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Missing Beats. Doug Roomian and daughter Rachel Roomian stand outside the now-shuttered store that was a magnet for musicians for
more than three decades. He will continue to design and repair guitars out of his workshop in the Outer Mission. Photo courtesy Doug Roomian

City Looks to Tame
Clipper Street
Traffic
Parking Spots, Turn Lane 
May Be Removed

By Matthew S. Bajko

Clipper Street, a major commute route
through Noe Valley, could be put on

a diet in order to improve pedestrian and
bicyclist safety. 

In response to requests from residents
to tame traffic on the two-block stretch of
the roadway between Douglass Street and
Diamond Heights Boulevard, city traffic
planners are proposing to reconfigure the
street after it is repaved in December. The
primary outcome would reduce Clipper
Street from three lanes to two.

The traffic-calming measures under
consideration run the gamut from remov-
ing the middle turn lane to eliminating
parking on the south side to converting
the existing parallel parking on the north
side to back-in angled parking. Parking of
oversized vehicles, such as trucks and
RVs, would be banned.

Changes would also be made to the bi-
cycle lanes along that stretch of Clipper 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

Local Resident Raises $2,500 in
Marathon Trek

By Matthew S. Bajko

Six days of skiing over constantly
moving ice sheets, tugging an 80-

pound sled behind him, Michael Creasy
had finally reached his destination at the
top of the world. There he stood at the
North Pole, taking in a beautiful sight of
snowy desolation. Due to the ever-shift-
ing arctic environment, it was a landscape
no one but Creasy and his fellow travel-
ers would encounter.

“The ice is always changing, so no one
will see what we saw. What I saw is
unique to me,” marveled Creasy, 36, fol-
lowing his return in late April. “I have an

idea of what seeing the North Pole is, but
it is different from what other people saw.
Since the ice is always moving, someone
who reached the North Pole four hours af-
ter me has a totally different view of the
North Pole.”

A resident of Noe Valley for five years,
Creasy spoke to the Voice on one of San
Francisco’s rare hot evenings, the
weather the polar opposite of what he ex-
perienced on his arctic trek. Even with
near constant sunlight, his traveling party
estimated they encountered temperatures
between -35 degrees Celsius and -50 de-
grees Celsius (or -31 degrees Fahrenheit
and -58 degrees Fahrenheit.)

It was eights days after he had left the

Slippery Slope. Creating a safety plan that
will please riders and residents is proving
to be no simple matter. Photo by Art Bodner

He Froze for the Pose. Michael Creasy couldn’t pause long to celebrate reaching the
North Pole.Temperatures during his trip were -31 to -58 degrees F. Photo courtesy Michael Creasy CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Noe Valley Music
Now Playing Solo
Venerable Noe Institution Ends
34-Year Run on 24th Street

By Kate Haug

“People have been wonderful.” That is
Doug Roomian’s overarching sen-

timent on the closure of his 24th Street
store Noe Valley Music, which shut its
doors on April 30.

The store, at 3914 24th St., was opened
in 1981 by Bobus Smithdon and Larry
Walker. In 1984, Roomian and finger-
picking legend Dale Miller became part-
ners with Walker. Throughout its 34-year
history, the shop had additional partners,
including a folk-singing couple and mu-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13

Creasy Takes Cause to the North Pole

Singer-Songwriter Heather
Combs Opens Show on June 17 

By Corrie M. Anders

Heather Combs blew into town from
Boston in the late 1990s, youthful

and confident that San Francisco was the
right place to establish her career as a
singer and songwriter.

She landed in Noe Valley, sharing a
room in a Valley Street house with an as-
sortment of other musicians. It didn’t take
long for her to find a favorite hangout in
the neighborhood—the Rat and Raven—
a saloon on 24th Street that catered to a
young blue-collar crowd.

Now one of the brightest lights in San
Francisco’s alternative rock scene, the
guitar-playing vocalist will inaugurate
live music performances on June 17 at her

old pub, now known as the Valley Tavern.
“I think it’s really exciting,” the singer

said about the once-a-month concerts at
the neighborhood’s only bar with live
 music. “It’s something that is definitely
needed on this side of town.” 

(A weekly Sunday jazz show at Bliss
Bar ended in 2013 after a fire destroyed
the 24th Street club. The lounge is under
renovation, and the owners anticipate of-
fering weekend music.)

Combs, premiering the Tavern series
with noted guitarist Max Delaney at her
side, also will help line up future gigs at
the bar, located at 4054 24th St.

The shows, she said, are going to be “a
little bluesy, a little funky, and a little
heartfelt.” 

That sounds just right for Valley Tav-

Valley Tavern to Host Live Music 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 13
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Happy 100th Birthday

San Francisco City Hall
Join the Celebration

Friday, June 19, 2015
Civic Center Plaza

Start Time 6:00 pm

Free Public Celebration

To learn more, please visit

Featuring local musical talent, gourmet food trucks and 
family friendly activities

FRB-S_R.EPS

Summer
         FEST 

Noe Valley

Saturday June 2011-5 

Ambiance San Francsico
Cliché Noe Gifts + Home
DAVIDsTEA
Noe Valley Law Offices

A big thank you to our sponsors!

Noe  Valley Association
A Community Benefit District

noevalleyassociation.org

Noe Street north of 24th St. will be closed to through traffic c. 8am-7pm

Please visit
www.noevalleysummerfest.com

for event details!

PRIZES!! 
Petting Zoo! Bouncy House! 11-5
Sidewalk Chalk Drawing Contest 11-4
Photo Booth 12-3!  Face Painting 11-3!
Magic Show & Balloons 11:30-1 • Hayride 2 - 5

Live Music & Entertainment • Merchant Specials
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Noe Valley�s Best
10-12 Loyola Terrace

Stunning Architectural 
Renovation. Ultra-
modern 2-unit 
building located in 
NOPA. 2BD/2BA top 

Lower level: 

Offered at $1,349,000
Donna Cooper 

Price Upon Request
Tal Klein

Price Upon Request
Steve Moazed

Spectacular 
Noe Valley 
Alternative! 

com

Sweet 
Noe Valley Home. 

beautiful wood 

132 Belvedere Street45 Rosemont Place

Exquisite 
Mission Dolores 
Condo. 
Modern 
3BD/2BA quiet 

vibrant

 

 Ginger Tal 
Klein

Danita 
Kulp Mader

Kazue Laurie 
Wong

Don 
Gable

Barnette
Ugo David 

Tom 
Flinn 

Eddie 

Duarte

Debra 
Lee Long

Offered at $3,630,000 
Paula Pagano

Lowrie MacLean

261 26th Avenue #1

553 Elizabeth Street231 27th Street

Near Completion! 

open entertainment 

apartment. 
TalKlein.com 

Duboce Triangle 
3-Unit Building. 

coveted location. 

973 14th Street

Offered at $1,995,000
Ron Wong

Mike Tekulsky

Offered at $1,695,000
Sandra Bagnatori

Scott Brittain
Offered at $1,395,000
Tal Klein

Extraordinary 
Remodeled Condo. 

TalKlein.com 

Offered at $799,000
Rachel Swann

1626 Vallejo Street # 2

Heights Home. 

pied-a-terre.

Offered at $2,350,000
Rebecca Hoffman

Five Bedrooms, 
Ocean Views. 

973 14th Street
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Stephanie Johnson, CRS
REALTOR®  CalBRE# 01496050

415.217.9479
sjohnson@zephyrsf.com
stephaniejohnsonsf.com

209 Corbett Avenue  Condominium

JUST LISTED at $1,049,000     03 Bed | 1.5 Bath

WIN a
Garden
makeover

PRIZE INCLUDES:

$300 gift certificate to Sloat Garden Center

4 man-hours of labor from Franco Landscaping

Purchase raffle tickets at the Noe Valley Farmer's Market.

 Drawing held Saturday, June 13 at 3 p.m.

Join me in supporting the 

2015 Noe Valley Garden Tour
Saturday, June 13, 2015

I am sponsoring a raffle to

*All proceeds will benefit the Friends of Noe Valley.
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NOE VALLEY  PET  COMPANY
Provis ions for Cats and Dogs

NOE  VALLEY  PET  COMPANY
Provis ions for Cats and Dogs

1451 CHURCH ST  415-282-7385  NOEVALLEYPET.COM

 p
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m
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rauning

 

follow us on twitter
@NoeValleyPetCo

Sunday, July 13, noon to 3:00.

Come meet the dog of your dreams!  

We now sell Small Batch 
dog and cat foods. 

Northern California Family Dog Rescue 
will be at the store. 
We’ve just opened a cool new shop for dogs and cats in
downtown Petaluma.

Petaluma Pet Company
is located at 
144 Petaluma Blvd. N.
Come visit!

Caroline Scott
2014 Top Producer

REALTOR® CalBRE#01811425

415.244.9754

carolinescott@zephyrsf.com

www.carolinescottrealtor.com

at HOME 
in NOE 

since 1986

JUST
SOLD

BUYER REPRESENTED

133 Elsie Street  Bernal Heights Single Family Home

SOLD for $2,010,000 | 04 Bed | 3.5 Bath | 03 Car 

PRE-EMPTIVE OFFER ACCEPTED! 

Leading the 

way to the 

loveliest homes 

in the City.

It was a privilege to 

represent the buyers of this 

fantastic home. If you are 

thinking of buying or selling 

a home here in Noe Valley, 

or throughout the city, I’d 

love to hear from you. It 

would be my privilege to 

donate $1,000 to your 

favorite charity at close of 

escrow when you use my 

services.  Give me a call or 

send an e-mail any time!
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Too Many Tall Buildings
Editor:

I’m concerned about the five-story build-
ings being considered or planned for con-
struction on 24th Street. They not only block
sunlight and view space, but are way out of
scale with the rest of the one- to three-story
properties on 24th, threatening the charm and
small community ambience unique to Noe
Valley, zoning caps notwithstanding.

Take a look at the new five-story building
at 3820 Church St., and I think you will agree.
An equally tall building will be built next
door in place of the quaint two-story Victo-
rian house. Proposals for several more tall
buildings are expected shortly, according to a
recent article in the San Francisco Chronicle.

Change is inevitable, especially with the
current housing shortage. At the same time,
we should place a limit on the number of such
structures before it is too late, and the unique
character of our main street is lost forever.

Jim Morrell
Elizabeth Street

Equal Parts Divorce and Marriage
As a “Noe Valley–officed” family lawyer,

I’m writing to share two timely topics with
your readers:

One, for married couples or registered do-
mestic partners (gay or straight) who have de-
cided to divorce, it is useful to take action be-
fore the end of June (of each year), because
California divorces take at least six months
and one day from filing the divorce or sepa-
ration petition and serving it on the other
spouse.

Filing and serving before the end of June
is the way to give the couple the option to
have a divorce effective in 2015, or 2016, de-
pending on what may help their taxes, as well
as the psychological step of starting next year
on a “clean slate.” I have co-written a state -
wide public education program, “Divorce
Options,” which is presented in all Bay Area
counties, and I happen to be co-presenting it
in San Francisco on Saturday, June 6, 9:30
a.m. to 12:30 p.m., at the JCC-SF, 3200 Cal-
ifornia St. Cost is $35 to $45 per person.
See http://www.cp-sf.com/resources/di-
vorce-options-workshop.

Two, in anticipation of the U.S. Supreme
Court issuing a hoped-for marriage equality
decision in June, San Francisco’s National
Center for Lesbian Rights (NCLR) and oth-
ers are trying to get out the word that even
a complete win at the Supreme Court will not
immediately (or ever) eliminate the need for
adoptions by married California LGBT cou-
ples. Adoptions will still be needed to ensure
parenting status is respected throughout the
U.S., even if the Supreme Court rules all
states need to recognize same-gender mar-
riages. 

The NCLR is really helping with this dif-
ficult education process. Find their pdf on
“Protecting Your Family After Marriage
Equality” at www.nclrights.org. 

Charles Spiegel
Elizabeth Street

Talks Like a Nightclub
Editor:

I am a Noe Valley resident living on Eliz-
abeth Street. I would like to expand on the
story published in the May issue of the Voice
about the “Bliss Bar Project.” 

Fifteen neighbors attended the April 23
meeting of the Planning Commission. We
presented a petition signed by about 100 Noe
Valley residents. The petition firmly rejected
the application by the owners as inappropri-
ate for the neighborhood on a number of is-
sues. Their application asked for variances on
hours of operation, use of live amplified mu-
sic, extending the building to the property
line eliminating green belt, adding two apart-
ments, and waiving the need for providing
parking for those apartments. 

As one of the neighborhood speakers said,
“If this project needs so many permit vari-
ances to get it done, perhaps it is not in keep-
ing with the quiet and residential quality of
our neighborhood.” Another neighborhood
speaker pointed out that “being open until 2
a.m. on Thursday, Friday, and Saturday
nights with amplified music actually consti-
tuted a ‘nightclub,’ and to name it as such
points out its inappropriateness for the neigh-
borhood.” 

The zoning administrator counseled the
owners’ representative to rethink the exten-
sion of the building to the property line and
to meet the square footage limitation without
a permit variance. A planning commissioner
also told the owners’ representative that even
if they met the square footage limitation,
there seemed to be substantial neighborhood
resistance on the other variance requests.

We continue to be concerned about the
hours, the amplified music, late-night pa-
trons, and their need for parking on already
crowded streets. For example, although I live
on Elizabeth Street, I am on the other side of
the street up the block from the Bliss Bar lo-
cation. Many of the current residents are in
homes that do not have garages and are com-
peting for street spaces. I much prefer park-
ing close to my home when I return from an
evening concert rather than circling and then
parking several blocks away. 

We have been frustrated in getting the
facts from the owners and their representa-
tive on what they are really planning for the
location. For example, in your article, you re-
ported that the owners intend to have live mu-
sical acts. The owners’ representative told us
at a meeting in April hosted by the Planning
Department that there was no intention to
have live acts at the location. 

We are waiting for the June 11 meeting.
The owners are redrafting their plans and
hopefully that will include the elimination of
all variance requests including the amplified
music and change of hours.

Jessica Anderson
Elizabeth Street

You Can’t Swing Both Ways
Editor:

I’ve been a resident of Noe Valley since
1986. My husband and I climb Billy Goat
Hill on a daily basis—it’s a great walk and
we appreciate the trail improvements. We’ve
been following the whole swing drama for
years, and have wondered what was going
on. [See “The Riddle of the Goat Hill
Swing,” April 2015 Voice.]

When I have talked to city gardeners on

the hill and to someone from structural main-
tenance repairing the fence, however, they
said they knew of NO policy to remove the
swings. Often when they are removed, ropes
are left trailing and frequently other ropes are
attached to those. In late April, someone
roped a traffic cone to serve as a swing seat! 

Some beautiful, well-made swings have
been put up, with attention to protecting the
tree branch, and they too have been cut down.
Some kind of swing has been a fixture there
for years and has provided a joyful experi-
ence to the people who use it. 

But here is my main point: I think it is hyp-
ocritical, unfair, and inconsistent for people
from the Recreation and Parks Department to
cut down these swings when the logo for
Recreation and Parks on
signs all over the city
and on their website
shows a child swinging
joyfully on a swing at-
tached to a tree! If
Recreation and Parks is
going to continue this
policy, then it should get
rid of this logo. 

Jenny Badger Sultan
30th Street

A Loyal Reader
Editor:

I was up late last night reading about my
neighbors across the street who made it
“above the fold” [“Judges Share More Than
a Love of the Law,” May 2015]. Once I got
reading, I kept going till I finished the issue.
You do not need to send me a subscription! I
pick up my Voice every month in the ’hood.
Save the stamps!

I like your visual quiz. Keep it up. 
Peggy Cling

Sanchez Street

L E T T E R S 4 9 ¢

LETTERS  TO  THE  ED ITOR

THE VOICE welcomes your letters.
Email: editor@noevalleyvoice.com.
Or write Noe Valley Voice Letters, P. O. 
Box 460249, San Francisco, CA 94146.
Please in clude your name, street, and
contact information. (Anonymous letters
will not be considered for publication.) 
Be aware that letters may be edited for
brevity or clarity. We look forward to
hearing from you.

In April, someone hung a swing from the Billy
Goat Hill tree which had a seat made from an
orange traffic cone. Photo courtesy Jenny Badger Sultan
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Farewell to Eddie Peters 

Afamiliar figure in the Church Street neighborhood has gone from us for good, it sadly
seems. A gray-haired, quiet, and somewhat stooped man, with a shuffling gait, Ed-

ward Peters, known as “Eddie” (Brother Ed, while living at the “Blue Church”), was hos-
pitalized at St. Luke’s in early- to mid-April. He had some complications, moved to an-
other facility in the next week or two, and subsequently passed on.

Before the Lux apartments were built several years ago on the northwest corner lot at
Church and 28th streets, a very old, bright-blue building was an oft-referenced landmark
here in Noe Valley, i.e., the Blue Church.  Used for years as a non-denominational church
(which is what it was when I arrived in 2000), it was a movie theater—actually, seven
movie theaters—from 1916 to 1965. The church, Holiness Temple in Christ, was com-
prised of a minister and his young family and a few changing residents, mostly gentlemen
of unknown origin, to whom the church provided shelter and food in exchange for what-
ever jobs and repairs they could accomplish when needed. 

When the church was sold and torn down at the end of 2009, all those residents seemed
to scatter to the wind, except Eddie Peters, who had made a bit of a name and need for
himself among several of the local merchants, including Chuck’s Sun Valley Grocery, the
One Stop Party Shop, and Drewes Meats. Others in the neighborhood asked him to do odd
jobs, and he appeared to have a place to live. He was well-known and greeted mornings
on the street by everyone. He often called the ladies “Dear” and gave his well wishes.

A kind and sweet-natured man, ready with a happy hello, Eddie will be missed. His
heart seemed made of gold...always wanting to give, but expecting nothing in return. 

Upon his death, his nephew and niece contacted a couple of the businesses, but no in-
formation was available about a service or their uncle’s final resting place. Just remem-
ber Eddie as an unassuming sweet gentleman, who always said hello with a twinkle in his
blue eyes.
—Joey at Drewes, Chuck at Sun Valley, Mardie at One Stop, and Shannon on Duncan Street
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Cram It In
ACROSS
1. Big hunk
4. Japan’s “City of
Water”

9. WWW
programming code

13. Sgt.’s mail drop
14. Showed one’s

hand?
15. Prefix with 

-drome
16. Drought sufferer’s

anguished
question

19. Couric on TV
20. Music devices

whose sales
slowed when
smartphones took
over

21. British prep
school

22. Tuxedo, often
27. Subscriber’s

encore
29. Whirlwind of

energy
30. Learned person
33. “___and bear it”
34. Land in la mer
37. 24th Street gym,

or what this puzzle
manages to do in
the middle of four
entries

40. Toy store on 24th
41. ___ Hari (spy)
43. Fishing for

morays
45. Gulf of Sorrento

town
48. Street between

Church and
Guerrero

52. “Let’s agree
nobody won,
okay?”

55. Booze it up
56. Largest word on

many a nametag
57. Cap projection
58. Occasion to make

romance, perhaps
62. South Park friend

of Stan and Kyle
63. Alternative to a

station wagon
64. Examine
65. Word before elk or

fog
66. Grownup
67. Units at Noe’s

Nest, briefly

DOWN
1. Rubbernecker
2. Religion, to the
masses, per Marx

3. Singer Michael or
former U.N.
Ambassador John

4. Boo-boo
5. Emulated Jack
Horner

6. Van Ness, e.g.:
Abbr.

7. Costner or Bacon
8. Really good (at)
9. “Why do baby
ducks walk softly?
Because they can’t
walk ___!”

10. Needling
11. Test at St. Luke’s:

Abbr.
12. Silent film star

Chaney
17. Alonzo King ___

Ballet
18. Country way
22. Sitar player

Shankar
23. Thrill
24. “Gone With the

Wind” estate
25. Mideast leader
26. Tony Shalhoub

TV role
28. Female flyers in

the military: Abbr.
31. Atl. Braves’

division
32. ~
34. Apple desktop

computer
35. Dalai ___
36. “And others,” in a

bibliography
38. Suffix for

“orchestra”
39. Walgreen photo

service, for short

42. Words of
introduction for a
dictator

44. Entered, as a car
46. Like a Bengal

tiger
47. “___ just take a

minute”
49. More hopeful
50. Abel Tasman, vis-

à-vis Tasmania
51. Some worsted

fabrics
53. 50-down of a

health spa on 24th
54. “I ___” (election-

day badge)
57. Let off some

steam
58. Tennis match

division
59. Capote, on

Broadway
60. URL ending for

UCSF
61. Actor Kilmer

T H E  C R O S S W O R D B Y M I C H A E L B L A K E

Solution on Page 29

4288 24th Street  �  San Francisco
 415.821.7652  �  fireflysf.com

Food you eat.

