISTORY of Upper Noe” at its bi-
monthly community meeting. 7-8:30 pm. 
Upper Noe Rec Center Auditorium, 295 
Day. Info@noevalleyreccenter.com 

JJuunnee  2244::  TThhee  WWOORRLLDD  LLIITTEERRAATTUURREE  BBooookk  
CClluubb’’ss  sseelleeccttiioonn  iiss  Giovanni’s Room by Kames 
Baldwin.  22--33  ppmm..  Noe Valley Library, 451 
Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org 

June 24: Mamahuhu and Folio Books host 
the second meeting of the Chinese-
American LITERATURE CLUB, with a dis-
cussion of Elaine Hsieh Chou’s novel 
Disorientation. 6 pm. Reserve your spot at 
meghan@eatmamahuhu.com 

June 24: Baritone Elliot Franks and pianist 
Daniel Lockert perform a SONG CYCLE, 
“decomposition / little histories / renewal,” 
written by Grey Rose Grant. 7 pm. Noe 
Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez. 282-2317. 

June 25: The Acoustic Sunday CONCERT 
at the Town Square features Vancouver 
singer/songwriter TJ Hermiston. 2-4 pm. 
3861 24th. noevalleytownsquare.com 

June 28: TThhee  ffoouurrtthh  aannnnuuaall  DDRRAAGG  SSHHOOWW  
aanndd  LLGGBBTTQQIIAA++  ffuunnddrraaiisseerr  kkiicckkss  ooffff  aatt  77  ppmm  
aatt  BBeetthhaannyy  UUMMCC,,  11227700  SSaanncchheezz. 415-647-
8393; Bethanysf.org 

June 29: Bird & Beckett hosts readings by 
POETS Angie Minkin, Heather Estes 
Saunders, and Robin Michel, plus Magic Dan. 
7:30-9:30 pm. 653 Chenery. 586-3733; 
 birdbeckett.com 

J U N E  C A L E N D A R

July in the Sky 
The next Noe Valley Voice will be the July 
2023 issue, distributed the first week of 
July. The deadline for calendar items is 
June 15. Please email 
 calendar@noevalleyvoice.com. Events in 
Noe Valley receive priority. Thank you. 

Donate to Your Community 

Help the Noe Valley Voice 

 
Thank you for being a loyal reader and supporter 
of this unique and vibrant neighborhood.  
As your hometown newspaper since May of 1977, we like 
to think we’ve been a positive influence on the health of 
Noe Valley. 
Our generous advertisers enable us to print and publish, 
but our expenses always exceed our income. If you’re 
able, please send a check to: 

The Noe Valley Voice 
PO Box 460249 

San Francisco, CA 94149 

Troubleshooting/Tutoring
Tune-Ups/Upgrades

SFMacMan.com

(415) 821-1792

Rick  Collins
Macintosh Help

29 Years Experience

HANDYMAN 
SERVICES 

Custom & Refaced Cabinets 
Replacing Dry Rot Deck Planks 

Carpentry and Painting 
Refinishing Hardwood Flooring 

 
Call Miguel (510) 333-0732

VSA Construction
General Contractor
LIC # 990233
No job too small
Old World Craftmanship

(415) 877-1293

Custom reupholstery service in Noe Valley. If you have a 
special piece that needs some TLC (reupholstery, custom 
cushions, frame repairs, fabric, etc.) please contact me. 

Email or call for a quote today!
sue@redorenew.com | (415) 309-0531

www.redorenew.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
4091 24th Street

NOE VALLEY

(415) 641-0700

Jewelry & Watch Repair 
Feng Shui Reading 

• Fine and Custom Jewelry Repair 
• Bead Stringing and Knotting. 

• Custom Jewelry Creation  
• Ring Sizing and Stone Cutting 

•Watch and Clock Repair & Engraving 

4107 24th St. • SF • 415.861.4515 
karizma94114@gmail.com 

Tuesday – Saturday 12:00  – 6:00 p.m. 
Sunday by appointment • Monday Closed

https://www.mcgowanbuilt.com/
http://www.sfpositivelypets.com/Welcome.html
mailto:positivelypets1@earthlink.net
https://www.redorenew.com/
https://sfmacman.com/
https://sfdocfest2023.eventive.org/welcome
https://www.creativityexplored.org/
https://chung24gallery.com/
https://e4tt.org/
https://www.sfiaf.org/
https://www.noevalleyfarmersmarket.com/
https://sfindie.com/
https://noevalleytownsquare.com/
https://noevalleytownsquare.com/
https://noevalleytownsquare.com/
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https://noevalleytownsquare.com/
https://www.facebook.com/OddMondays
https://www.facebook.com/OddMondays
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https://sfpl.org/
https://sfpl.org/
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https://birdbeckett.com/


The Noe Valley Voice • June 2023    21

TOWN SQUARE DANCING: Around 
500 neighborhoodies showed up 
at the Cuban Salsa Party at the 

Noe Valley Town Square the evening of 
Saturday, May 13. About 300 wannabe 
dancers came early to participate in a 
half-hour dance lesson. For many, it 
was a family affair, with moms, dads, 
and kids all learning the steps, then 
dancing until 9 p.m. A lot of seniors 
also showed up to do Salsa Cubana.  

For me, it was incredible to see so 
many happy faces in the Town Square. 
Dance organizer Gil Guillermo, who 
also directs the music at the Saturday 
Farmers Market, and Town Square boss 
Leslie Crawford both estimated the 
attendance at 500 to 600. Wow! 

“I have never seen so many people, 
all of them smiling, in the Town Square 
since we opened it in 2016,” said 
Crawford.  

Said Guillermo, “It was truly amaz-
ing. It was exactly what my dream is. 

“I have organized many salsa dance 
parties in the Mission and attended 
many more,” says Guillermo, “and I 
have never seen this kind of turnout at 
any of these events, and so heartfelt 
that everyone was so happy to dance, 
from the toddlers to seniors.” 

The salsa started with dance lessons 
promptly at 7 p.m., led by a well-
known salsa teacher, Yismary Ramos, 
and Dennis Baim Savigne, who got the 
crowd to learn the basic steps to a 1-2-
3-4 beat, provided by early arrivals 
from the band Los Jefes. They were 
jamming with two special guests, 
Anthony Blea on violin and Mario Vega 
on flute and sax. Soon everyone was in 
the groove. 

By 7:30 the whole band had arrived 
and began playing the full salsa sound. 
The band members were current and 
former students from Ruth Asawa SF 
School of the Arts, located at the top of 
Glen Canyon. They included Ceferino 
Vergara-Tucker, band leader, percus-
sion, lead vocals; Belén Cortés, lead 
vocals, percussion; Mateo Sigüenza, 
bass; Ezra Mass, keyboard; Adrián 
Blanco, trombone; D'Antonio Perry, 
trombone; Gian Marco Velásquez, per-
cussion; and Rogelio Murillo, percus-
sion. Oh, and by the way, lead vocalist 
Belén Cortés graduated from 
RASFSoTA last year but stayed on with 
the band to further her musical arts. 

Guillermo says that Cefe and Ezra 
are graduating this year and going off 
to college, so the band will break up at 
the end of summer.  

Because of the overwhelming neigh-
borhood response at the Salsa Party, 
there will be an encore at the Town 
Square on Saturday, Aug. 5, starting at 
6:30 p.m., Guillermo says. 

Mark your calendars now. I’ll see 
you there! 

� � � 

A BLOOMING SUCCESS was this year’s 
Friends of Noe Valley Garden Tour, on 
May 6. Tickets ran $20 for adults, $18 
for seniors, and free for kids.  

According to co-organizer Linda 
Lockyer (with Peggy Cling), 420 tick-
ets were sold, “which was more than 
we had ever sold in previous garden 
tours. We ran into a problem since we 

only printed 300 tickets, and we had to 
Xerox another 120 tickets to give out 
on the day of the event.”  

Lockyer said the turnout far exceed-
ed her wildest expectations and if you 
counted the children, “we had almost 
600 people attending this event.” 

There was cello playing in the front 
garden of the old Mayor Sunny Jim 
Rolph house at Sanchez and 21st Street, 
and the Liberty Street Band rocked out 
on Slow Sanchez at the corner of 
Duncan. 

“I was quite surprised by the number 
of raffle tickets we sold, which were $1 
each or $20 for 30 tickets. We are still 
counting up the money,” said Cling.  

“At last count,” said Lockyer, “we 
sold almost 800 tickets.” 

“What amazed me,” noted Cling, 
was “the demographics of the five win-
ners of the prizes. They were from five 
different San Francisco  neighborhoods. 
The five prizes were won by five lucky 
people who live in Noe Valley, Glen 
Park, Bernal Heights, Excelsior, and the 
Mission.”  

Half the tickets were sold online and 
half at stores in the neighborhood. The 
merchants selling tickets included Folio 
Books, Just for Fun, Olive This Olive 
That, Omnivore Books on Food, and 
When Modern Was. And the Friends 
haven’t gotten all the online receipts 
yet, Cling says. 

Also, for those of you who like lists: 
The Gold Donors to the tour were 
Dennis Otto from Compass Real Estate, 
Novy, Sloat Garden Center, Urban 
Farmer Store, and Danielle Lazier from 
Vivre Real Estate. Local businesses 
sponsors also included BJ Droubi from 
Generation Real Estate, Corcoran Icon 
Properties, David Pennebaker from 
Compass, Dirty Hoe Landscaping, 
Flora Grubb Gardens, Flowercraft 
Garden Center, Love and Stem, 
Mitchell’s Ice Cream, Noe Valley 
Farmers Market, Noe Valley Merchants 
& Professionals Association, SkinSpirit, 
and Urban Scout. 

Thanks to all! 

� � � 

UPDATIN’ THE UPDATES: Regarding all 
the fears that the Mona Caron mural on 
the west side of the Town Square could 
be removed by the eventual buyer of 
the Haystack building, I heard from 
Henry ”Hank” Sultan, Upper Noe artist 
and member of the board of directors of 
Precita Eyes Muralists since 1986. 