S A N  F R A N C I S C O

©2012 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. All Rights Reserved. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC.  An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Each Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage Office Is Owned And Operated by NRT LLC.  DRE License #01908304.

2355 Market Street | 415.437.4500 | californiamoves.com | facebook.com/cbnorcal
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249 Whitney
GORGEOUS EDWARDIAN
Gorgeous and grand peaked-roof Edwardian tucked away on the
lovely tree-lined Whitney Street in Glen Park. This special 2-story
home has 3 bedrooms on one level, 2- bathrooms, and a large
living and dining areas that opens up to a south-facing deck with
outlooks of Glen Park, Bernal Hill and beyond. The home has
beautiful wood floors and traditional charm. On the lower level,
there is a large storage area and a legalized bonus room that
opens to a private back yard. GREAT LOCATION!!! Located 
between Glen Park Village and Noe Valley, it's near Glen Park
BART, MUNI, shuttle stops and highway access.

$1,499,000

1621 – 1623 Powell Street
CHARMING CONDOMINIUM
Rarely available, vacant 2-Unit building in the heart of North
Beach. Walk score 99!! Building has been completely upgraded
with stainless steel appliances and high-end finishes through-
out including seismic retrofitting to today's standards. Lower
Unit is 2 bedroom/ 1 bath, with an office also in garage you
have a laundry room. Upper Unit is 2 bedroom /2 bath with
laundry and its own private roof deck with incredible views.
Garage has space for two compact cars (independent). Property
is vacant with no Ellis Act or Owner Move-Ins. Located in one of
San Francisco's finest neighborhoods with close proximity to
Columbus Street and Washington Square, and easy access to
restaurants, shopping, and transportation.

$2,198,000

3976 18th Street
TOP FLOOR CONDO
There's no place like this home!Top Floor Condo!Meticulously
renovated w/ modern conveniences & super high-end
finishes/fixtures keeping w/ period charm of an Edwardian.
There are 2 full bedrooms & a 3rd room currently used as a
media room, 1.5 baths & a garden oasis!Custom everything
throughout:stained solid oak floors w/ rubber underlayment for
sound absorption, spa-like bathroom w/ Hansgrohe fixtures,Du-
ravit toilet & caesarstone countertop,chef's kitchen w/ Gagge-
nau,Miele,Wolf & U-Line appliances,caesarstone countertop &
Ann Sacks tile backsplash.SurroundSound throughout.Open 
entertaining floor plan flooded w/ natural light w/ excl. private
deck & staircase to lush garden paradise & office/studio 
(unwarranted)!Best urban area-must see!

$1,499,000

Tony Alejandre
415.812.3453

© 2015

Eric Rahe
415.518.7548

Renee Gonsalves
415.260.5805

James Maxwell
415.902.6757
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Bob St. Clair,  
A Man of Many
Spirits
Feb. 18, 1931 – April 20, 2015

By Jeff Kaliss

Bob St. Clair, who played as an offen-
sive tackle for the San Francisco

49ers for more than a decade, was not of-
fensive at all when he stood behind the
counter at the store that still bears his
name, St. Clair’s Liquors, at 24th and
Sanchez streets.
Those of us fortunate enough to have

done business with him there cherish the
memory of looking up at the six-foot-nine
ex-footballer’s benevolent countenance
and listening to some good bass-baritone
advice on wine and spirits. 
Robert Bruce St. Clair, a five-time Pro

Bowler and member of the Pro Football
Hall of Fame, died on April 20, at the age
of 84. He was born and raised in the Mis-
sion District. But he’ll be missed in towns
and cities all over the Bay Area, includ-
ing Daly City, where he was mayor while
still with the 49ers; Redwood City, where
he served on the San Mateo County
Board of Supervisors; Petaluma, where
he did marketing for Clover Stornetta
Farms; and Santa Rosa, the place he last
made his home.

‘He Was Just a Nice Man’

In Noe Valley, St. Clair was known as
the generous man at the store at 3900 24th
St., which he’d purchased in 1960. (It was
one of four he eventually owned.) 

He often doled out treats or 49ers sou-
venirs to neighborhood kids, said Eric
Roberts, who lived at Noe and 24th, a
block from the store, during the 1960s
and ’70s. “I was about 7 or 8,” Roberts
recalled. “First, he gave me an auto-
graphed football, and later a signed hel-
met.” 
The most fun days were when St. Clair

did his strongman antics and a crowd of
children formed around him. “Bob would
take a phone book and he’d tear it in half,
and we’d all be in awe,” said Roberts, 51,
now a resident of Willits, Calif.
“He was just a nice man,” Roberts said.

“He was good with all the little kids
who’d come in. He was like a hero.”
St. Clair’s fame was so widespread that

brothers Maher and Mousa Khouri de-
cided to keep the liquor store’s moniker
when they purchased the business in
1991. 
“We liked the name, and we liked the

story behind the name,” said Mousa
Khouri. “There’s a lot of history behind
it.”
St. Clair also dabbled in neighborhood

and city politics. He was president of the
Noe Valley Merchants Association. In
1977, he was a candidate for supervisor
in District 5 (now District 8), in a cam-
paign that saw Harvey Milk become the
city’s first openly gay member of the San
Francisco Board of Supervisors. 

His Football Feats

But chief among St. Clair’s talents was
his football prowess. The field at Kezar
Stadium in Golden Gate Park now bears
his name, emblazoned in brass on the
goalpost guards. The honor was bestowed
by the City of San Francisco in 2001: St.
Clair had played 189 games on that turf,
first as a team member at Polytechnic
High School; then as a lineman for the
University of San Francisco Dons, a
squad that went unbeaten in 1951; and fi-
nally as a tackle with the 49ers, before the
team was relocated to Candlestick Park. 
Hugh McElhenny, 86 and a former

49ers running back, remembers his team-
mate’s playing skill as “way above every-
body else in the league.”
From his home in Henderson, Nev.,

McElhenny told the Voice that St. Clair,
known for his blocking, “had the ability
to be a tight end. He had great speed, and
most of the plays that [quarterback Y.A.]
Tittle called for me, Bob played an impor-
tant part. I’d pick him up downfield, and
he was always there. There was a nose
tackle for the Detroit Lions, some 300

pounds, and we put a trap play in where
Bob pulled and wiped him out of the
way.” 
St. Clair, who played for the 49ers from

1953 until injuries ended his career in
1964, was chosen team captain three
years in a row. Before he was inducted
into the Hall of Fame in 1990, he teased,
“I don’t think the question should be,
‘Could we play today?’ The question is,
‘Could these candy-asses have played
with us?’”
Two of his fellow Dons, Ollie Matson

and Gino Marchetti, also went on to pro
careers and the Hall of Fame, but their
team is perhaps best remembered for re-
fusing to participate in an Orange Bowl
game because their African-American
teammates would not have been permit-
ted to play. 
In his early career, St. Clair had a taste

for eating raw meat, a family culinary tra-
dition. Despite or maybe because of this
quirk, he was applauded by his team-
mates on the 49ers, who nicknamed him
“the Geek.”
After many years as a loyal 49ers sea-

son-ticket holder, he bitterly opposed the
team’s move from San Francisco to Santa
Clara. 
Otherwise, “Bob wasn’t a yeller,”

McElhenny said. “He got along with
everybody, and I know we’ll miss him
back at the Hall of Fame.” 

Bob St. Clair is survived by Marsha Bonfigli
St. Clair, his wife of nearly three decades; sons
Gary St. Clair and Greg St. Clair; daughters
Rene St. Clair, Jill St. Clair, Gail St. Clair-
Midyett, and Lynn St. Clair-Gretton; sister
Rosemary Umland; 19 grandchildren; and 13
great-grandchildren.

The 10th annual Noe Valley Garden
Tour is Saturday, June 13. Neighbors

across Noe Valley will open their gardens
to the public from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Eight
home gardens and the half-acre garden at
the 30th Street Senior Center will be on
display. 
The home gardens were all designed by

the homeowners themselves. They range
from a quiet meditative zen garden with
a water feature to a spectacular private
botanical garden. Eight of the nine are
backyard gardens; the ninth tumbles
down terraces and stairs in front of the
owners’ house. A drought-resistant succu-
lent garden is also on the tour, as well as
a traditional cottage garden, a garden with
a mural, and two mature floral gardens. 
Tickets for the garden tour are on sale

now online, at neighborhood stores, and
Saturdays outside the Noe Valley Farm-
ers Market. Pricing is $18 general admis-
sion and $15 for seniors over 60. Children
under 18 are free. A map indicating the
garden locations is provided. 
Online tickets are available at friends

ofnoevalley.com. Merchants selling tick-
ets are Cliché Noe Gifts + Home, Folio
Books, Just for Fun, Olive This Olive

That, and Small Frys on 24th Street, and
K9 Scrub Club and Omnivore Books on
Church Street.
Saturdays, 9 a.m. to noon, volunteers

will staff a table outside the Farmers Mar-
ket to sell tour tickets and raffle coupons
for prizes donated for the second year by
Stephanie Johnson of Zephyr Real Estate.
Raffle prizes are a $300 Sloat Garden
Center gift card and four hours of labor
provided by Franco Landscaping. Buy
one chance for $5, three for $10, or eight
for $20. Raffle proceeds go to the Noe
Valley Garden Tour.
In addition to the tour itself, three gar-

dening talks will be offered at the 30th
Street Senior Center, 225 30th St. J. Char-
main Giulani, professor of environmen-
tal horticulture at City College of San
Francisco, will discuss and demonstrate
container gardening at 11 a.m. and 12:30
p.m. At 2 p.m., Suzanne Bontempo of Our
Water – Our World will offer natural pest-
control tips and ways to conserve water,
prevent pollution, and reduce yard waste. 
The Noe Valley Garden Tour is an all-

volunteer effort, and people are still
needed to staff tables at garden entrances.
Take a two-hour shift and receive a free

ticket to the tour. Shifts on June 13 are
9:30 a.m. to noon, noon to 2 p.m., and 2
to 4 p.m. Contact Michelle Echenique at
shellech@gmail.com to sign up.
The garden tour is sponsored by the

Friends of Noe Valley neighborhood as-

sociation, which makes a donation to-
ward Noe Valley beautification each year
from Garden Tour proceeds. This year,
the recipient project will be the garden at
the 30th Street Senior Center.

—By Richard May

Garden Tour Blooms on Saturday, June 13

This portrait of Bob St. Clair was taken in
September 2011, when several members of
the 1951 USF Dons got together for a
mini-reunion. Photo by Shawn Calhoun

Except for a slight paunch, Bob St. Clair still looked fit and trim at 47 when he posed inside
his liquor store for a 1978 Noe Valley Voice photograph.The inset shows the San Francisco
49ers lineman in a classic football pose of the era. Photo by Roger Burd

The gardening talks offered at this year’s Noe Valley Garden Tour will likely point to the
advantages of drought-tolerant plants, such as this Agave attenuata. Photo by Jana King
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Bernie’s
a local girl’s coffee shop

Proudly Serving La Coppa Coffee

Featuring a Variety of Desserts Delivered Fresh Daily
from Raison d’Etre Bakeries

Serving an Assortment of Teas & Blended Beverages

Savor our Friendly, Cozy Atmosphere

FREE WIRELESS

Open 7 Days – 5:30 a.m. – 8:00 p.m.

3966 24th Street
between Sanchez & Noe

415.642.1192
BernadetteMelvin@Gmail.com

VISIT US

AT OUR NEW 

2ND LOCATION

DOWNTOWN!

IN THECROCKERGALLERIA POST ST. NEAR
MONTGOMERY

Fine  Italian Cuis ine
36th Anniversary – A Family Tradition Since 1972

415-647-1929
ORDER ONLINE NOW! – www.haystackpizza.com

Open Sunday – Thursday - 11:30 a.m. - 11:00 p.m.

Friday & Saturday - 11:30 a.m. until Midnight

3881 24th Street between Sanchez & Vicksburg

AWARD WINN ING  P IZZA !

HANDMADE  P IZZA  TO  ORDER!

Pizza 
Restaurant

DINE IN, USE OUR FREE DELIVERY OR

CALL AHEAD TO PICK UP!

Stop smoking
in three sessions.

Individuals • Couples • Groups

32 years experience

Noe Valley Office

Lori Feldman, LCSW

415.285.9770
QuitSmartSanFrancisco@gmail.com

Psychotherapy also offered for anxiety, stress,

depression and communication issues.

NOW ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS.

���

For Fast, Affordable and Effective

Display Advertising in
Your Community

Contact Pat Rose (415) 608-7634
patrose@noevalleyvoice.com

Just Foolin’. The content of Noe Valley Voice of the early 1980s was rich in satire as evi-
denced by this cartoon published in 1982.                                 Illustration by Susan Koop

Noe Valley Views
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Street. The westbound bike lane would be
striped between the parked cars and the
sidewalk. The south-side bike lane would
have a buffer installed between the bike
lane and the travel lane.
The configuration of the bike lane

would result in parked cars on Clipper
Street no longer needing to be moved for
street-sweeping. And the removal of the
south-side parking, noted traffic plan-
ners, would eliminate the risk of having
drivers walking across the street to access
their vehicles.

48 Bus to Be Rerouted

The proposal comes as the San Fran-
cisco Municipal Transportation Agency
plans to reroute the 48-Quintara/24th
Street bus line so that it runs along Clip-
per Street rather than turning onto Grand
View Avenue. When heading south on
Clipper, the bus line would turn onto Di-
amond in order to connect with 24th
Street.
Once the route change is implemented,

a new bus stop will likely be added at the
intersection of Clipper Street and Dou-
glass. The proposed traffic-calming
measures at the intersection could accom-
modate the bus stops, according to the
project planners.
SFMTA staff met with a dozen nearby

residents about the traffic-calming proj-
ect, dubbed the “Clipper Road Diet Con-
cept,” at an open house in early May.
Based on the feedback gathered at the
meeting, planners decided to move for-
ward with the plan.
“With enough community support

voiced at the project’s May 6 meeting, the
SFMTA will now refine designs for a lane
reduction and parking reconfiguration on
Clipper Street,” wrote Miriam Sorell, a
planner with the agency’s sustainable
streets section, in an email to the Noe Val-
ley Voice. “Staff will be following up with
residents in June to share detailed infor-
mation on how various aspects of the de-
sign would work. At that time, SFMTA
will also provide details on the approvals
process, which could include a commu-
nity ballot.”

‘I Hate It’

Various aspects of the plan elicited
negative responses at the open house,
however, based on the comments atten-
dees wrote down for the SFMTA and it-
erated in interviews with the Voice.
“I hate it,” said Richard Dodds, who

has lived on Clipper Street for 18 years.
“The current situation is not so bad as to
require such a radical reconfiguration of
the street.”
Dodds’ biggest concern is the removal

of the middle turn lane, which would re-
quire eastbound traffic on Clipper to
make a U-turn at Douglass in order to
park or enter the driveways to the various
apartment complexes and townhouses on
the north side of the street.
“Our driveway services 20 resi-

dences,” noted Dodds. “Currently, we
have a large amount of parking and it is
easy to get into our garage.”
The reduction of the existing 80 park-

ing spaces on both sides of the street to
roughly 58 parking spots solely on the
north side also raised objections, with one

person writing on an oversized piece of
white paper the SFMTA staff had placed
out, “Do not take away any parking.”
The person, who did not give their

name, added, “I have lived at Douglass
and Clipper for five years and did not rec-
ognize a problem, so I’m okay without
changes.”
Even the creator of the website

www.clippertraffic.com, who has spent
the last decade pushing for calming meas-
ures on the street, expressed misgivings
with the proposed plan, particularly the
removal of the middle turn lane
“It really opens up a straightaway for

people to speed on with this design,” said
Samir Ghosh, who bought a townhouse
on Clipper Street in 2002. “At night, I
know people are flying up that hill.”
Ghosh has pressed for a variety of traf-

fic-calming measures over the years,
which SFMTA planners have ruled out
for various reasons. His rejected ideas in-
cluded reducing the speed limit from 35
to 25 miles per hour and creating a traf-
fic circle at the Grand View Avenue and
Clipper intersection. 

Safety Record Relatively Good

Despite concerns about high vehicle
speeds on Clipper Street, traffic planners
noted that the street’s safety record “is
good relative to other San Francisco
streets.” Data provided by the SFMTA
show there were six injury collisions be-
tween 2003 and 2008, dropping to three
injury crashes between 2009 and 2014
following previous changes made to the
roadway.
Most of the car crashes involved driv-

ers hitting parked cars or other fixed ob-
jects. Over the past 10 years, there was
one pedestrian-related injury, which hap-
pened in May of 2014, and it involved a
pedestrian crossing Clipper at Diamond
Heights Boulevard.
Changes implemented in 2008—

adding bike lanes and reducing the traf-
fic lanes from two each way to the cur-
rent one lane in each direction separated
by a middle turn lane—has helped some,
said Ghosh, but problems remain.
“It’s loud with people racing up the

hill. It creates more pollution,” he said. “It
generally devalues the property.”

Residents to Vote on Plan

As the SFMTA planners refine their
proposal, one idea being considered is to
truncate the proposed back-in angled
parking to end at 750 Clipper St. West of
the driveway would remain as parallel
parking. Doing so would allow for a left
turn lane to be striped so residents could
access their driveways.
Residents on the two blocks of Clipper

Street impacted by the changes, as well
as those on Clipper Terrace, High Street,
and portions of Grand View Avenue, will
be asked to weigh in on the final plan
through a mail-in ballot. If an over-
whelming majority objects, then the traf-
fic-calming measures could be scrapped.
“If people say we don’t like it, then the

street will be repainted as it is now,” Nick
Carr, a senior planner with the SFMTA,
told the Voice.
For more information, contact SFMTA plan-
ner Nick Carr at 415-701-4468 or email him
at nick.carr@sfmta.com.

Non-Retail Businesses Need
Permits to Open on 24th St.

By Matthew S. Bajko

No longer will non-retail businesses
be able to open overnight in

ground-floor storefronts along 24th
Street in Noe Valley, due to a zoning
change adopted by the Board of Super-
visors.
The zoning change does not outright

ban such businesses from opening in
 sidewalk-fronting storefronts. It in-
stead requires them to seek approval
from the city’s Planning Commission at
a public hearing.
By a unanimous vote of 10-0, with

Supervisor Jane Kim absent, the super-
visors at their May 19 meeting passed
legislation that requires medical serv-
ices and business or professional serv-
ices to apply for conditional use per-
mits in order to move into a
ground-floor retail space on 24th Street
between Diamond and Chattanooga
streets.
District 8 Supervisor Scott Wiener

sought the zoning change in response
to neighborhood concerns that office-
type businesses were moving in with-
out public debate and potentially creat-

ing dead zones on 24th Street at night
or on weekends. Residents also had
complained that too many offices and
not enough stores or restaurants might
negatively impact the vibrancy of Noe
Valley’s main commercial strip.
Similar interim controls for Market

Street west of Octavia Boulevard have
now become permanent, and the rules
will also cover the 400 and 500 blocks
of Castro Street, once the legislation
becomes law, likely in early July.
The new zoning provisions also say

that non-retail uses are principally per-
mitted in second-story spaces along
24th Street. Wiener rejected a recom-
mendation from the Planning Commis-
sion, which voted in support of his leg-
islation in April, that the supervisors
also principally allow offices in third-
story spaces along the corridor.
“It requires a lot of additional discus-

sion. With a lot of the development go-
ing in, there is a strong preference to
have housing,” Wiener said, when the
board’s land use committee held a hear-
ing on his zoning proposal Monday,
May 11. 
“We wouldn’t want to see a lot of

these buildings become retail and not
housing. I respectfully decline that
amendment now.”