Sultan writes, “I just read in the 
Voice May issue about Mona Caron’s 
mural at the Town Square. For your 
information, if a building owner paints 
out or destroys a mural on their build-
ing without permission of the muralist, 
said owner is liable and can be sued.” 

He continues: “There is a federal law 

about this. That is because of a suit of a 
San Francisco building owner who 
painted out a mural a number of years 
ago.… I am sure Mona knows about 
this law too. So the citizens of Noe 
Valley should not be upset because if 
the new owner of the building paints 
out Mona’s mural, they are going to 
pay a steep price, and knowing Mona, 
she will paint a new one again.”  

There will be an update on PG&E’s 
plans to replace the gas lines on the 
4000 block of 24th Street (at Castro) 
starting at the end of June. The four 
restaurants with parklets on that block 
were notified they would have to 
remove them while the street is being 
dug up. A meeting was scheduled for 
Thursday, June 1, at 9 a.m., with PG&E 
representatives, an aide to Supervisor 
Mandelman, and the four businesses 
with parklets. I plan to be there and will 
pass along to you the news in the July 
issue. 

The former Shoe Biz storefront at 
3810 24th St., near Church Street, has 
had a change of use from commercial 
space to a children’s daycare. 
Applications have been made to the 
San Francisco Planning Department to 
remodel the ground floor and mezza-
nine for the new business, the name of 
which we do not know. 

In local banking news, the failed 
First Republic Bank on the corner of 
Castro and Jersey is already a 
JPMorgan Chase branch. JPMorgan 
wrote in a May 11 email that it would 
provide notice, severance, and access to 
transitional health benefits to any First 
Republic employees who were not 
offered jobs, and that the staff would be 
notified of employment decisions by 
the first week of June. Also, First 
Republic customers were instructed to 
verity their deposits at JPMorgan Chase 
by Nov. 1, 2024. So you all still have 
time. 

Meanwhile, SF Fire Credit Union 
(their motto being “We are not a 
bank”), which recently opened its doors 
at 3908 24th St. near Sanchez, had its 
grand opening party on May 20. 
Assistant Manager Edwin Asis said the 
block party on Sanchez was “a total 
success, and we had over 400 RSVPs 
from people we invited.” 

There were a lot of balloons and fire 
hats for the kids, a tattoo painter, lots of 
tea samples, and soft serve ice cream 
for all. Very cool was the 1946 
Seagrave vintage fire truck and rescue 
unit, which was on display along with a 
modern fire truck. The very affable fire-
men and firewomen in charge let kids 
climb on the truck. 

� � � 

WALKIN’ THE WALK: On May 26, min-
utes after my deadline, word came 

down that Mayor London Breed was 
visiting 24th Street, to see how busi-
nesses were doing in our commercial 
corridor. She started off her walk at 
When Modern Was and proceeded 
down 24th Street, accompanied by Katy 
Tang, who directs the city’s Small 
Business Office, and Debra Niemann, 
head of the Noe Valley Association 
CBD. 

The mayor stopped in at Mamahuhu, 
Trad Broth, and the plant store Urban 
Scout, at Vicksburg and 24th, where 
she held a brief news conference about 
the status of businesses in San 
Francisco. Breed then proceeded to 
walk to Martha & Bros. Coffee, Vive la 
Tarte, and finally stopped for lunch at 
Novy. She said was impressed by the 
number of new businesses on 24th 
Street and praised the neighborhood’s 
clean, green, and welcoming atmos-
phere. 

News Flash: At May’s end, it looked 
like Starbucks had closed its doors to 
remodel the interior of the coffee shop 
at the 24th and Noe. Stand by and stand 
down. It may be a while before it 
reopens. 

� � � 

KUDOS to Voice contributor and long-
time Noe Valley Word Week impresario 
Richard May. He is celebrating the pub-
lication of his latest short-story collec-
tion, titled Because of Roses (Spectrum 
Books, 2023). May describes it as “an 
anthology of 10 short, optimistic stories 
about men meeting other men and 
exploring relationships with each 
other.” One story is about a dairy 
farmer who looks to OkCupid for love. 
The title story is about an attorney who, 
after the death of a partner, finds him-
self house-hunting in the Cotswolds in 
England. May, a 21st Street resident, is 
also the author of Gay All Year and 
numerous other books and short stories. 

Kudos also to Video Wave owner 
Colin Hutton, now in the media spot-
light. SF Examiner columnist Owen 
Thomas wrote a story April 21 about 
“The Video Store That Outlasted 
Netflix,” Hutton’s store at 4027 24th St. 
Among a number of things Thomas 
wrote was that Hutton, who bought the 
biz in 2005 (it was founded in 1983), 
“can rattle off several titles available on 
DVD but not on streaming, though 
[Hutton] points out that what’s avail-
able on streaming is constantly chang-
ing as services pull titles to cut balloon-
ing licensing costs. At its peak, Netflix 
had an estimated 100,000 DVD titles 
for rent; over the years, that dwindled 
to some 4,000.” (And Netflix is ending 
DVD mail service in September.) 

Thomas went on to say Video Wave, 
with about 27,000 DVDs currently and 
VHS tapes as well, has survived so 
long because its customers are now 
subscribers, paying $8 a month, with 
one free rental. But he quotes Hutton 
on the main reason, communitysupport: 
“I’ve lasted longer than other stores 
because of the community and the 
neighborhood.”  

� � � 

BEFORE I GO: In my last column, I 
praised the chimes blowing in the wind, 
hanging from a plum tree at 4268 24th 
St.  

Well, I talked to the homeowner on a 
recent walk and told her how much I 
enjoyed the chimes. She told me she 
was surprised to find them there as 
well.  

“Somebody came by and hung them 
there as a gift for all, to enliven 24th 
Street for those passing by,” she said.  

I just love our urban village. 
That’s 30. See you in July. Ciao for 

now. � 

 

a nd  now for  the  

RUMORS 
behind  the  news

La Vida Salsa 
By Mazook 

Practice, Practice: The Salsa Cubana dance party at the Noe Valley Town Square was such 

a success in May, the organizers have promised a reprise in August.                  Photo by Art Bodner
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SILVIA ZENG
DRE# 01986529 | 415-335-3975 

silvia@teambrannigan.com

Location, Location, Location! 
 

228 Vicksburg is  a ful ly entit led,  shovel
ready project with approved plans to
build 3  condos that span 6,390 sqft per
architectural  plans.  With its prime
location,  well-designed f loor plans,  and
modern amenities,  the f inished product
is sure to delight buyers or renters.  Don't
miss this excellent investment
opportunity in the best part of  Noe
Valley!

DEVELOPMENT  OPPORTUN ITY :
228  V ICKSBURG STREET

V i s i t  o u r  w e b s i t e  a t  w w w . t h e b r a n n i g a n . t e a m  

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Number 01443761 . All material presented herein is intended for informational purposes only. Information is compiled from sources deemed reliable
but is subject to errors, omissions, changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footages are approximate. This is not intended to solicit property already listed.
Nothing herein shall be construed as legal, accounting or other professional advice outside the realm of real estate brokerage. Analysis reflects MLS sales only. Data from sources deemed reliable, but may contain errors and subject to revision.

Listed at $2,800,000

C o n t a c t  M e  f o r  M o r e  I n f o r m a t i o n

Action SF 
https://m.facebook.com/ActionSFactivism/ 

Website: http://www.action-sf.com/  

Email: ActionSFTeam@gmail.com 

Meetings: Usually first Sundays, 12:30-1:30 

p.m. Virtual meeting. All welcome.  

Al-Anon Noe Valley 
Contact: 834-9940 

Website: al-anonsf.org 

Meetings: Wednesdays, 7:30-9 p.m. 

St. Philip Church, 725 Diamond St. (park on 

Elizabeth Street side; enter on 24th Street) 

Castro Community on Patrol 
Website: castropatrol.org 

Email: info@castropatrol.org 

Castro Merchants 
Contacts: Masood Samereie, President; 

Dave Karraker, 415-710-0245 

Email: Dave@mx3fitness.com 

Address: 584 Castro St. #333, SF, CA 94114 

Meetings: Email info@CastroMerchants.com 

Diamond Heights Community 
Association 
Contact: Betsy Eddy, 867-5774 

Address: P.O. Box 31529, SF, CA 94131  

Website: www.dhcasf.org. Meetings: Second 

Thursday, 7 p.m. Call for location. 

Dolores Heights Improvement Club 
Email: info@doloresheights.org 

Website: www.doloresheights.org 

Meetings: Third Thursday of every second 

month. Bank of America, 18th and Castro. 

Duncan Newburg Association (DNA) 
Contacts: Deanna Mooney, 821-4045;  

Diane McCarney, 824-0303; or Sally Chew, 

821-6235. Address: 560 Duncan St., SF, CA 

94131. Meetings: Call for details. 

Eureka Valley Neighborhood 
Association 
Website: https://evna.org 

Address: P.O. Box 14137, SF, CA 94114 

Meetings: See website calendar. Castro 

Meeting Room, 501 Castro St., 7 p.m. 

Fair Oaks Neighbors  
Email: hello@fairoaksneighbors.org 

Address: 200 Fair Oaks St., SF, CA 94110 

The Fair Oaks Street Fair is traditionally 

held the day before Mother’s Day. 

Friends of Billy Goat Hill 
Contact: Lisa and Mo Ghotbi, 821-0122 

Website: www.billygoathill.net 

Friends of Dolores Park Playground 
Contact: Nancy Gonzalez Madynski,  

828-5772  

Email: friendsofdolorespark@gmail.com 

Website: friendsofdolorespark.org 

Friends of Glen Canyon Park 
Contact: Jean Conner, 584-8576 

Address: 140 Turquoise Way, SF, CA 94131 

Plant restoration work parties, Wednesday 

mornings and third Saturday of the month. 

Friends of Noe Courts Playground 
Contact: Laura Norman 

Email: lauranor@yahoo.com 

Address: P.O. Box 460953, SF, CA 94146 

Meetings: Email for dates and times. 

Friends of Noe Valley (FNV) 
Contact: Todd David, 401-0625 

Email: info@friendsofnoevalley.com 

Website: friendsofnoevalley.com 

Meetings: Two or three annually.  