New Designs on
Clipper Street

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

A plan floated by the city in May would reduce the car lanes to two, remove parking on the south side (left), and create angled parking on the
north side of Clipper Street, west of Douglass Street. Photo by Art Bodner

Supervisors Update Rules on Offices

CHARLES SPIEGEL
ATTORNEY & MEDIATOR

Contact for Consultation or Workshop Info
CharlesSpiegelLaw@gmail.com
www.charlesspiegellaw.com
www.divorceoptionsinfo.org

842 Elizabeth Street, Suite #1

SF, CA 94114 • (415) 644-4555

Real Estate

Pre-Marital Planning

Adoption & Surrogacy

Collaborative Divorce Practitioner

For 2015–Effective Divorce, File & Serve by June 26 
Divorce Options Workshop, Sat. June 6, 9:30 am • Tues. July 7, 6 pm
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BLUE BEAR
SCHOOL OF MUSIC

NOE VALLEY
M I N I S T R Y

at

Classes Start April 13TH

Little Bears Music  
Classes for Little Kids!  
BOUNCY BEARS (Age 1 - 3)
Mondays at 11 & 3 • Fridays at 10

BABY BEARS (4 months to 1 year)
Mondays at 2 • Fridays at 11

Adult Classes  
MONDAY GUITAR CLASSES
7:30  •  Square One Beginner Guitar  
6:30  •  Square Four Intermediate Guitar
8:30 • Acoustic Jam!

THURSDAY VOCAL CLASSES
7:00 • Singing for People Who Can’t Sing
8:15 •  Singing for People Who Can Sing

13TH

Enroll Today! 

415.673.3600
bluebearmusic.org/noevalley
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sician and teacher Chris Gray. At the
close of the store, Roomian was the sole
proprietor. Asked why the store typically
had partners instead of the traditional em-
ployer and employees, Roomian replied,
“It’s that San Francisco thing—every-
one’s a waiter and a playwright. Nobody
wanted to be just a store owner.”
Serving as a neighborhood social hub

and resource for musicians, Noe Valley
Music offered sheet music, instrument
sales and repair, and custom-made string
instruments. Over the years, the shop
drew a wide range of clients, from local
celebrities like singer Bobby McFerrin, to
Dale Miller’s fingerpicking friends, to as-
piring young musicians. 
One of Roomian’s most memorable

visits was from legendary folksinger Pete
Seeger. Seeger and Roomian engaged in
a long discussion about instruments,
specifically Seeger’s self-designed, long-
necked banjo. It was a conversation Roo-
mian had wanted to have for a long time. 

From Canada to Whole Earth

Roomian’s history is a personalized
portrait of San Francisco and its changes.
In the 1960s, Roomian, a Detroit native,
was in Canada, helping draftees escape
the Vietnam War. A friend brought over a
copy of the now famous, culture-shifting
publication the Whole Earth Catalog.
Roomian describes the catalog as making
“every job sound like it was an integral
part of the greater mandala universe.… If
you were a potter, you were on the path
to enlightenment.” By chance, Roomian
came across an article on guitar-making
and it changed his life. 
For a few years, he tried to build gui-

tars, but felt he hadn’t mastered the craft.
So he tried his hand at photojournalism.

En route to San Francisco from doing a
story about visionary architect Paolo So-
leri, Roomian picked up some hitchhik-
ers in Big Sur. When he left them off on
Fell Street, he discovered they had stolen
his camera and he’d lost his whole story.
While in town, he noticed a flyer for a
guitar-making class in Palo Alto. Through
taking the class, he found a mentor in
Rodney Albin, brother to Big Brother and
the Holding Company’s guitarist Peter
Albin. Rodney Albin took Roomian on as
an apprentice luthier, someone who
makes or repairs string instruments. 
With a loan from the Grateful Dead, the

two opened Acoustic Music on Haight
Street near Ashbury, in the heart of hip-
piedom, around 1971. After selling that
store seven years later, Roomian worked
out of warehouses in the Mission. 
In 1984, he went into business with

Walker. The partners were attracted to the
smaller shops and calmer pace of 24th
Street. Roomian himself had grown tired
of the frenetic atmosphere in the Haight,

where one of Acoustic Music’s best-sell-
ing T-shirts read, “No spare change.” He
also enjoyed the musicians and warm
community he found in Noe Valley. 

Dulcimers and Telecasters

Roomian started out making dul-
cimers, made popular in the 1970s by
singer and songwriter Joni Mitchell. Dul-
cimers were not then made by a commer-
cial producer, which left a void for
smaller makers to fill. 
In the 1970s, Roomian had three dul-

cimers in production, including a low-
cost $35 model. When the demand for
dulcimers waned, he began making
acoustic guitars and electric guitars. He
hit a strong sales streak with his  fretless
bass in the late ’70s, during “the Jaco
years,” when popular jazz artist Jaco Pas-
torius was playing bass guitar with the fu-
sion band Weather Report. 
Today, Roomian’s hollowed-out Tele-

caster remains his best-selling instru-
ment. In all of his production, he strives

to make instruments affordable to work-
ing musicians. 
Over the years, Noe Valley Music has

had a succession of great teachers, includ-
ing Jodie Guthrie, son of Arlo Guthrie,
Dale Miller, and Amos Garrett, known for
playing on the 1973 hit “Midnight at the
Oasis.” Most recently, Dennis White, a
well-respected Bay Area teacher, taught
out of the store. (White will continue to
teach guitar and can be contacted by
phone at 415-728-8224.) 

Internet Reverberations 

Like many retail businesses, Noe Val-
ley Music experienced a drop in sales af-
ter the Internet became a primary market-
place in the 2000s. In contrast to previous
decades—when instrument sales were
the majority of revenue—instrument re-
pair, guitar setup, and music lessons be-
came the store’s main business. Roomian
says, “People still need good guitars. My
daughter and her heavy metal friends
bring in their guitars.”
Roomian closed the business because

the owners of the space planned to in-
crease the rent. He also was getting close
to retirement. As Roomian had always re-
paired instruments at his off-site work-
shop in the Outer Mission, he decided to
work directly out of his studio. He will
continue to make instruments and per-
form repairs, and will honor any out-
standing warranties on instruments. To
make appointments, clients can reach
Roomian at 415-239-4445.
Roomian ended our conversation say-

ing he has always felt that San Francisco
is a generous place and he’s appreciative
of all the people who took the time to help
him in his career. While his store on 24th
Street touches on musical fads and neigh-
borhood changes, it’s emblematic that af-
ter his 30-year run on 24th Street, Roo-
mian can walk away saying, “Literally,
for all it, the people have been wonderful
in Noe Valley. I can’t think of a better
place to have spent so much time.” �

ern owner Vince Hogan, who last year ob-
tained a permit allowing live music until
10 p.m. seven days a week. For the pres-
ent, he said, the bar will only have music
the third Wednesday of the month.
“It’s the start of something new in Noe

Valley,” Hogan said.
During the shows, a stage will be set

up in an alcove in the front section of the
bar—with soundproofing to keep music
from spilling into the street. 
“We want to keep the neighbors

happy,” Hogan said.
Combs, 40, comes to the Tavern able

to pick from quite a rich repertoire. She
has written approximately 200 songs, in-
cluding several featured on TV shows like
Grey’s Anatomy and E.R. Her music is
raw and honest, and she has been likened
to Bonnie Raitt. On stage, she can blow
away her fans with vibes ranging from
rough and intense to sweet and melodic.
Combs has performed at clubs

throughout the Bay Area, among them the
Great America Music Hall, Cafe du Nord,
and the Hotel Utah in San Francisco, and
the old Sweetwater in Mill Valley.
“I think I’ve played every club in this

city, even ones that have closed,” said
Combs.
But her fame extends far beyond San 

Francisco. Over the past decade, she and 
her group, the Heather Combs Band, 
have opened for Sheryl Crow, Stevie 
Nicks, Los Lobos, Tom Petty, and other 
nationally recognized artists.
Combs also has five CDs under her

belt, including the 2013 Everybody Has
Their Turn. The album was recorded and
mixed in two and a half weeks, she said,
“in a not so quiet little room” in Noe Val-
ley.

A Natural Songwriter 

As much as she lights up the stage play-
ing her roots rock and Americana music,
Combs displays a strong talent for writ-
ing good lyrics. Her song “My Mistakes”
was a finalist in both the John Lennon and
USA Songwriting contests.
“I’m not a methodical songwriter. I’m

not going to set aside these two hours and
[say] I’m going to write a song,” Combs
said. “Songs find me and I have to be
ready to write them down or they’re gone.”
For years, Combs has helped organize

the Songwriting Series in the Round at the
Hotel Utah, 500 Fourth St. The monthly
forum gives local artists a platform to per-
form their original music and to push
themselves “out of their comfort zone.” 
The occasion sometimes draws big

names, like John Mayer. The Grammy
Award winner made a surprise visit in
2013 and sat in with Combs and other
songwriters.
“He was super humble and super sup-

portive of us as musicians just trying to
make our way,” Combs said. “It was a re-
ally neat experience.”
Cat Carter, Hotel Utah’s general man-

ager, says not too long ago Combs and her
band “would pack the place on a Satur-
day night without any advance promo-
tion.” They’d draw “this huge fun crowd
and she rocked it.”
Combs also gets ample airtime on

KFOG, a radio station that spins a vari-
ety of urban rock and pop music. “We
love Heather,” said Sheri Nelson,

KFOG’s director of marketing. 
Renee Richardson, KFOG’s music di-

rector and an on-air personality, said a lis-
tener “turned me on to her music” about
a decade ago. “I saw her live and I was
enthralled,” Richardson said. “I’ve seen
her so many times.”
Richardson said Combs also “has

helped to do fundraisers and benefits for
various charities. She’s an amazing part
of the community,” she said.
When not making music or working—

her day job is in technology marketing—
Combs and partner Cassidy Garvin are
out and about in Noe Valley, sipping cof-
fee at Martha & Bros. on Church Street
or shopping at the nearby Drewes Meats. 

Raised on the Beatles

Combs has been involved with music
almost since her birth in Gainesville, Fla.
“My parents will tell you that I popped
out of the womb telling everyone, ‘Sit
down, I’m going to sing you a song.’”
As a kid, she was enamored with the

Bee Gees, Peter Frampton, and the Beat-
les, particularly the Sgt. Pepper’s Lonely
Hearts Club Band album. Her parents
gave her the record, “and I knew every
single word…probably to my parents’
dismay,” she laughed.
By the time she was 15, Combs was

blowing a saxophone and thinking she
was going to be the female version of
Charlie Parker. That was until she discov-
ered saxophonist Candy Dulfer was al-
ready laying claim to the title.
Combs finally found her way playing

acoustic guitar (and sometimes harmon-
ica). And of course singing and writing
songs.
Early in her career, she had very defi-

nite opinions about sharing her works.

“I did not sell any songs. I did not want
other people playing my songs. I wanted
to be the one to share my songs,” she said.
“They were a big strong piece of my voice,
me finding myself, and I didn’t want to
find myself through other people.”
That, she admits, was probably a mis-

take. “Now I wish, monetarily, some-
times I had,” she said. She has found it
“really touching to see the way that [other
musicians] interpret the emotions that I
provided.”
Combs says she was pleased when

Hogan asked her to kick off the new se-
ries at the Valley Tavern.
“I said absolutely, I’d love nothing

more.” 
Heather Combs is an open book for

most people. But there is one segment of
her life that few know.

“I’m a closet huge country fan,” she
said. “I love good country music.” �

Noe Valley Music
Lost to History 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Heather Combs
Plays Valley Tavern 

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Roomian Rocks. Noe Valley Music may be no more, but owner Doug Roomian will remain 
faithful to the sweet sounds he can coax from his handcrafted Telecaster. Photo by Kate Haug

Heather Combs Photo by Cassidy Garvin
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• A T L A S  L A N D S C A P E S •
Designers & Builders of Extraordinary Gardens

DECKS

RETAINING WALLS

ARTISTIC FENCING

WATER FEATURES

SUPERB MASONRY

WORK

DRAINAGE ISSUES

PLANTING

LIGHTING

HOT TUB

INSTALLATION

SMALL SPACES A

SPECIALTY

Please visit us: Atlands.com
Phone 415-380-0604

Landscape & General Contractors
Ca. Lic. # 562324

Where In Noe Valley?
Will 

return 

next month.

Peggy Cling won our May contest. She correctly identified the colorful mosaic that graces
the storefront formerly occupied by Global Exchange.                         Photo by Jack Tipple

� Natural, Organic Products 
� Organic Fruits and Vegetables

� Quality Selection of Domestic & Imported
Wines, Beer & Spirits

� Fresh Acme Breads Daily 
� Vitamin Selection

� We Carry Rupam’s Herbal Products 
� Fresh Flowers

Your Neighborhood
Health Food Store

HOURS:
Mon – Fri   8 am – 9 pm 
Sat – Sun   9 am – 9 pm

1400 Guerrero Street 
at 26th Street

415-282-6274

Open Ever y Day

www.26thandGuerreroMarket.com
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•  HOMEMADE SOUPS • RAVIOLI • GELATO •

HOME-MADE
PASTA SAUCES

Fresh Marinara
Tomato Basil

Bolognese
Alfredo

Porcini Mushroom
Roasted Garlic & Mushroom

Cajun Crayfish
Basil Pesto

Cilantro Pesto
Melanzane Pesto

Sun-dried Tomato Pesto
Roasted Red Pepper Pesto

Gorgonzola & Walnut

FRESH PASTAS
Rigatoni

Fusilli
Spaghetti
Papardelle
Fettuccine
Linguine

Angel Hair

FLAVORS
Egg

Spinach
Basil

Black Pepper
Lemon
Eggless

Red Bell Pepper
Whole Wheat

“The best kept secret in San Francisco is right here in Noe Valley!”

FRESH HOMEMADE PASTAS,
Raviolis, Pestos, Dips, Soups

and Entrees

PastaGina is a full service Italian Deli that makes 
everything from scratch including Entrees, Salads, Dips,
Soups, Cannoli and Tiramisu every day, always fresh.
CHECK US OUT ON YELP AND SEE WHY WE RATE 4 1/2 STARS. 

Better yet, come in and check us out. 
HOPE TO SEE YOU SOON!

741 Diamond Street at 24th
(415) 282-0738

When you work with any of our offices, you can expect smooth 
transactions. We’ve been helping your processes run efficiently 
since 1893. And regardless of inconsistencies in the market, we’ve 
remained consistent in serving you. Our entire team is dedicated to 
ensuring you receive the highest level of service. You’ve counted on 
Stewart Title for over 120 years. And, you can rest assured, you’ll be 
able to count on us for at least 120 more.

Contact our team – Georgine, Ana, Eric, Jennifer or Lisa – today 
to find out why Stewart Title is the right title company for you.

Stewart Title of California – Noe Valley
4126 24th Street, San Francisco, CA 94114
(415) 653-3910    stewart.com/san-francisco

© 2015 Stewart. 

Providing you personal, professional service for 
over 120 years. And counting.
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ice, and the tips of his two middle fingers
still tingled, signaling there was nerve
damage in each.
“The fingers will feel normal but will

never completely be the same,” said
Creasy. “It is a badge of honor for folks
who go up there.”

On His Bucket List

A traveler to distant locales—he visited
North Korea in 2012 on a tourist visa—
Creasy wanted to cross off an arctic trip
from his travel bucket list. A Google
search led him to a company called Polar
Explorers. After talking by phone with a
guide for an hour, he decided to join one
of their trips.
Founded by Rick Sweitzer, who in

1993 led the first dog sled expedition to
the North Pole, the company has brought
nearly 400 people to the remote locale,
most by helicopter.
“A lot less have skied the last degree

like Michael did,” said Annie Aggens, a
guide with Polar Explorers. “He was the
perfect teammate. He was so positive, so
organized, and never complained about
anything. They gave him the nickname
‘Crease Lightning’ because he was so
fast.”
The guide service costs $47,000, with

additional travel costs and expenses
bringing the total to $60,000. Creasy also
took part in a training exercise held in
Minnesota in February so as to simulate
the arctic conditions he would encounter.

Dropped Off by Helicopter

The trip began on April 12 when
Creasy reached Longyearbyen, Norway,
21 hours after departing from San Fran-
cisco. Two days later, he arrived at Bar-
neo ice station, a base operated by Rus-
sia, and on April 15 he boarded a
helicopter to reach 89 degrees, the start-
ing point of a planned nine-day trek to the
North Pole at 90 degrees.
Each day consisted of skiing five

pushes, each lasting 75 to 90 minutes,
with 12-minute breaks in between to rest
and snack on nut bars, fruit, and peanut
M&Ms. The breaks also brought discom-
fort.
“Once you are done eating, all your

blood goes to your stomach. The pain in
your fingers is indescribable,” said
Creasy. “After 10 minutes of skiing, the
numbness wears off and your fingers
come back to life.”
Day four of the trip, “things deterio-

rated,” recalled Creasy, as a blizzard hit,
requiring them to remain in their tents.
Thereafter, they encountered open water,
impeding their trek and turning the last 10
miles to the pole into a six-hour ordeal.
“It was pretty scary. You know it is a

dangerous environment and things can
happen,” he said. “The one thing you
have to have faith in is the guides.”

Adrift on Top of the World

With the last leg of their journey
blocked by open water, the group realized
if they waited where they were, then the
ice would eventually drift into the coor-
dinates for the North Pole. At 3:07 a.m.
on April 20 their GPS confirmed they had
arrived.
“It was exciting and anticlimactic,”

said Creasy, who camped for another two
nights on the ice before a helicopter ar-
rived to return his group to the base camp.
“It was incredibly cold, we were tired,
and hugging each other. It was just windy
white.”
His trip also served as a fundraiser for

CALICO, a nonprofit agency in Alameda
County that works with abused children

and their families. Creasy donated $1,000
himself and had his employer, Apple,
match it.
CALICO Executive Director Vicky

Gwiasda told the Voice that Creasy had
raised $2,500 as of early May. The total
far surpassed the $500 amount the agency
asked participants of a recent Oakland
running festival to raise on its behalf.
“First off, it is great, amazing he did

this,” said Gwiasda. “And raising aware-

ness about CALICO is incredibly valu-
able to us. We appreciate he did some-
thing so physically challenging to support
an agency that supports kids.”

Satellite Call from the Pole

Creasy’s girlfriend, Christina Walburn,
has served on the agency’s board of di-
rectors for two years. She followed his
trek via Facebook posts and updates to his
blog at http://www.baytopole.com/,

where people can make additional dona-
tions to CALICO.
“He was really good about every day

putting an update there. And he called me
once he made it to the pole; that was very
exciting,” said Walburn, who spoke to
Creasy via satellite phone. “When I met
him at the airport, I had a sign made for
him that said ‘Welcome home North Pole
explorer.’ I got to break out my glitter pen
for that.”
One image Creasy posted on Facebook

was of a dinner he had in Norway featur-
ing two of the country’s signature dishes,
reindeer and whale. Asked about the meal
by the Voice, Creasy pointed out it was
Minke whale and noted it is not an endan-
gered species.
“I know it is controversial to eat whale,

but it is also a delicacy of the area,” said
Creasy, who described the whale as
“beefy, very lean, dark red meat.” 
As for the reindeer, it tasted like veni-

son, he said.
“I would happily eat more reindeer,”

said Creasy, though another trek to the
North Pole is not in his future.

Exploring in His Blood

Creasy moved from Great Britain to
the United States 14 years ago in order to
work for Microsoft in Seattle. In 2007 he
moved to San Francisco after landing a
job with Apple. He would only say he
works on the hardware for the company’s
iPhones and iPads because, “I have to be
fairly vague about what I do.”
His love for life in America led him to

become a U.S. citizen last July, though to
his chagrin, the ceremony was not on the
fourth.
“Because this is my home country, I

wanted to be more involved in American
life,” said Creasy, who is still a British cit-
izen. “I wanted to be able to vote and have
a say in things.”
Growing up in Canterbury, England,

Creasy developed a love for travel at an
early age. His family vacationed through-
out Europe, and in 1988, went to Walt
Disney World in Florida, and a few years
later to Hong Kong.
“At university, during our second-year

summer, a friend and I went on a month-
long backpacking trip around Europe,”
recalled Creasy. 