Friends of Upper Noe Recreation 
Center 
Contact: Chris Faust 

Email: info@uppernoerecreationcenter.com 

Website: uppernoerecreationcenter.com 

Meetings: Email or check website. 

Friends of Upper Noe Dog Owners 
Group (FUNDOG) 
Contacts: Chris Faust, David Emanuel 

Email: info@fundogsf.org 

Website: www.fundogsf.org 

Glen Park Association 
Contact: info@glenparkassociation.org 

Website: glenparkassociation.org 

Address: P.O. Box 31292, SF, CA 94131 

Juri Commoners 
Contact: Dave Schweisguth, MI7-6290 

Email: dave@schweisguth.org 

Website: meetup.com/ Juri-Commoners 

The group is on hiatus and seeking a new 

leader. Contact Dave. 

Liberty Hill Neighborhood Association 
Contact: Dr. Lisa Fromer, president 

Email: efromer3@gmail.com 

Meetings: Quarterly. Email for details. 

Noe Neighborhood Council 
Contact: Ozzie Rohm or Matt McCabe 

Email: info@noeneighborhoodcouncil.com 

Website: noeneighborhoodcouncil.com 

Meetings: Quarterly at Sally Brunn Library, 

451 Jersey St., with date publicized on 

website and Nextdoor.com. 

Noe Valley Association–24th Street 
Community Benefit District 
Contact: Debra Niemann, 519-0093 

Dispatch: To report spills or debris on 24th 

Street, call Billy Dinnell, 802-4461. 

Email: info@noevalleyassociation.org. 

Website: noevalleyassociation.org 

Board meetings: Quarterly. See website. 

Noe Valley Democratic Club 
Contact: Carrie Barnes, President 

E-mail: noevalleydemocrats@gmail.com 

Website: www.noevalleydemocrats.org 

Meetings: Monthly at the Valley Tavern, 4054 

24th St., with dates publicized on website. 

Noe Valley Farmers Market 
Open Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., and 

Tuesdays, 3 to 7 p.m.; 3861 24th St. between 

Vicksburg and Sanchez. 

Contact: Leslie Crawford, 248-1332 

Email: info@noevalleyfarmersmarket.com 

Noe Valley Merchants and 
Professionals Association (NVMPA) 
Contact: Rachel Swann, 225-7743 

Meetings: Last Thursdays, Old Republic, 

4045A 24th St., 9 a.m. Call to confirm. 

Website: www.NoeValleyMerchants.com 

Noe Valley Parent Network 
An e-mail resource network for parents 

Contact: Mina Kenvin 

Email: minaken@gmail.com  

noevalleyparentsubscribe@yahoogroups.com 

Noe Walks 
Contact: Chris Nanda 

Email: christopher.n.nanda@gmail.com 

Website: NoeWalks.com 

Meetings: Saturdays, 10 a.m. Starts 24th and 

Sanchez. Ends Noe and Duncan for photo. 

Progress Noe Valley 
Facebook: ProgressNoeValley 

Email: progressnoe@gmail.com 

Website: progressnoe.com 

Meetings: Check Facebook page for current 

meeting and event schedule. 

Resilient Noe Valley 
Contact: Antoinette  

Email: resilientnoevalley@gmail.com 

Newsletter: http://eepurl.com/gYuCD5  

Website: www.resilientnoevalley.com 

San Francisco NERT (Neighborhood 
Emergency Response Team) 
Contact: Noe Valley NERT Neighborhood 

Team co-coordinators Maxine Fasulis, 

mfasulis@yahoo.com; Carole Roberts, 

carole_roberts@faludi.com 

Website: https://SF-fire.org 

Visit the SF NERT website for more 

information.  

San Jose/Guerrero Coalition to Save 
Our Streets 
Contact: Don Oshiro, 285-8188 

Email: contact@sanjoseguerrero.com 

Website: sanjoseguerrero.com  

Meetings: See website.  

Friends of Slow Sanchez 
Contacts: Christopher Keene, Andrew 

Casteel 

Email: info@SlowSanchez.com  

Website: SlowSanchez.com 

Upper Noe Merchants 
Contact: Info@UpperNoeNeighbors.com 

https://uppernoeneighbors.com/merchants/ 

Upper Noe Neighbors 
Contact: Chris Faust, President 

Email: Info@UpperNoeNeighbors.com 

Mail: 235 30th St., SF CA 94131 

Meetings: Bi-monthly on third Wednesday. 

Confirm by email. 

MORE G ROUPS  TO JOIN

THE NOE VALLEY VOICE 
editor@noevalleyvoice.com 

All phone numbers are in the 415 area 
code, unless otherwise noted.

https://www.al-anonsf.org/
https://friendsofnoevalley.com/
https://www.friendsofdolorespark.org/
https://uppernoerecreationcenter.com/
https://www.glenparkassociation.org/
https://www.meetup.com/Juri-Commoners
http://www.noeneighborhoodcouncil.com/main/
https://nextdoor.com/
https://www.noevalleyassociation.org/
http://sanjoseguerrero.com/
https://www.slowsanchez.com/
https://www.thebrannigan.team/


CHILDREN’S FICTION  

The picture book Night in the City 

by Julie Downing shows some jobs people 

do at night. Ages 4-8.  