South Pole Like a Resort

In January of 2014 he flew to Antarc-
tica and the South Pole, where he camped.
The ice and landscapes of the two polar
zones, he said, are vastly different.
Because Antarctica is on a land mass,

“the ice is smooth and goes up and down
by the way the wind sculpts it,” said
Creasy. “The Arctic is totally different.
You are on plates of ice that are very thin
or thick. The wind pushes them together
so they collide.”
The South Pole trip also featured a base

camp for the season, where visitors are al-
lowed one hot shower per week.
“It is practically civil, almost like a re-

sort,” said Creasy, whereas the arctic is
“exceptionally cold and a much harsher
environment.”
He is planning a return trip to the South

Pole in 2017, a journey that Walburn
would like to join him on. 
“When he told me he wanted to do the

North Pole, I thought that is awesome. I
would love to do it too,” she said. “I have
an adventurous side as well, but Michael
has the financial resources to pull it off.
It is not cheap.”
For now, the couple in September plans

to climb Mt. Whitney, which Walburn did
alone last year, though she fell short of
reaching the summit.
“Michael has that explorer kind of at-

titude, I think that is the English side of
him coming out,” said Walburn. “They
are a well-known group wanting to go to
places no one else has been.” �

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 15, 2015

Day 1: May the wind be behind you.
Current location: 89°08’08” N 90°45’56” E
Starting point: 89°00’07” 89°47’20” E
Distance covered north: 8 nautical miles
Distance to go: 52 nautical miles

We flew in to Barneo ice station
yesterday. Spotted polar bears from the
plane, but we were safely 7,000 feet up.
Basic dinner at Barneo, and as it was so
late that we arrived we spent the night
there—in a heated tent for 11!

Breakfast and then waiting for the
helicopter. Flew to our starting point at
89 degrees. Amazing scenery of the ice on
the way. Condition looked very good.

Helicopter dropped us off and quickly
flew away. Leaving us alone. I watched the
helicopter fly away with a sense of
excitement and relief. Excited to be finally
starting the expedition. Started skiing
straight away. Cloudy and overcast, but
not too cold. Almost warm even.

First push over lots of rubble ice, all
pressure ridges and not much flat.
Challenging work. Amazing ice. Blocks
over 8 feet tall strewn around. Blue in
color. More snow than expected. Going
good, though. With four pushes we
covered 8 nautical miles. Good for a
short day.…

FRIDAY, APRIL 17, 2015

Day 3: Halfway but challenged
Current location: 89° 30’ 49” N 103° 48’ 12” E
Starting location: 89° 20’ 23” N 100° 08’ 34” E
Distance traveled: 10 nautical miles

The wind has picked up and made for
more challenging conditions. With total
cloud cover, seeing very far is difficult.
Thankfully the wind is behind us and is
pushing towards the pole. Overnight we
drifted one nautical mile north.

First challenge of the day was a huge
pressure ridge. These are formed when
plates of ice collide and can leave giants
blocks of ice forming a barrier we must
pass. So far we’ve been able to find a
route we could ski through, but today we
could not. We had to take our skis off and
then form a line across the ridge and pass
skis, poles, and sleds from person to
person. Tricky to say the least. We made it
over without injury and skied on to get
warm. Stopping means getting cold and
it’s not fun.

The next obstacle was water. Water
brings a sense of dread over the team. It’s
dangerous to cross and you have to be
very careful. We skied alongside the break
and found a safe place to cross. Going
over quickly and one by one. Later in the
day, we faced the same obstacle again but
had to ski further to get around it.

We made camp and the wind is brutal.
We are hoping it doesn’t get colder as it
might force us to stay in the tent.

We are halfway through and in only three
days. It’s hard not to be pleased with the
progress. In three days we could be there.

SUNDAY, APRIL 19, 2015

Day 5: A trial by fire and ice
Current location: 89° 49’ 05” N 121° 59’ 59” E

I have not left the tent today.… After the
optimism of yesterday the arctic has
taught us humility. The wind has picked up
dramatically and the temperature
dropped even further. We estimate the
temperature to be between -35C and 
-50C, but we have no way of knowing. It
was apparent when we woke up at 7 a.m.
that we would not be going far. The tent
was being blown around and we could
feel the cold seeping in. A shout between
tents made it known to go back to sleep
until 8:30 a.m. At 10 a.m. it was clear we
were going nowhere soon. It’s too
dangerous to spend much time outside in
these conditions. Skiing would be too
much and the risk of cold injuries far too
high. As it turned out, being in the tent
could be just as dangerous.

Our stoves are simple, but even then
things can go wrong. The seals on the fuel
bottles are rubber, and at very low
temperatures they cannot seal as well as
intended. A little fuel leak from the bottle
can be hard to spot, but when it catches
fire, it’s easy. Flames soared up inside the
tent vestibule and we tore open the door
and threw the stove outside. We have to
cook inside because of the temperature,
and the tents are designed for this. Now
we had a stove covered in ice. At the
same time our tent was filling with snow
from the wind.We sealed up the tent and
found one spot that had been letting the
snow in. Another guide made us some hot
food and helped get the stove working
again and we recovered with no harm or
damage done.

The environment outside is deeply
unpleasant. The wind has drifted snow
over everything. Our tents are barely
visible, sleds and skis are buried, and
visibility is limited to no more than 100
meters. It’s too cold to go outside to take
a photo and there’s nothing visible
anyway.…

Intrepid Trekker
Visits North Pole

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

FROM MICHAEL CREASY’S JOURNAL

Here are a few excerpts from Michael Creasy’s diary of his ski trip to the North Pole,
latitude 90° north. You can read more at www.baytopole.com.
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Living Trusts

• Wills

• Estate Planning

• Probate

Specialty Trusts

Robert T. Roddick
attorney at law

www.NoeValleyLaw.com

1330 Castro at 24th Street • San Francisco

(415) 641-8687

Protect Your Family Now!
Call for a Free
Consultation.

 

 

Your Local Elementary and 

Middle School Alternative 

Saint Philip the Apostle School 

For over 75 years, Saint Philip School has been  
educating the whole child, producing life-long  

learners, active Christians, and confident  
and responsible citizens. The success of our  

students is a reflection of our commitment to a 
school culture that is child-centered 

and student-focused. 
�� WASC accredited �� Learp4Kids Art Program 

�� 7:50 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. schedule �� Affordable, drop-in extended care 

�� Full-day Kindergarten �� After school enrichment programs 

�� High percentage rate graduates 
accepted to first choice high school 

�� Extended care offered before and 
after school. 

�� Full-time reading specialist �� Excellent sports teams 

�� Math intervention teacher �� Lunch program available 

�� Instructional aides for K-2 �� Supportive, vibrant community 

�� Jr. Great Books Program �� Catholic and Non-Catholic families 
welcome! 

�� Spanish curriculum for grades K-8  

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR GRADES K - 8 

For school tours, please call 415-824-8467 
665 Elizabeth Street, San Francisco, CA 94114 

www.saintphilipschool.org 

WHO TO CALL AT CITY HALL NVV 6/2015

San Francisco Information Line  www.sf311.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311
Burned-Out Streetlights, city owned (wooden poles call PG&E) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311
District 8 Supervisor Scott Wiener  scott.wiener@sfgov.org . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6968
Graffiti Removal. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-28-CLEAN
Hazardous Waste Disposal / Free pickup mattresses, appliances . . . . . . . . . 415-330-1300
Homeless Services Urgent care clinic. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-355-7400
Lost or Injured Animals  Animal Care and Control . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6364
Mayor’s Office of Neighborhood Services  www.sfgov.org/mons . . . . . . . 415-554-7111
NERT (Neighborhood Emergency Response Teams) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-970-2022
Parking Enforcement  DPT Dispatch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-553-1200
PG&E  Gas or electrical issues . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1-800-743-5000
Potholes potholes@sfdpw.org . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-695-2100
Recycling . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-4333
Sewer Problems, Overflows . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-695-2096
Street Signs, Damaged or Missing . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-9780
Street-sweeping . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6926
Tree Planting . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6700
24th Street Community Benefit District (CBD) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-519-0093
Utility Undergrounding (DPW)  undergrounding@sfgov.org . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-6167
Water Leaks, Water Pressure . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 415-554-3289

“No matter how cynical you become, it’s never enough to keep up.”
—Lili Tomlin, writer and comedian (1939–)

Member FDIC  Equal Housing Lender   
  Loan products subject to credit approval.

home lending, 
          locally grown

Wency Estrera  

Mortgage Loan Officer 
NMLS # 360174

wencyestrera@umpquabank.com
415-730-2022

Helping you find the right home loan,  
 right here in Noe Valley.

To learn more, visit  
umpquabank.com//westrera
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/alainpinelrealtors

@alainpinelrealtors

See it all at

APR.COM
Noe Valley Office   415.746.1111

1407 Kansas  |  3bd/1.5ba
Pattie Lawton  |  415.309.7836

1407Kansas.com

POTRERO HILL   PRICE UPON REQUEST

718 Shrader  |  3bd/2ba
Pattie Lawton  |  415.309.7836

718Shrader.com

COLE VALLEY   PRICE UPON REQUEST

2170 Jackson Street #4  |  3bd/4.5ba
Pattie Lawton  |  415.309.7836

2170JacksonStreet.com

PACIFIC HEIGHTS   $8,600,000

188 Minna Street #32B  |  2bd/2.5ba
C.M. Foo  |  415.706.6550

apr.com/cmfoo

SOUTH BEACH   $2,850,000

Alain Pinel Realtors

FIND YOUR PLACE

442 29th Street  |  3bd/2ba
Sue Bowie  |  415.642.4000

apr.com/suebowie

NOE VALLEY   $995,000

523 Valley Street  |  3bd/2.5ba 
Jessica Branson  |  415.341.7177

JessicaBranson.com

NOE VALLEY   $1,695,000
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Visit www.JessicaBranson.com 
to view more properties sold by Jessica, SF sales 
stats, and get her insider’s take on the market.

Call Jessica Branson today 415-341-7177 
for a free, no-strings consultation about 
selling or buying in SF.

work with the best in 2015!

JESSICA BRANSON
TOP SF REALTOR 

YEAR AFTER YEAR

Here are a few of Jessica's listings and recent sales...

+ Top 1% of San Francisco Realtors

+ 15+ years of SF real estate experience 

+ Listings average just 9 days on market & 27% over list price

+ Ethical, intelligent, and results-driven approach to real estate

Jessica Branson
Alain Pinel Realtors

415.341.7177
Jessica@JessicaBranson.com

www.JessicaBranson.com

Jessica Branson       415.341.7177       Jessica@JessicaBranson.com       www.JessicaBranson.com       LIC# 01729408     Statistics based on 2014 MLS data 

$1,305,000  SOLD

$1,420,000  SOLD

$1,695,000  SALE PENDING
523 VALLEY STREET

$1,688,888  SOLD

$1,170,500  SOLD $1,200,000  SOLD

$1,340,000  SOLD $2,875,000  SOLD$2,060,000  SOLD

$2,087,500  SOLD
MULTIPLE OFFERS!
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April Brings Showers
By Corrie M. Anders

Home sales in Noe Valley rose for the
second consecutive month, as April

buyers purchased 14 single-family
homes, including one that sold for more
than $5 million.
The neighborhood also saw strong de-

mand for condominiums and duplexes,
according to sales data provided to the

Noe Valley Voice by Zephyr Real Estate.
The April house sales total was two

higher than in March and four higher than
in April of last year. That’s in contrast to
the first two months of 2015, when only
five detached homes were sold.
Zephyr president Randall Kostick at-

tributed the strong sales to a springtime
bounce in the number of homeowners of-
fering their homes for sale, and an im-
mediate pounce from would-be buyers,
who had been held back by pitifully low
inventories during the winter months.
In January, there was a “three weeks’

supply” of homes—that’s how many
weeks it would take to sell all the homes
listed in Noe Valley if no new properties
hit the market. In April, there was a six-
week inventory, Kostick said.
“It makes a difference,” he said, noting

that the demand for homes in Noe Valley
has remained high for several years.
“When inventory picks up, we start to see
sales pick up.”
Buyers didn’t appear to flinch at the

rising price tags in the neighborhood. The
average cost of a single-family home was
$2.7 million in April, a nearly 20 percent
increase over the $2.25 million average
in April a year ago.
Of the 14 detached-home sales, four

were in the $2 to $3 million range, one in
the $3 to $4 million range, and two in the
$4 to $5 million range.
The most expensive purchase was a

four-bedroom, 4.5-bath home located in
the 500 block of Alvarado Street, between
Noe and Castro streets. The $5.4 million
final offer was 14 percent higher than the
seller’s asking price ($4,750,000). Built
around the turn of the last century, the
Eastlake Stick Victorian had been sub-
stantially renovated and expanded. Fea-

tures in the four-level home included a
new radiant heating system, high-tech
computer wiring, a two-car garage, and
two decks with views of the city and bay.
Meanwhile, condominium buyers pur-

chased nine residences in April, com-
pared to 13 in March and 14 in April of
last year. And to say they paid dearly is
no exaggeration. Buyers offered winning
bids that averaged 20 percent more than
the sellers’ asking price.
The costliest condo in April was a four-

bedroom, three-bath unit in the 4000
block of 26th Street, between Sanchez
and Noe streets. With a $1,895,000 list
price, the property attracted eight bids
and sold for $2,415,000—a 27 percent
windfall for the sellers. The two-story,
house-like condo was built in 2001, and
its modern amenities included a patio,
garden, hot tub, and one-car parking.
Shoppers looking to get in on the

ground floor also gravitated to small
apartment buildings with two to four
units, many of them “tenancies in com-
mon,” where buyers share the cost but

live in individual units. Buyers purchased
six small buildings—all duplexes—in
April, compared to three in March and
one in April of 2014. �

The Cost of
Living in Noe

Noe Valley Home Sales*
Low High Average Avg. Days Sale Price as

Total Sales No. Price ($) Price ($) Price ($) on Market % of List Price

Single-family homes

April 2015 14 $1,315,000 $5,400,000 $2,692,143 25 107%

March 2015 12 $765,312 $4,350,000 $2,196,068 17 107%

April 2014 10 $1,000,000 $5,250,000 $2,252,700 18 119%

Condominiums

April 2015 9 $630,000 $2,415,000 $1,394,444 22 120%

March 2015 13 $618,000 $2,250,000 $1,226,385 27 117% 

April 2014 14 $505,000 $1,950,000 $1,255,000  27 117%

2- to 4-unit buildings

April 2015 6 $1,315,000 $2,225,000 $1,660,000 34 120%

March 2015 3 $1,780,000 $2,450,000 $2,202,000 26 107%

April 2014 1 $1,750,000 $1,750,000 $1,750,000 21 100% 

5+unit buildings

April 2015 0 — — —

March 2015 0 — — — — —

April 2014 1 $1,350,000 $1,350,000 $1,350,000 15 108%

* Sales include all Noe Valley home sales completed during the month. Noe Valley for purposes of
this survey is defined as the area bordered by Grand View, 22nd, Guerrero, and 30th streets. The
Voice thanks Zephyr Real Estate (www.zephyrsf.com) for providing sales data. NVV 6/2015

This Eastlake Stick Victorian on Alvarado
Street, with four bedrooms and 4.5 baths,
sold in April for $5.4 million—well over the
seller’s asking price.

Noe Valley Rents**
No. in Range Average Average Average

Unit Sample May 2015 May 2015 April 2015 May 2014

Studio 8 $1,995 – $3,250 $2,391 / mo. $2,261 / mo. $1,888 / mo.

1-bdrm 39 $2,395 – $5,100 $3,404 / mo. $3,099 / mo. $2,913 / mo.

2-bdrm 44 $2,895 – $6,435 $4,324 / mo. $4,439 / mo. $3,831 / mo.

3-bdrm 26 $3,640 – $9,295 $6,275 / mo. $5,881 / mo. $6,304 / mo.

4+-bdrm 10 $5,295 – $15,000 $9,309 / mo. $10,932 / mo. $7,000 / mo.

**  This survey is based on a sample of 127 Noe Valley apartment listings appearing on Craigslist
from May 1-17, 2015. NVV 6/2015

There were eight bidders for a four-
bedroom condo in this building on 26th
Street. The competition drove the price up
to $2,415,000, 27 percent over asking. 

Photos by Corrie M. Anders

Quit Smoking in One Session
DR. JONATHON D. GRAY • HYPNOSIS • SAN FRANCISCO • 415-563-2333

Addictions • Stress Reduction • Pain Control • Weight Control
Phobias • Optimum Performance

http://drjonathongray.com

Design / Build
Custom Home Renovation
Green Building
Foundation Replacements
New Garages

CA LICENSE #706747

415.731.4542              www.bbirminghaminc.com
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Free Parking
Across the Street
In our Very Own 

Parking Lot !

We Accept:
ATM Cards
Discover Cards
MasterCard & Visa
Elec. Food Stamps & EBT

Store Hours:
7:00 am - 9:30 pm

Every Day!Sale Prices e�ective 
June 1 - 28, 2015

Ferrarelle
Natural Sparkling 
Mineral Water
25.4 oz. -reg 1.99

2/$3

Breyers
Ice Cream
48 oz. -reg 6.49$4.99

Clover Organics
Organic Milk
64 oz.-reg 7.69

$6.99

Organic Cream Top Yogurt
6 oz. -reg 1.29

99¢

Sea�s Gift
Roasted Seaweed Snack
17 oz. -reg .95

69¢

Annie�s Homegrown
Natural Mac & Cheese

 
6 oz. reg 2.79 $1.99

Annie�s Naturals
Dressings & Vinaigrettes
8 oz. -reg 4.99

$2.99
Back To Nature
Cookies
6.4-9.5 oz. -reg 4.99-5.99

$2.99

Near East
Couscous & Rice Mixes
5-10 oz. -reg 2.17

$1.99

Earth Friendly
Plant Based Dish Soap

 
25 oz. -reg 4.29

Promotion Good Through 6/18

Pirate�s Booty
Aged White Cheddar Snacks
4 oz. -reg 3.29

1.99

$2.99
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For nearly 100 years, St. Paul’s School has been educating the 
children of Noe Valley to succeed in life, in school, and in 

their diverse communities. Combining a solid foundation in 
reading, writing and mathematics with technology, science, 
and Spanish provides St. Paul’s students with the skills they 

need for high school and beyond. St. Paul’s o�ers your child the 
�nest elementary and middle school education within a diverse, 

inclusive, and welcoming community open to all.  

St. Paul’s School
Academic Excellence, Diversity, Community

NOW ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS 
FOR GRADES K THROUGH 8

A nurturing, supportive community focused on helping every 
child succeed is at the heart of the St. Paul’s experience. To learn 
more or to arrange a tour of St. Paul School, we invite you to 
contact us at: 1690 Church Street, San Francisco, CA 94131. 
(415) 648-2055. Or visit us on the web at: www.stpaulsf.net

speaking, and choir

• Individual
• Business Returns
• Electronic Filing         

Call  for  an appointment  TODAY!
300 Vicksburg Street #1, San Francisco • 415-821-3200

(on the corner of 24th near Church Street) Notary Public Service

Carol Robinson, EA

Member of the National 
Association of Enrolled Agents

• Tax Planning
• Prior Year Returns
• Out-of-State Returns

kmsof g/o.sff.soffs amp-crem

Visit KMS Summer Camp
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Noe Valley’s Solstice
Celebration

SummerFest, Noe Valley’s celebration
of midsummer, is Saturday, June 20.

Activities are planned all along 24th
Street from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
The 24th and Noe intersection will be

a children’s fun zone, with a petting
zoo—alpacas and goats and sheep, oh
my!—and bouncy house from 11 a.m. to
5 p.m., and a balloon and magic show
with Funnybone the Clown from 11:30
a.m. to 1 p.m. Through-traffic on Noe
Street will be blocked 8 a.m. to 7 p.m. to
accommodate the fair. No driveways will
be blocked, however.
The free hayride is sponsored by

Zephyr Real Estate. Board the horse-
drawn covered wagon from 2 to 5 p.m. at
the Walgreens parking lot at Castro and
Jersey streets and at 24th and Noe streets.
Other sponsored activities are the

photo booth, with costumes and props,
operating noon to 3 p.m. next door to
Cliché Noe Gifts + Home (co-sponsored
by Edward Jones and Cliché Noe); the
sidewalk chalk-drawing contest, 10 a.m.
to 4 p.m., at Olive This Olive That; and
face-painting outside DavidsTea, 11 a.m.
to 3 p.m., Rare Device, 11 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
and Cliché Noe, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Live entertainment is on the bill, too.