Aaron Becker describes the changes in a 

landscape over the ages, in the wordless 

The Tree and the River. Ages 5-9. 

A boy on the autism spectrum works at 

navigating school in Henry, Like Always by 

Jenn Bailey, with illustrations by Mika Song. 

Ages 6-9.  

Camp Quiltbag, by Nicole Melleby and 

A.J. Sass, follows 12-year-old friends at a 

retreat for queer and trans kids. Ages 8-12.  

An 11-year-old girl works on finding more 

space for herself in Squished by Megan 

Wagner Lloyd, with illustrations by Michelle 

Mee Nutter. Ages 8-12.  

CHILDREN’S NONFICTION 

Dean R. Lomax’s The Bedtime Book of 
Dinosaurs and Other Prehistoric Life: 
Meet More Than 100 Creatures From 
Long Ago is an introduction to ancient 

creatures, especially for ages 3-5.  

Behold the Octopus! by Suzanne Slade, 

with illustrations by Thomas Gonzalez, 

describes the habits of the brainy deep-sea 

creature. Ages 4-8.   

Get close to a friendly arachnid in Jessica 

Lanan’s Jumper: A Day in the Life 
of a Backyard Jumping Spider. Ages 4-8.  

Jovita Wore Pants: The Story 
of a Mexican Freedom Fighter, by Aida 

Salazar with illustrations by Molly Mendoza, 

is the true story of Jovita Valdovinos and 

her fight for equality and justice in the late 

1920s. Ages 6-9.  

A girl who won a state spelling bee in 1936 

is barred from a national competition, in 

How Do You Spell Unfair? MacNolia 
Cox and the National Spelling Bee, writ-

ten by Carole Boston Weatherford, illustrat-

ed by Frank Morrison. Ages 7-10.  

CHILDREN’S EBOOKS 

Children can learn all about cause and 

effect in Oops! by Julie Massy, with illustra-

tions by Pascale Bonenfant. Ages 3-5. 

You Rule! written and illustrated by Rilla 

Alexander, affirms all kinds of positive 

thoughts and emotions. Ages 3-5. 

Make Way: The Story of Robert 
McCloskey, Nancy Schön, and Some Very 
Famous Ducklings is a picture book biog-

raphy written by Angela Burke Kunkel and 

illustrated by Claire Keane. Ages 4-8. 

Jérémie Decalf ’s picture book The Sky Is 
Not the Limit tells the story of Voyager 2, 

a spacecraft that has spent over 45 years 

exploring our galaxy. Ages 5-9. 

A boy sent to work on a ranch as punish-

ment for a school prank comes face to face 

with a mystery in The Ghosts of Rancho 
Espanto by Adrianna Cuevas. Ages 8-12. 

ADULT FICTION 

A couple trying to save their marriage 

attends a controversial retreat in the 

thriller The Eden Test by Adam Sternbergh. 

In Happy Place by Emily Henry, a couple 

who have broken up pretend to still be 

together at a resort in Maine. 

Hit Parade of Tears is a collection of 11 

short stories, “anarchic and imaginative,” by 

Izumi Suzuki. 

A gifted pianist takes a job in a high-end 

cosmetic/wellness store in Natural Beauty 

by Ling Ling Huang. 

A queer black woman works to stay clean 

and keep her life together after she’s been 

released from prison, in Pomegranate by 

Helen Elaine Lee. 

ADULT NONFICTION 

The Critic’s Daughter is Priscilla Gilman’s 

memoir of growing up in Manhattan in the 

1970s with her father, Yale School of Drama 

professor Richard Gilman. 

In A Fever in the Heartland: The Ku Klux 
Klan’s Plot to Take Over America, and 
the Woman Who Stopped Them, Timothy 

Egan explains how a racist conman rose to 

power in the 1920s. 

Ralph White’s Getting Out of 
Saigon: How a 27-Year-Old American 
Banker Saved 113 Vietnamese Civilians 
describes the 1975 evacuation of the 

Bangkok branch of Chase Manhattan Bank. 

The Peking Express: The Bandits Who 
Stole a Train, Stunned the West, and 
Broke the Republic of China, by James M. 

Zimmerman, recounts the five-week siege 

of 1923. 

Max Miller and Ann Volkwein offer recipes 

from throughout the ages, in Tasting 
History: Explore the Past Through 4,000 
Years of Recipes. 

ADULT EBOOKS 

Biblical scholar Bart D. Ehrman reexamines 

the Book of Revelation, in Armageddon: 
What the Bible Really Says About the 
End. 

A Broken People’s Playlist: Stories From 
Songs, by Chimka Garricks, features stories 

set in Port Harcourt, Nigeria, where the 

author grew up. 

Regan Penaluna describes the lives and 

work of feminists living in the 17th and 

18th centuries, in How to Think Like a 
Woman: Four Women Philosophers Who 
Taught Me How to Love the Life of the 
Mind. 

Margaret Atwood’s short-story collection 

Old Babes in the Wood includes tales that 

have appeared in the New Yorker. 

ADULT BLU-RAY / DVDS 

Idealistic young men who join the German 

Army during World War I are sent into the 

fight, in the 2023 Oscar-winner All Quiet 
on the Western Front. 

Emily (2022) blends the life of author Emily 

Brontë with her novel, Wuthering Heights. 

The 2022 documentary The Holly exam-

ines a shooting in a gentrifying community 

in Denver.  

In Of an Age (2022), a Serbian-born 

Australian ballroom dancer engages in a 

brief romance with the brother of his dance 

partner. 

For the first time since her childhood adop-

tion by a French couple, a young woman 

sees her place of birth, in the 2022 drama 

Return to Seoul. 

B R A N C H  H O U R S  
 

Noe Valley/Sally Brunn Branch Library 
451 Jersey St., 355-5707 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
1-5 12-6 10-8 12-8 10-6 1-6 10-6 

Mission Branch Library 
1234 Valencia St., 355-2800 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
1-5 10-6 10-8 10-8 10-8 1-6 10-6 

Glen Park Branch Library 
2825 Diamond St., 355-2858 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
1-5 10-6 10-6 12-8 10-7 1-6 10-6 

Eureka Valley–Harvey Milk Branch Library 
1 José Sarria Ct. (3555 16th St.), 355-5616 

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 
1-5 10-6 10-8 10-8 10-6 1-6 10-66  

For updates, go to sfpl.org.

  

LLiiffee’’ss  aann  OOppeenn  BBooookk  

AAfter perusing this month’s list of new titles at the Noe 
Valley/Sally Brunn Library, offered to the Voice by 

Adult Services Librarian Amy Lewis and Children’s 
Librarian Julieanne Randolph (and 
annotated by Voice Bookworm-in-Chief 
Karol Barske), you might want to 
immerse yourself in books about dinner recipes that are 
thousands of years old (Tasting History), a dramatic evacu-
ation of civilians at the end of the Vietnam War (Getting 
Out of Saigon), or a woman who helped stop the Ku Klux 
Klan’s plot to take over America (A 
Fever in the Heartland). 

When you come up for air, you’ll 
want to sample the children’s books. There’s one on the 
spacecraft Voyager 2, launched in 1977 (The Sky Is Not the 
Limit). Voyager 2 flew past Neptune in 1989 and discov-
ered five moons and four rings, plus a “Great Dark Spot.” 

If that’s not impressive enough, there is a book on the 
superpowers of the backyard jumping spider, which not 
only has eight eyes but can jump five times its body length.  

To find the hard- or soft-cover (or no-cover) editions, jump 
like a spider to the library, at 451 Jersey St. But first, put the 
books on hold online at sfpl.org. If you need to consult with 
our branch manager, Mary Fobbs-Guillory, call the library at 
415-355-5707.  

The branch, the deck, the garden—
they’re open every day: Monday noon 
to 6 p.m., Tuesday 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., 
Wednesday noon to 8 p.m., Thursday 
10 a.m. to 6 p.m., Friday 1 to 6 p.m., 

Saturday 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday 1 to 5 p.m.  
P.S. Don’t forget Summer Stride 2023. See the Events 

listings at right. Your 20 hours of reading starts now! 

MORE BOOKS TO READ

C R O S S W O R D  S O L U T I O N  

MMuussiiccaall  SSqquuaarreess  by Michael Blake

❧ ❧ ❧   
Annotations by Voice bookworm Karol Barske

L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S  
 

Summer 
Stride 2023, 
SFPL’s annual 

program for all 

ages, offers a 

chance to read, 

learn, listen, and 

explore from June 1 through Aug. 20. 

Twenty hours of participation will 

earn a 2023 Summer Stride tote bag 

featuring art by author-illustrator K-Fai 

Steele. Reading lists are available for all 

levels. You can also count your STEM 

activities, nature talks, performances, and 

crafts. Sign up by visiting a library and 

picking up a tracker. Prizes will be raf-

fled off throughout the summer. Check 

out ssffppll..oorrgg//ssuummmmeerrssttrriiddee for info. 

The Noe Valley Library hosts Family 
Storytimes on Thursdays, June 1, 8, 15, 

22 & 29, at 10:15 a.m. and at 11 a.m; 

space is limited. 

The Noe Valley Knitting Circle 
meets Saturday, June 3, from 10 a.m. to 

12:30 p.m. Be sure to bring your own 

yarn and needles or hooks. 

Children and their families are invited to 

draw images on scratchboard (a spe-

cial paper that reveals a hidden layer of 

color as you draw) on Tuesday, June 6, 

from 2:30 to 3:30 p.m. 

The library’s Friday Matinee features 

My Beautiful Laundrette, a 1985 romantic 

comedy/drama starring Daniel Day-

Lewis and Gordon Warnecke, on Friday, 

June 9, from 2 to 3:45 p.m. 

The Golden Thread Fairytale 
Players perform folktales for all ages, 

from Central Asia, Turkey, Iran, and the 

Arab world, on Saturday, June 10, from 

3 to 4 p.m. Space is limited. 

Teens and adults are invited to create 

Folded Book Art on Sunday, June 11, 

from 2 to 3 p.m. 