The Clef Divers, an a cappella singing
group, will stroll and sing along 24th
Street, starting at 1 p.m. Dancers will do
the hula outside Just for Fun, also at 1
p.m., and musicians will play at the Noe
Valley Farmers Market from 8:30 a.m. to
1 p.m.
SummerFest is a gift to the community

by the Noe Valley Merchants & Profes-
sionals Association and the Noe Valley
Association. You can find out more at
 noevalleysummerfest.com.

Cars, Bikes, and Pedestrians

Afree public forum on traffic in Noe
Valley will take place Monday, June

22, from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. at the Noe Val-
ley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez St. (between
Elizabeth and 23rd streets). The meeting
will be held in the church’s upstairs sanc-
tuary, which is now accessible by eleva-
tor.
Panelists include District 8 Supervisor

Scott Wiener; Deanna DeSedas, public
outreach coordinator for the San Fran-
cisco Municipal Transportation Agency;
Livable Streets Project Liaison Neal Pa-
tel; and representatives from SFMTA En-
forcement, the San Francisco Police De-
partment, and the San Francisco Bicycle
Coalition. The moderator will be the Rev.
David Brown, interim pastor of the Noe
Valley Ministry, Presbyterian Church
(USA).
The title of the forum is “Can’t We All

Just Get Along: Cars, Bicycles, and
Pedestrians in Noe Valley.” The goals are
to clarify laws pertaining to traffic and to
foster etiquette and courtesy on neighbor-

hood streets. There will be a question-
and-answer period.
Rev. Brown says, “This is the begin-

ning of several forums on community is-
sues” that the church is organizing. For
information, call 415-282-2317 or email
office@noevalleyministry.org.

Adda Clevenger Students
Perform Oliver!

Oliver!was both a popular Broadway
musical by Lionel Bart and an ac-

claimed film based on the Charles Dick-
ens novel Oliver Twist. Now, the students
at Adda Clevenger School on Fair Oaks
Street will bring it to life again on Thurs-
day and Friday, June 11 to 12, at the
Mercy High School Theater, 3250 19th
Ave., near Stonestown. Showtime both 

S H O R T
T A K E S

CONTINUED ON PAGE 22

Hoping to make a dent in the hous-
ing shortage in San Francisco,

District 8 Supervisor Scott Wiener has
proposed legislation that would allow
homeowners and landlords in Noe Val-
ley—and in Glen Park and Diamond
Heights—to construct new in-law units
on their properties.
“These units are the most affordable

type of non-subsidized housing,” said
Wiener, in introducing the measure
April 14. “They are a piece of the puz-
zle” needed to increase rental space in
a city that, according to the U.S Cen-
sus Bureau, added nearly 50,000 resi-
dents from 2010 to 2014. 
The new legislation replicates

Wiener’s Castro District in-law legis-
lation, passed by the Board of Supervi-
sors last year as a prototype. It allows
owners to add new units in garages,
basements, attics, and other vacant
spaces within their buildings, and re-
laxes certain density limits and build-
ing code provisions.
“Now, we’re expanding to addi-

tional neighborhoods in order to pro-
vide homeowners and apartment build-
ing owners with the same flexibility,”
Wiener said.
In Noe Valley, the change would ap-

ply to parcels within 1,750 feet of the
Noe Valley Neighborhood Commer-
cial District, which runs along 24th
Street and parts of Castro and Church
streets.
Wiener said there had been “strong

support” in the neighborhood. “When

I introduced the Castro legislation [in
April 2014], a number of residents of
Noe Valley asked me when I intended
to extend the legislation to Noe Valley,”
he said.
Wiener’s legislation for District 8

neighborhoods contains several re-
strictions. A new unit cannot exceed
750 square feet and must be built
within the envelope of the existing
building—without increasing its
height or bulk. The new unit also must
have its own kitchen and bathroom.
Subdividing a current unit is not al-
lowed. Buildings with 10 or fewer ex-
isting units are limited to one new in-
law unit. Larger buildings are allowed
a maximum of two. Any in-law unit
created in a currently rent-controlled
building also will be regulated by rent
control.
Last summer, the Planning Depart-

ment noted that the looser rules in the
Castro could produce as many as 400
new units. So far, only one new unit has
been created since the trial began,
though Wiener said “a number of other
units” are in the pipeline.
“These units don’t spring up

overnight,” he said.
In late April, the Board of Supervi-

sors approved additional legislation
that gives legal status to an estimated
30,000 to 40,000 illegal in-laws built
before 2013 in San Francisco.
For more information, contact

Wiener’s office at 415-554-6968.
—Corrie M. Anders

Can we ride him? No, but kids can have fun petting and feeding the miniature horses,
alpacas, and goats arriving June 20 at SummerFest on Noe Street. 2014 photo by Sally Smith

Supervisor Wiener Paves Way for In-Laws

San Jose Avenue ‘Road Diet’

Aproposed traffic plan that would
have a major impact on drivers

who use I-280 and San Jose Avenue
will be the focus of a community
meeting next month. The Upper Noe
Neighbors is hosting the July 8 event,
which starts at 7:30 p.m. at Upper
Noe Recreation Center, 295 Day St.
The San Francisco Municipal

Transportation Agency is ready to
implement the plan, which calls for
reducing the freeway exit ramp onto
northbound San Jose Avenue from
two lanes to one. The project is Phase
II of the agency’s effort to slow traf-
fic speeds from the San Jose Avenue
exit to the stoplight at Randall, Mis-
sion, and Dolores streets. The first
phase cut the number of merging
lanes from three to two and provided
a safer bike lane.
“These changes did not bring

about the desired 15 mph speed re-
duction along the corridor,” accord-
ing to agency engineer Damon Cur-
tis. “We will be moving forward with
Phase II beginning on June 2.” Both
phases are part of the Northbound
San Jose Avenue & I-280 Off-Ramp
Road Diet Pilot Project, launched in
June of 2014.
Critics have complained that the

earlier lane reduction led to traffic
jams along San Jose Avenue, which
feeds cars and shuttle buses into Noe
Valley, Glen Park, Bernal Heights,
and the Mission. They said merging
the two lanes into one would exacer-
bate the gridlock. 
For information on the meeting,

email president@uppernoeneigh-
bors.com. To view the project, go to
Projects at www.sfmta.com.

—Corrie M. Anders

Operated by Sotheby’s International Realty, Inc. Sotheby’s International Realty does not guarantee the accuracy of square footage or other information. 

CARRIE GOODMAN
415.624.4166
Carrie.Goodman@SothebysHomes.com
CalBRE# 01736609

LISA MILLER
415.710.0268
Lisa.Miller@SothebysHomes.com
CalBRE# 01395837 

Enormous potential to create your dream home in one of San Francisco’s 
most desired locations. The spacious main level opens into a living room with 
a fireplace and dining area leading into the kitchen. This three bedroom, two 
bath three-story home also has a large two-car garage, private backyard and 

patio. Ideally located between Dolores and Church, enjoy the best of the 
Mission and Noe Valley in this coveted neighborhood.

O�ered at $1,595,000

FABULOUS FIXER IN NOE VALLEY
3817 26th Street | San Francisco, CA

web: 0087088
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nights is 7 p.m.
Student actors will play all the many

parts, including Fagan, Mr. Bumble, the
loving Nancy, and brutal Bill Sykes, as
well as Oliver and the Artful Dodger. The
cast will be in full costume—and full
voice—and a professional orchestra will
play the music, including the memorable
“As Long As He Needs Me.” Period sets
will make the production look authentic.
Three teachers from the school have

been key in the production. Will Huddle-
ston is the theatrical director, Alexis Mur-
phy-Egri the musical director, and Cade
Burkett production manager. 
Tickets are available online at www

.addaclevenger.org. Under Performing
Arts, click on Current Production, then
click on the photo. Proceeds go to pay for
the performance. Any net proceeds will
go toward next year’s play or musical. 

The Picture Book Story

If you are interested in children’s picturebooks—as a parent, writer, illustrator,
or aficionado—Folio Books has an event
for you, on Thursday, June 25, at 7 p.m.
Creston Books of Berkeley, a children’s
picture book publisher, has organized a
panel of five Bay Area authors and illus-
trators to discuss the art—and text—of
storytelling for children.
The panelists are Muon Van and April

Chu, author and illustrator of In a Village
by the Sea; Georgia Lyon, author-illustra-
tor of How to Be Human: Diary of an
Autistic Girl, under the pseudonym
Florida Frenz; Julie Downing, illustrator

of Don’t Turn the Page; and David
Schwartz, author of Rotten Pumpkin.
The evening is free. Folio Books is lo-

cated at 3957 24th St.

LGBT Pride in Noe Valley

June is Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, andTransgender Pride Month around the
world. Celebratory events are planned
throughout California, San Francisco,
and Noe Valley.
The main events in San Francisco take

place on Pride Weekend June 26 to 28,
and include three marches. The Trans
March kicks off at Dolores Park Friday,
June 26, at 6 p.m. It’s followed on Satur-
day by the Dyke March, gathering at Do-
lores Park at 6 p.m.
The San Francisco Pride Parade is Sun-

day, June 28, starting at 10:30 a.m. at
Market and Beale streets and proceeding

along Market to Eighth Street, with par-
tying to follow at the Pride Celebration in
Civic Center. For the complete calendar
of activities, see sfpride.org.
In Noe Valley, the big event will be a

“LGBTQ Pride Reading” by five local
authors, at Odd Mondays on Monday,
June 15, 7 to 8 p.m., at Folio Books, 3957
24th St. Wayne Goodman is launching his
new picaresque novel, The Seed of Im-
mortality, and will be the featured reader.
Other readers include Bud Gundy, Rick
May, Lucy Jane Bledsoe, and Arisa White.
Meanwhile, the LGBT seniors group

Openhouse, which meets at 30th Street
Senior Center, among other locations, is
looking for volunteers to help collect do-
nations at the various gates to the Pride
Celebration June 27 and 28. If you’d like
to help, email suzi@openhouse-sf.org or
call 415-296-8995. 

They’re Cooking at St. Paul’s

Seasoned tri-tip, mesquite smoked pork
ribs, southwestern marinated chicken,

handmade assorted sausage links, corn on
the cob, longhorn potato salad, cowboy
beans, grilled veggies, watermelon… All
that food and more will be available at the
St. Paul’s Catholic Church All You Can
Eat BBQ, Saturday, June 6, 5:30 to 9 p.m.
The event will be at the parish center, lo-
cated up the driveway between the church
and St. Paul’s School next door at Church
and 29th streets.
BBQ tickets are $50 for adults, $15 for

children ages 6 to 12, and free for chil-
dren 5 and under. Call 415-648-7538 for
reservations. Or you can buy tickets at the
St. Paul’s Rectory, 221 Valley St.—Mon-
day through Friday—or after mass on
Sundays. Proceeds go toward parish op-
erating expenses.

Planting on the Boulevard

Free on Saturday, June 20, from 9 a.m.
to noon? You can get some great ex-

ercise by helping to add new plants to the
median strip on Diamond Heights Boule-
vard between Diamond Street and Addi-
son Way. Paul Matalucci, who heads up
this Diamond Heights project, says, “No
experience required. Just a willingness to
dig in the dirt and laugh.”
The San Francisco Department of Pub-

lic Works will close a traffic lane on ei-
ther side of the median for safety and pro-
vide safety vests and tools. The volunteer
project team will offer kneepads and a
free lunch following the planting. Team
leaders will demonstrate proper planting
technique.
Meet at 9 a.m. at Shepherd of the Hills

Lutheran Church, at the corner of Dia-
mond Heights Boulevard and Addison
Way, across from the dog park. Please let
Paul Matalucci know you’re planning to
help, at paul@wordwc.com or 415-826-

0045, so he has an accurate head count for
food, drink, tools, and equipment.

Fatherhood Made Easy

Famous Noe Valley stay-at-home dad
Mike Adamick has just published an-

other book in his Dad’s Book of Awesome
series. This time it’s Dad’s Book of Awe-
some Recipes. His first book was Dad’s
Book of Awesome Projects, published in
2013. Last year, it was Dad’s Book of
Awesome Science Experiments. Alto-
gether, the three books present plenty of
activities dads—or moms—can enjoy
with their kids. 
Each book has a pretty awesome sub-

title too: 25+ Fun Do-It-Yourself Projects
for Families, From Stilts and Super-Hero
Capes to Tinker Boxes and Seesaws
(Awesome Projects); 30 Inventive Exper-
iments to Excite the Whole Family! From
Boiling Ice and Exploding Soap to Erupt-
ing Volcanoes and Launching Rockets
(Awesome Science Experiments); and
now 100+ Recipes the Whole Family
Will Enjoy! From Sweet Candy Bacon to
Cheesy Chicken Fingers (Awesome
Recipes). The latest book also has such
delicacies as mango hedgehogs, spaghet-
tipus, and the Nacho Tower of Doom
(contributed by Adamick’s wife, Dana).
The books are printed in colorful over-

sized paperbacks (8 inches by 9-1/4
inches). All three are available at Folio
Books on 24th Street or online. Father’s
Day is Sunday, June 21. Just sayin’.

This month’s Short Takes were written by
Richard May.

S H O R T
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The city has allocated funds for a new trail on the forested slope rising above Beacon Street
and connecting to Walter Haas Park. The path, as currently designed, will be mostly earthen
path with four sets of box steps. Concept plan courtesy SF Recreation and Park Department

New Hillside Hiking Trail
Approved

The San Francisco Recreation and
Park Commission has voted to

replace an unsanctioned trail that ran
through the mini forest between Billy
Goat Hill and Walter Haas Park.
At its May 21 meeting, the com-

mission authorized $147,000 in
Open Space funds to construct a new
footpath with 560 feet of earthen trail
and 120 feet of box steps. The steps
will be located on the curves and en-
tries to the steep, zigzagging path. 
Construction is expected to start

this fall, said Rec and Park spokes -
person Connie Chan, and the old trail
will be allowed to revert to its natu-
ral state.
A “modest” amount of split-rail

fencing will be built to “guide” users
to the trail starts and to discourage
short-cutting, according to the plan.
One entry will be located off Beacon
Street at the top of Billy Goat Hill,
and the other on the north or back
side of Walter Haas Park, located off
Diamond Heights Boulevard. 
Along the route, five trees that

were considered hazardous will be
removed and three others will be
pruned for trail safety. The plan also
includes buffer zones of small trees
and other vegetation, designed to
protect the privacy of residents in
nearby homes.
The original design was drawn up

following a community meeting Dec.
10 at Upper Noe Rec Center. On May
18, Rec and Park held an outdoor
meeting on the trail site to hear last-
minute concerns.
The trail has not been given an of-

ficial name but has been variously
called the Beacon Street Trail and the
Walter Haas Park Trail. For informa-
tion, email Lisa Wayne, Open Space
manager, at lisa.wayne@sfgov.org or
call 415-831-6326. 

—Corrie M. Anders
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Swinging Noe Family.Ten-month-old Flora shows delight during her first swing ride under the guidance of parents Sophia Park and 
Fabrice Della Mea, who’ll be celebrating his first Father’s Day on June 21. Many exhilarating rides await them.  Photo by Art Bodner

Noe Valley Views
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Converse International School of  
Languages

Host an 
INTERNATIONAL STUDENT!

     

  
 

A Rose for Mom. It was cloudy and chilly on Sunday, May 10, but Stern Grove Festival’s “Grove on the Road” music war med  the moods of all who gathered at the Noe Valley Town Square.
And while Dad corralled a toddler and the dog, Mom was presented with a token of her special day from a wingless angel. Photo by Art Bodner 
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Seattle lay at the tip of a long
diagonal from my parents’ state,
which is all the way on the East

Coast in North Carolina. I’d needed to
put distance between my family and me.
Jealous of friends whose parents came
to visit—taking them out for posh meals
in Belltown, sharing and connecting—I
saw that being Punjabi-American meant
being mostly quiet about the things that
really mattered. Which is why it was so
hard to deal with, when the thing that
happened did.

In Seattle, I was looking for real
connection, perhaps something to make
up for a sister I didn’t have with whom I
could confide, a sister I could comfort,
and be comforted by. I’d imagined that
my little brother could do that, since we
had the same experiences together in
our early years. But, of course, he’s a
guy.

In the gleaming city in the Northwest,
there seemed to be plenty of chances to
meet people, especially smart women. I
got it into my head that I could invent
some composite of personalities who
might “be there” for me—in a way that
my brother couldn’t—when things got
hard, or lonely, or too quiet and gray.
Could I make friends with lots of
women, and somehow, in so doing,
manage to create a feeling, at least, of
having someone close by who was
female and kind of knew me?

As we age, we see it more clearly:
people have their own stuff going on,
all the time. So it wasn’t personal, when
no one seemed to care too much about
how it had felt to lose my baby-in-the-
making. First pregnancy. A puncturing
diagnosis. A heart-wrenching, gut-
choking choice.

“It’s like carpooling,” said one friend, a
photographer with an artist’s eye. “You
know people for as long as they’re

traveling the same vector with you, but
when your paths veer, that’s it. You say
goodbye. Maybe you’ll see them again,
maybe you won’t.” Driving up I-5 from
Portland, she at the wheel and me riding
shotgun, we kept our gazes forward-
facing, through a giant windshield, rain
patters just starting. We were quiet for a
long time. I didn’t know she would be
one of those who’d fade into the
background, like we missed the
connection to a new road and a farther-
on exit, when I’d tell her through
trembling quivers that I’d lost my
pregnancy, after all. It’s like carpooling.
Maybe you’ll see them again, maybe
you won’t.

Getting pregnant the summer of 2005
was supposed to be a highlight, wasn’t
it? But that thing happened. The
diverging, and pulling away. “I’m kind
of busy this week,” came the responses
to invites for coffee or lunch. Old
girlfriends didn’t want to hear how I
was so tired all the time, or felt like
having to pee, or what a flutter in the
abdomen, just there, just new, could
trigger in the heart. Pregnancy and the
newborn became topics relegated to
Internet forums, where we all
participated knowing how contrived it
was, what with oversaturated JPEGs

and impossibly smart captions.

Having just turned thirty-one, I was
thinking that this was it, the next phase,
the thing to talk about with girlfriends
I’d been getting to know over nights
out, what with listening to their stories
about dating, about teenage crushes,
about the books we liked, and the places
we were discovering. Wasn’t this the
most fantastic place of all, the one that
we’d most want to share in? But, no. It
was, “Oh, congratulations, but I’ve got
other plans.” Had I been wrong about
the sense of connectedness with these
women, also my age, also in the city,
seeking and searching? A twinge of
failure hit me, there.

Then, I got the diagnosis.

My baby had a defect.

A stubborn, extra chromosome. Down
Syndrome.

My mother, a woman I don’t talk
to, had told my relatives not to

call me, because I was “depressed.”
People who did reach out said, “Just try
again.” They didn’t know the whole
story. Which is exactly why I was so
relieved to find I did, in fact, have one
true friend. Paige, a medical doctor,
sensed it. She brought a single-stem,
white flower over to my apartment one
afternoon, minutes after I’d picked up
her call and said, “Will you come
over?” We often went for spontaneous
walks around the neighborhood, but that
day, we stayed put.

I buzzed her up and opened the door.
Her eyes looked to me as though they
already knew, even as she extended the
offering. “You just sounded so sad on
the phone.” We stood in the doorway
and I blurted the whole thing—feelings
of already pulling away from the little
being in my abdomen, but wanting to
cling to her, too—collapsing, holding
my belly, feeling the little scoot of the
newly forming bones. Five months
along. Paige knew what that looked
like, as in scientifically, and told me,
straight up. She held my wrists the way
she’d held the stem and let me speak.
She was there, to hear me, when the
deep fright, loneliness, and the biggest
ache my heart has ever known

swallowed me whole in overwhelm.

Even though Paige is in another state
now, and I’m in Asia, and we don’t talk
or message each other, I’m still very
grateful to her. She was there for me, in
a way no one could dare to be, right
then. At that darkening-sky moment in
our shared carpool of life, she was
summer light. I’ll never forget how
much that mattered, how much strength
she imparted to me to trust myself to do
the thing I didn’t want to do, but knew
I would. I learned just how vulnerable a
doctor could be when she wasn’t in a
pressed white coat in a hospital, wasn’t
on stage, wasn’t even trying to be, but
was totally honest and open. For all my
life I will remember the shape, color,
and scent of that very essence of how it
felt just then to have, for an afternoon’s
instant, one very real, very true friend. �

•  •  •

Dipika Kohli is the author of The Dive, a
true story about fetal loss and its multiplicity
of complications. Her essay “The Truth of
It” is included in the anthology Sisters Born,
Sisters Found: A Diversity of Voices on 
Sisterhood, a winner in the 2015 Next Gen-
eration Indie Book Awards. Kohli also is 
an artist, who does collage and “conversa-
tion installations,” which she describes as
“a bit like cocktail parties, but the spaces
are changing and the topics and people who
come to them are always rotating, too.” 
She has participated in 50 events so far, in
America, India, Cambodia, and Thailand.
Born in Michigan and trained as a civil
engineer, she now lives in Phnom Penh,
Cambodia. Find her at @dipikakohli or at
Kismuth Books. 

The Truth of It 
By Dipika Kohli

OTHER VOICES
fict ion , poetr y, creat ive  nonf ic t ion � the  noe va l ley  vo ice

The Noe Valley Voice invites you to
 submit fiction, creative nonfiction, or
poetry for possible publication in

Other Voices. Email
OtherVoices@noevalleyvoice.com or
write Other Voices, Noe Valley Voice,
P.O. Box 460249, San Francisco, CA
94146. Please include your name,

address, and phone number, and a self-
addressed, stamped envelope if you

want items returned.We look forward
to hearing from you.

Getting pregnant the
summer of 2005 was
supposed to be a highlight,
wasn’t it? But that thing
happened. The diverging,
and pulling away. “I’m
kind of busy this week,”
came the responses to
invites for coffee or lunch. 

The Mission District, its people and
its culture, will be among the

themes explored at this month’s 14th
annual San Francisco Documentary
Film Festival. More than 50 films will
be shown during the event, running
June 4 to 18 at four venues in the city.
A film featured on opening night is

All Things Must Pass, about the rise
and fall of Tower Records, the store
that dominated the Bay Area music
scene in the 1970s and ’80s. Directed
by Colin Hanks, the film screens June
4, 8 p.m., at the Brava Theater, 2781
24th St.
Among the festival’s short docu-

mentaries will be The Mission Cool:
San Francisco Art in the ’90s. The
eight-minute film tells the stories of
artists Alicia McCarthy, Chris Johan-
son, Cliff Hengst, and Amy Frances-

chini, who lived in the Mission Dis-
trict two decades ago and went on to
achieve international recognition. The
documentary was directed by Kristin
Farr, who also has delved into the is-
sue in a video for KQED and SF-
MOMA. Mission Cool screens June
14, 7 p.m., at the Roxie Theater, 3117
16th St.
Mission District resident Daniel

Lichtenberg explores art and gentrifi-
cation in a five-minute film, Framed
Targets, which runs June 9, 7 p.m., as
part of the “Shorts 2: Don’t Call It San
Fran!!!” series, also at the Roxie. It fo-
cuses on artist Truong Tran and his
show about “the plight of artists and
other displaced communities in San
Francisco as the city’s demographic
changes with the rise of the technol-
ogy industry and cost of living.”

In the same vein, director Christo-
pher Giamo of Palo Alto spotlights a
Chicano man who is feeling the loss of
his community in the Mission. The
four-minute film, New Mission, plays
June 9, in Shorts 2 as well.
Last Day of Freedom, a 32-minute

film directed by Mission resident
Nomi Talisman, ponders a brother’s
agonizing decision whether to call the
police on a sibling who has committed
a crime. It airs June 15, 7 p.m., at the
Roxie. Other venues include the Vogue
and Balboa theaters. 
The festival is sponsored by the

nonprofit San Francisco Indiefest.
General admission starts at $12. 
For more information, go to

sfindie.com or call 415-820-3907.

—Corrie M. Anders

DocFest 2015: Portraits of the Mission—Then and Now
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Preschool and Pre-Kindergarten 
Morning, Afternoon & Full-Time Programs 

www.saintphilippreschool.org 

725 Diamond Street 
San Francisco, CA 94114 

Crea ve Arts  
Readiness Ac vi es  
Music & Gymnas cs  

Call for information or tour 415-282-0143 

 

Moldovan Academy
Excellence in Early Childhood Education

www.MoldovanAcademy.com

Noe Valley preschool is now 
accepting applications

TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT: 
email: MoldovanAcademy@gmail.com

AGES: 3 to 6 
HOURS: 8:30 am to 5:30 pm

SCHEDULE: Full or partial week
CURRICULUM INCLUDES: Sports, Music and Spanish

Noe Valley Views

Fog Line. Sometimes it stops just at the top or west of Twin Peaks as if afraid to ruin the
lovely warm day in Noe Valley. Photo by Jack Tipple

At Children’s Day School,  
chickens—and eggs—are some 
of our best teachers. As the only 
preschool through eighth grade 
school in San Francisco with an 
actual farm and organic garden, 
we’ve made the environment a 
core component of a rigorous 

curriculum that is project-based, 
integrated across academic  
disciplines and designed to  

prepare and inspire. We expect 
great things of our students,  

because we know that passionate 
citizens change the world.

You can learn a lot  
from a chicken.

To learn more about our  
approach to education,  

visit www.cds-sf.org. Or call our  
Admission O�ce  

at (415) 861-5432 x337  
to schedule a tour.
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Pride Celebration & BBQ: Sunday, June
28. Worship celebration at 10:45 a.m. with
BBQ at 12 noon. Bethany United Methodist
Church at 1270 Sanchez at Clipper. 415-
647-8393..

Garage Needed: Resident lives on 24th
Street, looking for garage for small Chevy
Tahoe. Please contact
hoopmomx2@yahoo.com with cost and
location.

Transform Your Jungle into a Paradise:
Twenty-seven years in Noe Valley. Pruning,
cleanups, maintenance, lawns, flagstone
patios, irrigation, planting. Call Jorge at
415-826-7840 for free estimates.
Remember, this is pruning time.

Overnight Petsitting: Planning your sum-
mer vacation? Going away and would like a
reliable alternative to using a commercial
pet service or imposing on friends or neigh-
bors? Here is a personalized, reliable, and
caring answer for your pet care, with over
20 years of experience. Please contact
Robert at 415-235-7546;
que.sera.sera.in.SF@gmail.com.

Housecleaning: First-class detailing.
Serving Noe Valley since 1988. Excellent
references. Sullivan. 415-285-7279.

Good Books Wanted. Also Magazines,
Comics, Illustration, Artwork, Erotica,
Photographs, LPs, Ephemera, Etc. Ron,
415-269-6285.

Cleaning Professional: 27 years experi-
ence. Apartments, homes or offices, and
buildings. Roger Miller, 415-794-4411.
References.

Middle School Math Review: Fractions,
percents, ratios, graphs. Three sessions $99
Saturdays. www.myStudyBuddy.org. 415-
586-4577.

Esalen® Massage: For deep relaxation/cen-
tering/emotional healing. St. Mary’s Park
location. 415-637-1084. www.randy-
gilstrap.com.

www.DogWalkingServiceOfSanFrancisco.
com: 415-731-0120.

Creative Cleaning: Home or apartment.
Call Marlene Sherman at 415-375-2980.

Babysitter: Reliable, fun, and experienced
female high school student available week-
ends and some weekday afternoons and
evenings. Email noechildcare@gmail.com.

Math, Grammar, Vocabulary Review:
Credentialed teacher. Six Saturday sessions
$199. www.myStudyBuddy.org 415-586-
4577.

Submissions: The Noe Valley Voice wel-
comes submissions of short fiction, essays,
or poetry, particularly those relating to Noe
Valley. Email editor@noevalleyvoice.com
or write Noe Valley Voice, P.O. Box
460249, San Francisco, CA 94146. Please
include a phone number.

C L A S S A D S HOW TO PLACE A
CLASS AD

It’s easy. Just type or print the text of
your ad, multiply the number of
words by 40¢ per word, and send
us a check or money order for the
total. (Note that a phone number,
including area code, counts as one
word.) Then mail your ad text and
payment, made out to the Noe Valley
Voice, so that we receive it by the
15th of the month before the month
in which you’d like to advertise. The
address is Noe Valley Voice Class
Ads, P.O. Box 460249, San
Francisco, CA 94146. (Sorry, the
Voice is unable to accept Class Ads by
phone or email.)

10 for 10 discount: The Noe Valley
Voice publishes 10 months a year.
(We’re on vacation in January and
August.) If you place the same class
ad in 10 issues, you are entitled to a
10 percent discount. To figure your
cost, deduct 10 percent from the total
amount due for 10 issues. 

The next Voice will be the
July/August 2015 issue, distributed
in Noe Valley the first week of July.
The deadline for Class Ads is June
15. 

The Class Ads also will be dis played
at www.noevalleyvoice.com.

Advertisers should keep in mind that
only the first few words of the ad (not
to exceed one line) will be set in bold.
Also, receipts and tear sheets will be
provided only if your order is accom -
panied by a self-addressed, stamped
envelope. Refunds are not granted
unless we have made an error. We
appreciate your support.

ST. JOHN CATHOLIC SCHOOL
where community matters

925 CHENERY STREET    SAN FRANCISCO, CA

www.stjohnseagles.com 415.584.8383

offering traditional 
faith-based education 
while incorporating
cutting edge technology

IMAGE: SONPHOTO.COM

The world has discovered what makes 
Noe Valley so desirable...
The weather, the shopping, the schools, the transportation, 

the families. I can help you find your dream home or sell it 

with proven results. Please visit my web site at

noevalleyrealtorsf.com or give me a call at 415.816.2811.

Claudia Siegel, CRS
Top Producer  LIC# 01440745

415.816.2811

claudiasiegel@zephyrsf.com

noevalleyrealtorsf.com

$400K

Q1 2012

Median SFH Values in Noe Valley Over Three Years
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The
Scarlet Sage 

Herb Co.
organic

herbs and extracts
vitamins & supplements

natural body care
homeopathy

flower essences
aromatherapy

unique plant-inspired gifts

11:00 a.m.– 6:30 p.m.
Every Day

1193 Valencia at 23rd Street
San Francisco CA  94110

415-821-0997

Herbalists on staff

Stop smoking
in three sessions.

Individuals • Couples • Groups

32 years experience

Noe Valley Office

Lori Feldman, LCSW

415.285.9770
QuitSmartSanFrancisco@gmail.com

Psychotherapy also offered for anxiety, stress,

depression and communication issues.

NOW ACCEPTING MOST MAJOR CREDIT CARDS.

The Crossword!
Solve the Voice Crossword online!
Get hints, peek at answers, or 
print out an old puzzle to work

with pencil and paper. 
Go to 

www.noevalleyvoice.com
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Neighborhood Services

HANDY ANDY
HANDYMAN Carpentry,
Plumbing, Electrical, Painting,
Foundations, Concrete Work 

& Seismic Retrofitting

Lic. #531217

(415) 722-1145

Design, Renovation
and Gardening.
Sensitive approach to
creating and caring
for your special
retreat space.
Environmentally
appropriate plantings
and organic garden
methods. Lic.#651703

Anthony Juarez

HANDYMAN
RESTORE YOUR 

DECK LIFE-TIME WARRANTY 
36 colors available

CALL (415) 505-1934
All levels of Carpentry 

Plus Painting, Yard Work and More

Quit Smoking in One Session

DR. JONATHON D. GRAY • HYPNOSIS

SAN FRANCISCO • 415-563-2333

Addictions • Stress Reduction

Pain Control •  Weight Control

Phobias • Optimum Performance

KOFMAN PAINTING CO.
(415) 203-5412
Interior / Exterior

Wood & Drywall Repairs,
Crown Moldings

Lic 707984  Fully Insured
Established in San Francisco 1991

Schwed
construction

SERVING SAN FRANCISCO

FOR OVER 25 YEARS

HISTORIC RESTORATION

CUSTOM REMODELING

MAJOR RECONSTRUCTION

FOUNDATIONS – ADDITIONS

KITCHENS – BATHS

GENERAL CONTRACTOR
STATE LIC. NO. 579875

WWW.SCHWED.NET

415 - 285 - 8207

MEMBER:

OPEN 6 DAYS
Plumbing • Electric • Glass

Pipe Threading • Keys
Home & Garden Supplies

Pittsburgh Paints
Mon. to Sat. until 5:30 p.m.

415-585-5761
685 CHENERY at DIAMOND

ROGER R. RUBIN
Attorney and Counselor at Law

(415) 441-1112

Law Chambers

1155 Pine Street
San Francisco, CA 94109

CUSTOM HOME CONSTRUCTION, 
ADDITIONS AND REMODELS

Lic. #944258 •  (415) 738-9412
mcgowanbuilders@gmail.com  •  www.mcgowanbuilt.com

(415) 824-4440    almostinstant@gmail.com

Sandra M. Hazanow, DVM

Lauren L. Knobel, DVM

5264 Diamond Heights Blvd.
San Francisco, CA 94131

415.642.7200 • 415.642.7201 fax

www.sevenhillsvet.com

ATTORNEYS AT LAW
4091 24th Street

NOE VALLEY
(415) 641-0700

Troubleshooting/Tutoring
Tune-Ups/Upgrades
SFMacMan.com
(415) 821-1792

Rick  Collins
Macintosh Help

21 Years Experience

Waxing • Anti-Aging Facials
Teen Facials • Gift Certificates

Pattie Gerrie
4220 26th Street

San Francisco CA 94131
415.285.4868

www.skincareforever.net
pgerrie@hotmail.com

SKIN CARE FOREVER

R E S T A U R A N T
Hunan and Mandarin Style

The Finest in Chinese Cuisine!  • Take-out Available

WE USE NO MSG

1599 Sanchez Street (at 29th Street) in Noe Valley

415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com

Lunch and Dinner:  Monday – Thursday 11 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. – 10 p.m. • Sunday 12 noon – 9:30 p.m.
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Adult Fiction

The Sellout by Paul Beatty takes a satiri-
cal look at racism in America.

A Greek businessman and a writing
teacher strike up a conversation on a Lon-
don to Athens flight in Outline by Rachel
Cusk.

Commissario Brunetti learns that an opera
singer is being stalked by a fan in Falling
in Love, the 24th book in the popular
series by Donna Leon.

Adult Nonfiction

Gretchen Rubin explores the positive and
negative ways that habits shape our lives
and suggests that altering them can change
our lives, in Better Than Before: Master-
ing the Habits of Our Everyday Lives.

Bettyville by George Hodgman is a witty
memoir about a son who returns to a small
Missouri town to care for his 90-year-old
ailing mother.

Comedian and actor Patton Oswalt writes
about his four-year obsession with classic
films in Silver Screen Fiend: Learning
About Life From an Addiction to Film.

Films on Hoopla!

The Great Beauty, winner of the 2014
Best Foreign Language Film Oscar, is the
story of a journalist who frequents Rome’s
nightclubs and parties.

In the thriller Good People, a couple

played by James Franco and Kate Hudson
go into debt after renovating a home in
London.

People are drawn to a motivational book
written by a mysterious, reclusive author
in Reach Me, starring Tome Berenger,
Kyra Sedgwick, and Cary Elwes.

New eBooks

Personal finance columnist Ron Lieber
encourages parents to have frequent con-
versations with their children about
money, in The Opposite of Spoiled: Rais-
ing Kids Who Are Grounded, Generous,
and Smart About Money.

No Simple Highway: A Cultural History
of the Grateful Dead, by San Francisco
State lecturer Peter Richardson, provides
new insights into the band’s popularity and
success.

All the Old Knives by Olen Steinhauer is a
novel about CIA agents stationed in
Vienna during a terrorist plane hijacking.

Children’s Fiction

A positive message for anyone starting
something new is given in the picture
book You Can Do It, Bert! written and
illustrated by Ole Könnecke. Ages 3 and
up.

Five little ducks find Room for Bear in a
picture book written and illustrated by
Ciara Gavin. Ages 3 to 7.

The New Small Person, written and illus-
trated by Lauren Child, explains the mixed
emotions and big adjustments a child
experiences when a new baby comes
home. Ages 4 to 8. 

An Asian American second-grader visits
China in Alvin Ho: Allergic to the Great
Wall, the Forbidden Palace, and Other
Tourist Attractions, the sixth book in a
series written by Lenore Look and illus-
trated by LeUyen Pham. Ages 6 to 9. 

Ms. Rapscott’s Girls live in a boarding
school for the Daughters of Busy Parents,
in a whimsical tale written and illustrated
by Elise Primavera. Ages 8 to 12.

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander, this
year’s Newbery Medal and Coretta Scott
King Award winner, tells the story of twin
brothers on and off the basketball court.
Ages 9 to 13.

Children’s Nonfiction

Viva Frida, a 2015 Caldecott Honor Book
by Yuyi Morales, explores the life and art
of Frida Kahlo. Ages 6 and up.

The wide variety of sight organs that have

evolved in nature is the subject of Eye to
Eye: How Animals See the World, written
and illustrated by Steve Jenkins. Ages 7 to
11.

Nathan Hale’s Hazardous Tales:
Treaties, Trenches, Mud, and Blood,
fourth in a series by Nathan Hale,
describes the methods of combat used in
the First World War, 1914-18. Ages 8 to
12.

The elements of design, including typogra-
phy, color, line, and scale, are introduced
in Go: A Kidd’s Guide to Graphic Design
by Chip Kidd. Ages 10 and up.

Summer Stride at the
Library
How many hours of reading can you
do between May 30 and Aug. 9? To
find out, sign up for the Summer Read
SF 2015 marathon, sponsored by the
San Francisco Public Library. By
keeping track of your reading, you can
earn a charming canvas tote bag and
enter a weekly raffle to win passes to
cultural events all around the city. It’s
a perfect way for families to share the
pleasure of reading. 
Sign up at the Noe Valley/Sally Brunn
Library (or any other branch) or
online at www.sfpl.org.Also look for
special programs taking place at all
the branches throughout the summer!

June in Tune

Adult Services Librarian Susan Higgins and Children’s Librarian Catherine Starr of the
Noe Valley/Sally Brunn Library invite you to dive into their June list of books, films,

and eLit, featuring such choices as Patton Oswalt’s salute to classic films, a biography of
the Grateful Dead, and a book on how the eyes of animals work. Noe Valley Voice
bookworm Karol Barske contributed the children’s book annotations. 

To find these good reads and others on the library shelves, call or drop by the Noe Val-
ley branch, 451 Jersey St. near Castro (415-355-5707), or visit the San Francisco Library
online at www.sfpl.org. 

MORE BOOKS TO READ

B R A N C H  H O U R S

Noe Valley/Sally Brunn Branch Library
451 Jersey St., 355-5707

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1-5 12-6 10-9 1-9 10-6 1-6 10-6

Mission Branch Library
300 Bartlett St., 355-2800

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1-5 1-6 10-9 10-9 10-9 1-6 10-6

Glen Park Branch Library
2825 Diamond St., 355-2858

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat
1 -5 10-6 10-6 12-8 12-7 1-6 1-6

Eureka Valley–Harvey Milk Branch Library
1 José Sarria Ct. (3555 16th St.), 355-5616
Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat

12-6 10-9 12-9 10-6 1-6 12-6

L I B R A R Y  E V E N T S

eReader and eResource Drop-In: Noe
Valley’s librarians help you learn how
to use eBooks, the new library cata-
log, databases, hoopla! for magazines,
and Zinio for movies. Bring your Kin-
dle, Nook, iPad, or other device, your
library card, PIN, and any passwords
you need for downloading apps. Tues-
day, June 9, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

Great Books: Søren Kierkegaard’s The
Knight of Faith is June’s selection for
the Great Books Discussion Group,
sponsored by the Great Books Council
of San Francisco. For information, con-
tact Elena at eschmid@sonic.net.
Wednesday, June 10, 6:15 to 8:15 p.m. 

Friday Matinee at the Library screens
Roman Polanski’s 2010 film The Ghost
Writer, based on the book The Ghost by
Robert Harris. Friday, June 12, 2 to 4
p.m. 

ATA @ SFPL: Artists’ Television
Access hosts 16mm short films from
their archives, featuring highlights from
the 1970s, murals, and claymation. Sat-
urday, June 13, 3 to 4:30 p.m. 

Opera for the People offers video
selections from The Trojans by Hector
Berlioz, starring Anna Caterina
Antonacci as the prophetess Cassandra.
She’ll play the role in the San Francisco
Opera’s production this summer. Sun-
day, June 14, 2 to 3 p.m. 

Screen Time with Zinio: Learn how to
get eLibrary access to current maga-
zines, like Vanity Fair, the New Yorker,
and Bon Appetit, plus round-the-clock
access to the SFPL’s databases. Tues-
day, June 16, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m.

The Noe Valley Book Discussion
Group meets to discuss The World
According to Bertie by Alexander
McCall Smith. Wednesday, June 17, 7
to 8:30 p.m.

Sourdough Starter Workshop: Cat
Shimizu, the “breaducator” at the Mis-
sion District bakery Sour Flour, reveals
the art and science of making sour-
dough bread. Wednesday, June 24, 7 to
8 p.m.

Opera for the People features one of
opera’s greatest romances, La Traviata
by Giuseppe Verdi. In video excerpts,
Angela Gheorghiu stars as the courtesan
who finds true love, then selflessly
gives it up. Saturday, June 27, 2 to 3
p.m. 

FOR TEENS AND UP

The AAC Conversation Club is for
teens and adults who use communica-
tion devices like Dynavox, QuickTalker,
and Talk Bar, or apps for their smart-
phone or tablet. The group meets on
Mondays, June 1, 8, 15, 22 and 29, 4:30
to 5:30 p.m. 

C R O S S WO R D  S O L U T I O N

Cram It In by Michael Blake

C H I L D R E N ’ S  E V E N T S

Local Storyteller Doris Feyling will
transport you to places where adven-
tures unfold, fairies reign, and animals
talk. Enjoy songs, finger plays, and pup-
pets, too. For ages 3 and up. Thursday,
June 4, 10:30 to 11:30 a.m. 

Read to Stanley the Dog: Your child
will adore reading to calm canine Stan-
ley (and reading specialist Rebecca) at
the SPCA-sponsored Puppy Dog Tales,
a program for kids 4 to 7 who are learn-
ing to read or who might want extra
help in vocabulary or grammar. Older
children are welcome. Call 415-355-
5707 to reserve your spot. Sundays,
June 7 & 28, 2 to 3 p.m.

16mm Reel-to-Reel Preschool Films is
a showing of short vintage films for
kids ages 3 to 5 with parents or care-
givers. Thursday, June 11, 10:15 to
10:45 a.m., and 11 to 11:30 a.m. 

Mexican Folk Dance and Creative
Movement with Maria Luna. Children
will learn the history and culture sur-
rounding the dances of Mexico and be
invited to dress in costume. For ages 4
and up. Saturday, June 13, 11 a.m. to
noon.

Bonnie Lockhart presents Songs and
Music Games from around the world.
With accompaniment on guitar, ukulele,
keyboard, and percussion, she inspires
children, families, and caregivers to
share the transformative joy of music-
making. Thursday, June 18, 10:30 to
11:30 a.m.

Enjoy the slapstick antics of Boswick
Turnstyle, a former Ringling Brothers
Circus clown! For ages 3 and up. Tues-
day, June 23, 7 to 8 p.m.

Park Ranger Fatima recounts stories
about the history of the Presidio of San
Francisco, and describes its varied flora
and fauna. Saturday, June 20, 11 a.m. to
noon. 

Join Miss Catherine for Toddler Tales,
featuring books, rhymes, music, and
movement. For children 16 months
through 2 years, with parent or care-
giver. Thursday, June 25, 10:15 to 10:45
a.m., and 11 to 11:30 a.m.

All events take place at the Noe
Valley/Sally Brunn Library, 451 Jersey
St., between Castro and Diamond
streets. For information, call 415-355-
5707 or visit www.sfpl.org.

Networking & WiFi • A/V - Music and TV 
PC/Mac Data Management 

Spyware & Virus Removal • Tune Up’s & Upgrades

Convenient on & off site service!
Mon–Fri 9–5, Sat 9–3
1500 Castro Street @ 25th in Noe Valley
415.826.6678  CastroComputerServices.com
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June 1:The ODD MONDAYS series
holds a participatory event by
Alexandra Jacopetti Hart and David
“Lucky” Goff, authors of The Age of
Actualization: A Handbook for a
Growing Elder Culture. 7 pm at Folio
Books, 3957 24th. No-host supper,
5:30 pm, Haystack Pizza, 3881 24th
(rsvp jlsender@webtv.net). 821-2090;
oddmondays.com.

June 1-17: CREATIVITY EXPLORED
hosts “Super Contemporary,” an
exhibit pairing studio artists with Bay
Area artists. Mon & Tues., 10 am-3 pm;
Wed.-Fri., 10 am-7 pm; Sat. & Sun.,
noon-5 pm. 3245 16th. 863-2108;
creativityexplored.org.

June 1-18: Israeli artist SHALOM
FLASH exhibits paintings in “Views and
Streets of Noe Valley and San
Francisco” at Cliché Noe Gifts +
Home. 4175 24th. 282-5416.

June 1-26:Artists from The Arc San
Francisco exhibit their creative work
in an ART EXHIBIT at the Noe Valley
Library. 452 Jersey. 255-7200.

June 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29: The
Augmentative and Alternative
Communication (AAC) Conversation
Club meets from 4:30 to 5:30 pm. Noe
Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 355-5707;
sfpl.org.

June 1-30: Noe Valley OVEREATERS
Anonymous meets Monday through
Saturday, 7 am, at St. Aidan’s Church,
101 Gold Mine. oasf.org.

June 1-30: 30th Street SENIOR
CENTER serves lunches for people
over 60, weekdays and Saturdays.
Noon and 1 pm. 225 30th. 550-2211.

June 2: “Write Now! @ Folio Books”
is a monthly WORD JAM led by
writer/editor Kathy Dalle-Molle; all
levels welcome. 7-8:30 pm. 3957 24th.
821-3477; sign up at
foliosf.com/events.

June 2, 9, 16, 23 & 30:The Eureka
Valley Library offers its TODDLER
TALES on Tuesdays, 10:30 am. 1 Jose
Sarria Court (16th & Market). 355-
5616; sfpl.org.

June 2-30: Meet under the rainbow
flag at Harvey Milk Plaza (Castro and
Market) for a City Guides walking tour
of the CASTRO. Sat., Sun. & Tues., 11
am. 557-4266; sfcityguides.org.

June 2-30: Larkin Street Youth
Services gives free HIV TESTING for
youth 24 and under. Tuesdays, 5-7 pm.
1800 Market. 673-0911; sfcenter.org.

June 2-30: Dogs 6 months and older
are invited to the Tuesday PUPPY
SOCIAL at K9 Scrub Club. 7-8 pm.
1734 Church. Register:
k9scrubclub.com.

JJune 3 & 17: The PUPPY DOG
TALES reading program allows
children to practice reading to Oliver,
a calm canine; ages 4 to 7, but older
welcome. 7-8 pm. Eureka Valley
Library, 1 Jose Sarria Court (16th &
Market). 355-5616; sfpl.org.

June 3, 10, 17 & 24: The Eureka
Valley Library offers BABY RHYME
and Playtime on Wednesdays, 1:30 to
2:15. 1 Jose Sarria Court (16th &
Market). 355-5616; sfpl.org.

June 3-24: Folio Books hosts a
STORYTIME for toddlers every
Wednesday at 10 am. 3957 24th. 821-
3477; foliosf.com.

June 3-24: Chris Sequeira conducts
free senior QIGONG classes
Wednesdays 1-3 pm at the Glen Park
Rec Center, 70 Elk. 773-8185;
livingtaichi@yahoo.com.

June 3-24:The Castro FARMERS
MARKET is open every Wednesday,
from 4 to 8 pm, through mid-
December. Noe at Market. pcfma.com.

June 3-24:AL-ANON meets
Wednesdays 8 to 9:30 pm at St. Philip’s
Church. 725 Diamond. 834-9940; al-
anonsf.org.

June 3 & July 1: The GLBT HISTORY
Museum has a free day on first
Wednesdays. 11 am-7 pm. 4127 18th.
621-1107; GLBThistory.org.

June 4: Local STORYTELLER Doris
Feyling brings songs, fingerplays, and
puppets to ages 3 and up. 10:30-11:30
am. Noe Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 355-
5707; sfpl.org.

June 4, 11, 18 & 25: See Jane Run
offers a Tuesday RUN CLUB, beginning
at 6 pm, at 3910 24th. 401-8338.

June 4-18: DOCFEST 2015, in its 14th
year, hosts “Portraits of the Mission,”
and dozens of other documentary
films. Brava, Roxie, Vogue, and Balboa
theaters. For info: 820-3907;
sfindie.com.

June 4-25:Attend PUB QUIZ
NIGHTS on Thursdays at the Dubliner,
3838 24th. 8 pm. 285-0674;
brainstormer.com.

June 4-Oct. 30: The NIGHT
MARKET at UN Plaza features local
vendors and artists, live music, and
food trucks. 5-10 pm. Seventh and
Market. fridaynightmarketsf.org.

June 5: Community Boards fifth
annual SF PEACEMAKER AWARDS
begins with an 8:30 to 11 am
workshop, “Gender at Work,” and an
11:30 am to 1 pm lunch, ceremony, and
keynote address. City Club of San
Francisco, Stock Exchange Tower, 155
Sansome. 920-3820.

June 5: Emma Christensen introduces
Brew Better BEERS: Learn (and Break)
the Rules for Making IPAs, Sours,
Pilsners, Stouts, and More. 3-4 pm.
Omnivore Books, 3885A Cesar
Chavez. 282-4712;
omnivorebooks.com.

June 5-26:The Friday-night JAZZ
series continues at Bird & Beckett with
artists Don Prell, Jimmy Ryan, and the
Third Quartet. 5:30-8 pm. 653
Chenery. 586-3733; birdbeckett.com.

June 5-26: Shout “BINGO!” at St.
Paul’s on Friday nights at 7 pm (doors
open at 5 pm). St. Paul’s Parish Hall,
221 Valley. 648-7538.

June 5-26: Dolores Park Cafe hosts
Friday-night MUSIC and spoken word.
7:30-10 pm. 501 Dolores. 621-2936;
doloresparkcafe.com.

June 6: Folio Books hosts
EDUCATOR APPRECIATION DAY,
with teachers, librarians, and teaching
assistants getting 20 percent off
purchases. 3957 24th. 821-3477;
foliosf.com.

June 6: Charles Spiegel discusses
DIVORCE OPTIONS for married
couples and registered domestic
partners at the Jewish Community
Center. 9:30 am-12:30 pm. 3200
California. cp-
sf.com/resources/divorce-options-
workshop.

June 6: POETS A.D. Winans and Linda
Lerner read from their work at Alley
Cat Books, starting at 4 pm. 3036 24th.
824-1761.

June 6: St. Paul’s Church hosts an All
You Can Eat BBQ to benefit the 104-
year-old church and its programs. 5:30-
9 pm. Parish Center, Church and 29th.
648-7538.

June 6-27: Each Saturday, the Noe
Valley FARMERS MARKET brings you
fresh produce and live musicians from
8 am to 1 pm. 3861 24th. 248-1332;
noevalleyfarmersmarket.com.

June 6-27: Upper Noe Rec Center
offers free YOGA CLASSES Saturdays
9:15-10:15 am. 295 Day. 205-5855;
noevalleyreccenter.com.

June 6-27: Saturday-night JAZZ at
Bird & Beckett features local
performers from 8 to 11 pm. 653
Chenery. birdbeckett.com.

June 7: Hugh Acheson discusses The
Broad Fork: Recipes for the Wide
World of VEGETABLES. 3-4 pm.
Omnivore Books, 3885A Cesar
Chavez. 282-4712;
omnivorebooks.com.

June 7 & 21: SF City Guides leads a
free WALKING TOUR of Noe Valley
on first and third Sundays at 1:30-3:30
pm. Meet at the Noe Valley Library,
451 Jersey. 557-4266; sfcityguides.org.

June 7 & 28: The PUPPY DOG TALES
reading program allows children to
practice reading to Stanley the dog;
ages 4 to 7. 2-3 pm. Noe Valley Library,
451 Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org.

June 7-28: The Glen Park Village
FARMERS’ MARKET is open Sundays,
10 am to 2 pm, in the Glen Park BART
parking lot at Bosworth and Arlington.
pcfma.com.

June 7-28: Meet at the gold fire
hydrant at 20th and Church at 11 am
Sundays for a City Guides walking tour
of the MISSION DOLORES area. 557-
4266; sfcityguides.org.

June 7-28: The SF Museum and
Historical Society gives Sunday tours
of the OLD MINT at 1:30 and 3 pm.
88 Fifth. 537-1105, ext. 100;
sfhistory.org.

June 9:The Noe Valley Library offers
an eREADER CLASS from 10:30 to
11:30 am. 451 Jersey. 355-5707;
sfpl.org.

June 9: Folio Books hosts LEGO Play
Night for all ages. 6 pm. 3957 24th.
821-3477; foliosf.com.

June 9: Christopher Pollock discusses
“Learning about Golden Gate PARK
HISTORY through New Technology” at
the SF Museum and Historical Society.
7-9:30 pm. 455 Golden Gate. 537-
1105, ext. 100; sfhistory.org.

June 10: The GREAT BOOKS
Discussion Group takes on Søren
Kierkegaard’s The Knight of Faith. 6:15-
8:15 pm. Noe Valley Library, 451 Jersey.
Elena at eschmid@sonic.net.

June 10, 17 & 24; July 1, 8 & 15: The
SF Fire Department offers NERT
TRAINING on Tuesdays, 6:30 to 10
pm. St. Kevin Church, 702 Cortland. To
register: 970-2024;
http://bit.ly/1fNNLMw.

June 11: The LGBT SENIOR
discussion group meets at 30th Street
Senior Center. 10-11:30 am. 225 30th.
296-8995, ext. 5.

June 11: Reel-to-Reel FILMS for
preschoolers screen at the Noe Valley
Library at 10:15 and 11 am. 451 Jersey.
355-5707; sfpl.org.

June 11: Brigit Binns introduces Eating
Up the West Coast: The Best Road
Trips, Restaurants, and Recipes From
California to Washington. 6:30-7:30
pm. Omnivore Books, 3885A Cesar
Chavez. 282-4712;
omnivorebooks.com.

June 11:A BOOK LAUNCH party
for Brandon Brown’s Planck: Driven by
Vision, Broken by War begins at 7 pm.
Folio Books, 3957 24th. 821-3477;
foliosf.com.

J U N E  2 0 1 5

3885a cesar chavez street (at church st.) · san francisco, ca 
phone: 415.282.4712 · omnivorebooks.com

omnivore books on food
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This next-generation beer book shares the secrets 
to thinking like a brewer, with basic recipes for each style of beer followed by 
inspired variations that reveal which flavors, infusions, hops, and yeasts are best 
suited to experimentation.

 Hugh Acheson is 
the chef/partner of the restuarants Five & Ten, The National, Cinco y Diez, and 
Empire State South, named restaurant of the year by Atlanta Magazine. He is 
winner of two 2011 James Beard Awards for Best Chef Southeast and Best 
American Cookbook, has been featured in numerous food and wine publications, 
and appears on Bravo's Top Chef as a judge.

Cookbook author Brigit Binns 
takes readers on a mouthwatering tour along scenic highways and picturesque 
back roads of the Pacific coast.

Real Sweet uses natural sugars that pack in subtly amazing flavors that elevate 
treats of every kind.

If you love vintage cocktails, you'll surely enjoy 
this guide to mixing delicious elixirs.

Jennifer Jordan examines the ways that people around the world have sought to 
identify and preserve old-fashioned varieties of produce. 

A guide to creating vegan versions of staple ingredients to stock the 
fridge and pantry.

Tara sees potential and promise in a neglected and wild Seattle yard, not only for 
the edible bounty the garden could yield for her family, but for the personal 
renewal she and her mother might reap along the way.

Noe Valley
Salon

810 Diamond St.
at 24th and Jersey

415-824-2070 ext. 2

Carla Martino SkinCare
Esthetician, Co-Owner

servicing Noe Valley for over 14 years

For the month of  June, receive a FREE 
Eye Brow Wax with any service

NOW INTRODUCING a state of the art Micro Current Machine –
lifting and toning the muscles of your face and smoothing out 

those fine lines. Noticeable results with one visit!
Please book a free consultation to learn more. 

On line booking available at
noevalleysalon.com or carlamartinoskincare.com

Nicole Tomoda-Demaderios
Stylist, Co-Owner

Are you tired of your dry hair? Receive a 
FREE conditioning treatment with Nicole 

(a $40 value) 
with any service you book with her.

Now featuring the Keratin Complex Treatment. Keratin penetrates
the cuticle to reduce frizz and curl. 

For more info and to book an appointment, visit
nicoletomodademaderios.com or noevalleysalon.com
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June 11 & 12: Students at Adda
Clevenger School perform the
MUSICAL Oliver! based on the
Charles Dickens novel. 7 pm. Mercy
High School Theater, 3250 19th Ave.
addaclevenger.com.

June 12:The Noe Valley Library hosts
a screening of Roman Polanski’s 2010
FILM The Ghost Writer, based on the
book The Ghost by Robert Harris. 2-4
pm. 451 Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org.

June 12:TAIZE service at Holy
Innocents Church is offered on the
second Friday of the month, at 7:30
pm. 455 Fair Oaks. Holyinsf.org.

June 13:The Noe Valley GARDEN
TOUR features nine private gardens
open from 10 am to 4 pm. Tickets
available at the Farmers’ Market, at
local shops, and at
friendsofnoevalley.com.

June 13: Maria Luna teaches the
history and culture of Mexican FOLK
DANCE; ages 4 and up are invited to
dress in costume. 1:30-2:30 pm. Noe
Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 355-5707;
sfpl.org.

June 13: Natural Resources invites
you to meet doulas (2-4 pm) and
home-birth MIDWIVES (4-6 pm). 1367
Valencia. 550-2611; naturalresources-
sf.com.

June 13: Shauna Sever discusses Real
Sweet: More Than 80 Crave-Worthy
Treats Made With NATURAL
SUGARS. 3-4 pm. Omnivore Books,
3885A Cesar Chavez. 282-4712;
omnivorebooks.com.

June 13:Artists’ Television Access
hosts 16mm SHORT FILMS from their
archives. 3-4:30 pm. Noe Valley Library,
451 Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org.

June 14:: PFLAG’s monthly support
group hosts a presentation by reps
from the National Alliance on Mental
Illness. 2-4:15 pm. St. Francis Church,
152 Church. 921-8850;
pflagsf@aol.com.

June 15:The ODD MONDAYS series
hosts LGBTQ PRIDE READINGS
hosted by Richard May, featuring The
Seed of Immortality with author
Wayne Goodman. 7 pm at Folio
Books, 3957 24th. No-host supper,
5:30 pm, Haystack Pizza, 3881 24th
(rsvp jlsender@webtv.net). 821-2090;
oddmondays.com.

June 15: LITQUAKE’s Epicenter
features Maggie Nelson in
conversation with Lucy Corin. 7 pm.
Viracocha, 998 Valencia. litquake.com.

June 16:The Noe Valley Library offers
“Screen Time with ZINIO,” an online
collection of digital magazines. 11 am-
noon. 451 Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org.

June 17: A Women’s DRUMMING
CIRCLE meets the third Wednesday of
the month. 5:45-6:45 pm. herchurch,
678 Portola.

June 17The Summer Celebration
fundraiser of the Noe Valley
DEMOCRATIC CLUB features
appearances by city politicians, a no-
host bar, and hors d’oeuvres. 6:30-8:30
pm. Savor, 3913 24th.
noevalleydems.com.

June 17 The Noe Valley BOOK
DISCUSSION Group takes a look at
The World According to Bertie by
Alexander McCall Smith. 7-8:30 pm.
Noe Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 355-
5707; sfpl.org.

June 17 Singer-songwriter HEATHER
COMBS, whose music has been
featured on E.R. and Grey’s Anatomy, is
set to kick off a live music series at the
Valley Tavern. 7-10 pm. 4054 24th. 285-
0674.

June 18: Bonnie Lockhart performs
“Songs and MUSIC GAMES From
Around the World,” for all ages. 10:30-
11:30 am. Noe Valley Library, 451
Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org.

June 18-28: Frameline39
International LGBTQ FILM FESTIVAL
screens at the Castro, Roxie, and
Victoria theaters in SF. For schedule
and more venues, 861-1404;
frameline.org/festival.

June 19: The BOOKWORMS CLUB
at Folio Books meets the third Friday
of the month with pizza and book
discussion for ages 8 through 12. 6 pm.
3957 24th. 821-3477; RSVP at
foliosf.com.

June 19:Anna Jones introduces A
Modern Way to Eat: 200+ Satisfying
VEGETARIAN RECIPES. 6:30-7:30 pm.
Omnivore Books, 3885A Cesar
Chavez. 282-4712;
omnivorebooks.com.

June 20: Neighborhood author Mike
Sullivan leads a guided walk to
introduce some of his favorite TREES
in Noe Valley. Meet 10:30 am at Folio
Books, 3957 24th. 821-3477;
foliosf.com.

une 20:The sixth annual Noe Valley
SUMMERFEST features a hayride, a
petting zoo, a chalk-drawing contest,
face-painting, a photo booth; and a
hula dance performance scheduled for
1 pm at Just for Fun. 11 am-5 pm. 24th
between Church and Diamond.
noevalleysummerfest.com.

une 20: Park Ranger Fatima tells tales
about the history and the flora and
fauna of the PRESIDIO. 11 am-noon.
Noe Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 355-
5707; sfpl.org.

une 20:Warren Bobrow discusses
Bitters and Shrub Syrup COCKTAILS:
Restorative Vintage Cocktails,
Mocktails, and Elixirs. 3-4 pm.
Omnivore Books, 3885A Cesar
Chavez. 282-4712;
omnivorebooks.com.

June 22:A community forum to
discuss TRAFFIC and safety issues in
the neighborhood begins at 6:30 pm.
Noe Valley Ministry, 1021 Sanchez.
282-2317.

June 23: Boswick the CLOWN,
formerly of the Ringling Brothers
Circus, performs for ages 3 and up. 7-8
pm. Noe Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 355-
5707; sfpl.org.

June 23 & 25: Orquesta Victoria, a
12-piece TANGO orchestra from
Buenos Aires performs at the Mission
Cultural Center. 7 pm. 2868 Mission.
734-6478.

June 24: Jim Averbeck leads a
STORYTIME with his book, One Word
from Sophia, at Folio Books. 10 am.
3957 24th. 821-3477; foliosf.com.

June 24: Sour Flour’s
BREADUCATOR, Cat Shimizu,
discusses sourdough starters for
bread. 7-8 pm. Noe Valley Library, 451
Jersey. 355-5707; sfpl.org.

June 25: Miss Catherine tells
TODDLER TALES with books, rhymes,
music, and movement. 10:15 and 11
am. Noe Valley Library, 451 Jersey. 355-
5707; sfpl.org.

June 25:: Jennifer Jordan introduces
Edible Memory: The Lure of Heirloom
TOMATOES and Other Forgotten
Foods. 6:30-7:30 pm. Omnivore Books,
3885A Cesar Chavez. 282-4712;
omnivorebooks.com.

June 25: Folio Books hosts a panel
discussion, “The Artistry of
CHILDREN’S STORYTELLING,”
featuring artists and authors from
Creston Books. 7 pm. 3957 24th. 821-
3477; foliosf.com.

June 26-28: PRIDE WEEKEND begins
with the Friday Trans March at 6 pm
and the Saturday Dyke March at 6 pm,
both starting from Dolores Park, and
ends with the Pride Parade on Sunday,
beginning at 10:30 am at Market and
Beale. sfpride.org.

June 27: OPERA for the People
discusses Giuseppe Verdi’s La Traviata.
2-3 pm. Noe Valley Library, 451 Jersey.
355-5707; sfpl.org.

June 28: PRIDE CELEBRATION &
BBQ. Worship celebration at 10:45
a.m. with BBQ at 12 noon. Bethany
United Methodist Church at 1270
Sanchez at Clipper. 415-647-8393.

June 28: Miyoko Schinner discusses
Homemade VEGAN PANTRY. 3-4 pm.
Omnivore Books, 3885A Cesar
Chavez. 282-4712;
omnivorebooks.com.

June 29:The ODD MONDAYS series
hosts a discussion, “The State of San
Francisco Through the Lens of City
College of San Francisco.” 7 pm at
Folio Books, 3957 24th. No-host
supper, 5:30 pm, Haystack Pizza, 3881
24th (rsvp jlsender@webtv.net). 821-
2090; oddmondays.com.

June 30: MISSION POLICE STATION
holds its community meeting the last
Tuesday of the month. 6 pm. 630
Valencia. 558-5400.

June 30: Joseph Amster discusses
“Created in SF: The City’s Gifts to
Gastronomy” at a meeting of the SF
HISTORY ASSOCIATION. 7 pm. St.
Philip’s Church, 725 Diamond. 750-
9986; sanfranciscohistory.org.

July 1:Tara Austin Weaver introduces
ORCHARD HOUSE: How a
Neglected Garden Taught One Family
to Grow. 6:30-7:30 pm. Omnivore
Books, 3885A Cesar Chavez. 282-
4712; omnivorebooks.com.

July 8: The Upper NOE NEIGHBORS
meeting spotlights the San Jose
Avenue/Dolores St./Randall Street
traffic changes and the narrowing of
lanes on the I-280 North off-ramp.
7:30 pm. Upper Noe Rec Center, Day
& Sanchez. 285-0473.

C A L E N D A R

And the Livin’ is Easy 
The next Noe Valley Voice will
be the July/August 2015 issue,
distributed the first week of July.
The deadline for Calendar items
is June 15. Write Calendar, Noe
Valley Voice, P.O. Box 460249,
San Francisco, CA 94146, or
email
calendar@noevalleyvoice.com.
Events in Noe Valley receive
priority. Thank you.

Omnivore Books will host famed chef Hugh
Acheson and his book The Broad Fork on
Sunday, June 7. See Calendar item.

A talk by 
Rabbi Tom Cohen 

Congregation
Kehilat Gesher,

Paris, France             

Tues, June 16
at 7:30pm

BIJ/Or Shalom
Jewish Community

625 Brotherhood Way
San Francisco

Free Admission
Please RSVP 
to assistant 

@orshalom.org
415 469-5564

Being 
Jewish
in Paris

Now

Donations to Congregration Kehilat Gesher, USA, gratefully accepted

The current mood of France’s Jews–firsthand! 3957 24th St.| 821-3477
foliosf.com|     @foliosf |     /foliosf

For a full description of all our upcoming events visit: foliosf.com/events

Upcoming Events at Folio Books

WRITE NOW
WORKSHOPS

at 7pm
6/2 & 8/4

For details email:

 dallemolle.kathy@gmail.com 

STORYTIME 
at 10am

Every Wednesday

ODD MONDAYS
at 7pm

6/15 & 6/29

BOOKWORMS CLUB: Paige Braddock
Every 3rd Friday of the month means it is time for pizza 
and bookish things with readers ages 8-12 at Folio Books! 
This month we will be hosting special guest Paige Braddock, 
author of the graphic novel Stinky Cecil.
RSVP REQUIRED: tiny.cc/springworms

6-19
FRIDAY

6PM

Educator Appreciation Day
All teachers, school librarians, and teaching assistants 
will receive 20% off ALL PURCHASES on this day. 
There will also be a raffle for tote bags full of books, 
posters, and gift certificates.

6-6
SATURDAY
ALL DAY

Brandon Brown Book Launch Party
Planck: Driven by Vision, Broken by War 
Interweaving the voices and writings of Planck, his family, 
and his contemporaries — with many passages appearing 
in English for the first time — physicist Brandon R. Brown 
seeks to understand Planck the thinker and human being. 

6-11
THURSDAY

7PM

Lego Play Night (all ages)
Join us for a night of Lego building fun! We will have 
a BIG pile of Legos and lots of books for inspiration. 
Any creations you build will be featured in our summer 
window display, so don’t miss this night!

6-9
TUESDAY

6PM

Talk & Tree Walk With Mike Sullivan
Trees of San Francisco 
A short talk and a guided walk of some of author Mike Sullivan’s 
favorite trees in Noe Valley. 

6-20
SATURDAY
10:30AM

The Artistry of Children’s Storytelling
A Panel Featuring Creston Book Authors
Join us for an incredible evening as we celebrate the artistry 
of storytelling with children’s authors and illustrators from 
Creston Books, including New York Times-celebrated duo 
Muon Van and April Chu (In a Village By the Sea), Georgia 
Lyon (How to Be Human), Julie Downing (Don’t Turn the 
Page!), and David Schwartz (Rotten Pumpkin). We will discuss 
the compelling, strange, and wonderful ways images and 
illustrations can bring children’s literature to life. 

6-25
THURSDAY

7PM 

Jim Averbeck | One Word From Sophia
Sophia has one true desire for her birthday. But she has Four 
Big Problems in the way: Mom, Dad, Uncle Conrad…and 
Grand-mama. Will her presentations, proposals, and pie charts 
convince them otherwise? Turns out, all it takes is one word. 

6-24
WEDNESDAY

10AM
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California Blooming at Upper Noe Rec Center 

On a May 9 “drought-awareness” tour of the garden at Upper Noe Recreation
Center, Markos Major (left), Shauna Woods, Sophie Wallace, and Joan

Lionberger happily surveyed the lush growth of native flowers and grasses on
the west side of Upper Noe Recreation Center. Visitors and Ladybug Gardeners,
which meets quarterly on second Saturdays, also tended a new succulent garden
along Day Street in the northeast corner of the park. 

All this was taking place as Rec and Park wound down its classes for spring
and began signing up Little Kickers, Petite Bakers, and yoga practitioners for
the Summer Session, which runs June 1 to Aug. 15.

In late May, there were still spots available for basketball summer camps
(seven five-day sessions between June 8 and July 31; for ages 8 to 12) and
Shred ’n' Butter SK8board Camp (June 15 to 19, for ages 9 to 14). 

To satisfy the crowd, the rec center added Mondays to its hours of operation
for the summer, and has changed some times for auditorium free play and open
gym—see below for complete schedule. Note that the center is closed on Sun-
days, and that hanging out in the hallways is not allowed during summer camp
hours, weekdays 8:30 a.m. to 1 p.m., the rec center staff said.

You can register in person at 295 Day St., or online at www.sfreconline.org.
To find out more, see www.noevalleyreccenter.com or call the center at 415-
970-8061. Dogs are invited to visit Joby’s Run, open 7 a.m. to 10 p.m. at the
east end of the park, or the Friends of Upper Noe Dog Owners at fundogsf.org.

UPPER NOE REC CENTER SPRING CLASSES – JUNE  1 TO AUG. 15, 2015

MONDAY (Center open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

Basketball Summer Camp Mon., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tot Fitness Mon., 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Auditorium Free Play Mon., 11 a.m.-4:30 p.m.*
Open Gym Mon., 2-4:30 p.m.
TUESDAY (Center open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.)

Basketball Summer Camp Tues., 9 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Auditorium Free Play Tues., 10 a.m.-3:30 p.m.*
Petite Bakers (3-6 yrs) Tues., 10:15-11:15 a.m.
Open Gym Tues., 2-8:30 p.m.
QuickStart Tennis (beginning) Tues., 3:30-4:30 p.m.
Combat Athletics for Kids (intermediate) Tues., 4-5:30 p.m.
Tennis (adult intermediate/advanced) Tues., 6-7 p.m.
Yoga - Vinyasa (all levels) Tues., 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Adult Boot Camp (18+) Tues., 7:45-8:45 p.m.
WEDNESDAY (Center open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.)

Basketball Summer Camp Wed., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Baby and Me (1-3 yrs) Wed., 9:30-10:30 a.m.
Pilates Mat Class (adult) Wed., 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Auditorium Free Play Wed., 1-2:30 p.m.*
Open Gym Wed., 2-6 p.m.
Karate Kidz: Little Kickers (4-5 yrs) Wed., 4:30-5:30 p.m.
Karate Kidz: Little Kickers (5-6 yrs) Wed., 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Tennis (adult beginning) Wed., 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Drop-in Volleyball (adult, free) Wed., 6:30-8:30 p.m.
THURSDAY (Center open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.)

Basketball Summer Camp Thurs., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Auditorium Free Play Thurs., 10 a.m.-12:30 p.m.*
Senior Argentine Tango, beginning Thurs., 1-4 p.m.
Open Gym Thurs., 2-5 p.m.; 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Yoga - Gentle Hatha (18+) Thurs., 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Core Stability and Balance (18+) Thurs., 7:45-8:45 p.m.
FRIDAY (Center open 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.)

Basketball Summer Camp Fri., 9 a.m.-1 p.m.
Tot Fitness Fri., 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
Auditorium Free Play Fri., 11 a.m.-3:30 p.m.*
Pilates Mat Class (adult) Fri., 11:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Open Gym Fri., 2-6 p.m.
Combat Athletics for Kids (fundamentals) Fri., 4:30-6 p.m.
Future Chefs (9-13 yrs) Fri., 6:30-8 p.m.
Drop-in Volleyball (adult, free) Fri., 6:30-8:30 p.m.
SATURDAY (Center open 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.)

Yoga - Vinyasa (all levels) Sat., 9:15-10:15 a.m.
Open Gym (except June 13) Sat., 9:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Auditorium Free Play Sat., noon-4:30 p.m. (may vary)*
QuickStart Tennis (beginning) Sat., 1-2 p.m.
SUNDAY (Center closed; outside activities only.)

*Hours are subject to change.

Photo courtesy Chris Faust

FREE BLEACHING 
WITH INVISALIGN

info@aestheticsmiles.com
www.aestheticsmiles.com

Invisalign Premier
Preferred Provider

Nisha Krishnaiah DDS
4162 24th Street (between Castro and Diamond)

415.285.7007

Porcelain Veneers • Laser Gum Lift 
Implants • Lumineers 
Cosmetic Bonding

Zoom Teeth Whitening 
Cerec CAD/CAM Technology

OTHER COSMETIC SERVICES

http://www.aestheticsmiles.com/

Betty Taisch
Top Producer

(415)338-0121

betty@taisch.com

www.taisch.com

It takes more than a sign to sell your home.

I offer you the knowledge and experience needed in 

today's rapidly changing market - plus local, nationwide, 

and international marketing.  Call me today to learn more 

about buying or selling your home!

CRS, LTG, PMN, CRB, SRES, EPRO

International President's Premiere

Top 1% Nationally 

Thought of selling your home?  We have sold 
several houses in your area and would like the 
opportunity to help you sell yours.  In today’s 
changing market it pays to have a long term 
industry professional to rely on for all of your 
real estate needs. With over fifteen years in the 
real estate business Betty has experience with a 
wide variety of transactions.  If you or 
someone you know is looking to buy or sell, 
we’re here to help.  Contact us today for a free 
consultation and market analysis!
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Benchmarks
By Mazook

SIT, SIP, STAY: For the first time since 1987,
during the third week of May, the leg-

endary benches on the sidewalk directly in
front of Martha & Brothers Coffee (3868
24th St.) were gone, poof!

And for the first time since 1993, the four
benches that wrap around Starbucks on the
corner of Noe and 24th…also were gone.
Poof again.

Suddenly, Downtown Noe Valley was
filled with rumors about the strange disap-
pearance of outdoor seating. One tale, from
a credible source, allowed it must have been
“the crazy man” who walks down 24th Street
ranting about all the benches on the side-
walks. Another said it was a “crazy woman.”
A third rumor alleged that a fake DPW offi-
cer had told the coffee shops that if they failed
to remove the benches “immediately,” DPW
would “impound” their benches.

Well, there must have been some truth to
one rumor, since by the time you read this,
Martha’s will have the benches back in place
(unless someone else has objected) and, pre-
sumably, so will Starbucks.

According to Rachel Gordon, spokesper-
son for the San Francisco Department of Pub-
lic Works, the city had “received a complaint
that there were benches on the street block-
ing the sidewalk on 24th Street, and when we
looked at our records, we found that neither
Martha’s Coffee nor Starbucks had permits
for their benches.”

Gordon says her department sent a repre-
sentative out to both coffeehouses to inform
them that they did not have permits. At May’s
end, Gordon confirmed that Martha Conroy

(the one and only) had made her application
immediately and the Starbucks’ application
was soon expected. Further, Gordon said,
each business had voluntarily removed their
benches pending issuance of the permits.

Starbucks’ Noe Valley manager, Christie
Gorman, reports that the benchless store has
been “getting comments all day, every day,
and I explain that our four benches will re-
turn soon.”

Gordon also confirmed that an individual
was representing himself as a DPW official
to Starbucks and threatening to have the
benches removed immediately. DPW is look-
ing for that individual, who would have al-
legedly been “impersonating an officer,” ac-
cording to the incident report.

The last time this happened was almost 20
years ago, in the summer of ’97, when DPW
officers invaded Downtown Noe Valley to
conduct “a three-month ‘pilot project’ aimed
at increasing compliance with the city’s side-
walk and outdoor seating laws” (see Dodie
Hamblen’s “Benches on 24th Street Disap-
pearing,” July/August 1997 Noe Valley
Voice). 

The raid caused an uproar among many
popular businesses, including Small Frys,
Little Italy, Noe Valley Bakery, and others.
(On that occasion, Martha’s and Starbucks
were innocent, having already gotten their
permits.) Many merchants removed their
benches, but refused to pay the fees. The
Wooden Heel Shoe Repair even removed the
bench that had sat in front of its 24th Street
store for 63 years!

Perhaps an irony is that one of the first
things done by the Noe Valley Association,
after forming in 2005, was to put benches
back on the street. There are the parklets. But
you can also find seating in front of the Harry
Aleo public parking lot near Castro (along
with a table and chessboard), in front of
Whole Foods, as well as at the Noe Valley
Town Square.

� � �

NOE VALLEY COFFEE is what Dolores
Street resident Christian Ritter calls the cof-
fee he has been making at home as a hobby. 

He and his wife, Zoe, moved to the neigh-
borhood in 2002 and enjoy roasting beans
they get from various places around the
world. “During a trip to Italy before moving
here to Noe Valley, I bought a beautiful
espresso machine that solidified my passion
for ‘specialty coffee,’ which I have had since
I was a kid up in Mendocino, and my mom
would take me and my brothers to a coffee
store in Ukiah. I will never forget that smell
of their freshly ground coffee.” 

Ritter has installed a custom 1 kg coffee
roaster in the garage, called the Huky 500,
“where I roast coffee that ultimately has a
balanced and sweet flavor to it by sourcing
single-origin, high-quality green coffee
beans with a light to medium roast,” because,
he continues, “often the flavor of coffee is
burnt and over-extracted, which tastes nasty
and sour rather than a floral and sweet flavor

CONTINUED ON PAGE 34

and now for the

R U M O R S
behind the news

A makeshift memorial blossomed on 24th Street the day the neighborhood learned that “Flower
Lady” Barbara Bischoff had died. One of the remembrances was a note saying, “Your flowers played
a major role in my love life—thank you!” Another called Bischoff, who for many years offered
bouquets from the fence in her front yard, a “Noe Valley treasure.” Photo by Pamela Gerard

Barabara Bischoff was known for her smile and
her style. Photo courtesy Bernadette Melvin

R E S T A U R A N T
Hunan and Mandarin Style

The Finest in Chinese Cuisine!  • Take-out Available

WE USE NO MSG

1599 Sanchez Street (at 29th Street) in Noe Valley

415-282-8999  •  www.alicesrestaurant.citysearch.com

Lunch and Dinner:  Monday – Thursday 11 a.m. – 9:30 p.m.
Friday and Saturday 11 a.m. – 10 p.m. • Sunday 12 noon – 9:30 p.m.
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[in the medium roast].”
Two months ago, this self-admitted techie

(“I work in wireless”), started roasting a
batch on Sundays, and then delivering it first
thing, at 7 a.m. the following Monday morn-
ing, to Spin City Coffee, on the corner of
Sanchez and 26th streets.

“It is very gratifying to see people waiting
for my coffee delivery and that my blends ap-
pear to be very popular,” Ritter says.

As to the future of Noe Valley Coffee, Rit-
ter says he’s not giving up his day job. How-
ever, he says that word of his coffee has
spread and the newly opened restaurant Bel
on Mission at Valencia Street is now serving
his blends. (Bel, which specializes in Belgian
food and beer, was opened by the same peo-
ple who brought us