Children ages 7 and up can create ball 
runs with ramps, funnels, and jumps 

using wooden planks, at a workshop 
on Wednesday, June 14, from 2 to 3 p.m. 

A watercolor workshop 
for teens uses 20th-century 

African American artist 

Willam H. Johnson’s work 

as “mentor pieces,” on 

Sunday, June 18, from 2 to 3 p.m. 

The Noe Valley Book Club discusses 

The Hours by Michael Cunningham on 

Wednesday, June 21, 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.  

The World Literature Book Club 
talks about James Baldwin’s Giovanni’s 
Room on Saturday, June 24, 2 to 3 p.m.  

Copies of book club books are held at 

the circulation desk for checkout. 

All events take place at the Noe Valley/Sally 
Brunn Library, 451 Jersey. For information, 
call 415-355-5707 or visit sfpl.org. 
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• Individual
• Business Returns
• Electronic Filing          

Call for an appointment TODAY!
300 Vicksburg Street #1, San Francisco • 415-821-3200

(on the corner of 24th near Church Street) 

Member of the National 
Association of Enrolled Agents

• Tax Planning
• Prior Year Returns
• Out-of-State Returns



24  The Noe Valley Voice • June 2023 

COMPASS

F o l l o w  A l o n g  @ T h e R e a l D e a l S F  |  T e a m @ S w a n n G r o u p S F . C o m

The Swann Group | 415.225.7743 | DRE 01860456 | SwannGroupSF.Com

THE SWANN GROUP DIFFERENCE.

FROM THE BAY AND BEYOND.

26th Street | Noe Valley

655 Goettingen Street

This entertainer's oasis boasts modern architecture, panoramic views, incredible
ceiling height and luxury indoor|outdoor living. The generous glass-lined great
room has a soaring fireplace and sprawling deck access. Sunrises and sunsets are
truly incredible from this vantage point! The kitchen is the heart of it all and flows
seamlessly to the living and dining areas, and features built-in luxury appliances.
The den has pocket doors that convert the room to a guest bedroom for extra guests.
A full bath completes this amazing living level. The bedroom level boasts three
bedrooms, two baths, a laundry room, and private exterior entrance. The opulent
primary suite extends over the full width of the residence and features a relaxing,
zen ensuite bathroom and a generous deck. The lower level has a spacious media
lounge, glass wine vault, two additional bedrooms and baths and direct access to
the backyard. Located a few blocks to coveted Noe Valley's bustling 24th Street,
parks and shops!

Welcome home to this breathtaking 4+ bedroom, 2 bathroom single family
home with a flexible floorplan and beautiful downtown and city views. This
delightful home offers a sunny, open floor plan with remodeled kitchen,
inviting breakfast area, spacious living room, and great views on the main
level. Three generous bedrooms and one full bath complete this level. The lower
level has been recently updated and includes a spacious office area, a
generous bedroom, and a media room with access to the expansive patio and
yard. 2 car parking - 1 car parking on exterior driveway and 1 car parking in
the garage. The backyard is adorned with fruit trees, lush greenery, and a
seating area ideal for outdoor entertaining. Fantastic location on a quiet block
that is near Highway 101 and 280, dining and retail on San Bruno Avenue, and
also close proximity to tennis courts, hiking trails, bike park, and community
swimming pool at McLaren Park; San Francisco's second largest park!

 5 BED | 4.5 BATH | Offered at $5,495,000

 4 BED | 2 BATH | Offered at $1,500,000

280 Spear Street
 2 BED | 1 BATH | Offered at $1,395,000 

SOUTH BEACH. This state-of-the-art residence at the newly built (2020)
development, Mira, is an architectural masterpiece with luxury amenities. Enjoy
marvelously designed interiors in this two-bedroom, one-bath residence, with
custom closets and window treatments. Designed by award-winning architecture
firm Studio Gang, and developed by Tishman Speyer, MIRA is an iconic addition to
the San Francisco skyline. This residence offers partial views of the Bay Bridge and
is one of the rare residences with a generous, private view patio. Situated on the
corner of Spear and Folsom Streets, just moments from the Embarcadero, MIRA
puts the best of San Francisco within reach. Close to public transportation options,
including the Salesforce Transit Center, San Francisco ferry services, BART, MUNI,
and bike share. Amenities: fitness center, dog run/park, roof deck, BBQ area, valet
parking for 1 car, resident's lounge, and bike room/parking.

Douglass Street | Noe Valley
 2 BED | 1 BATH | Offered at $1,375,000
Transparent pricing. This designer-inspired garden residence features two
spacious bedrooms, one opulent redesigned bath, a well-appointed, newly
refreshed kitchen, and a spacious living/dining area that opens to an
exclusive use private garden patio. There is a roof deck with sweeping views
from Twin Peaks to the East Bay, storage, and laundry. All this is in the heart
of Noe Valley, a few blocks from 24th Street restaurants, shops, Philz Coffee,
Whole Foods, parks, and transit!

SwannGroupSF .Com

https://swanngroupsf.com/
https://swanngroupsf.com/
mailto:Team@SwannGroupSF.Com



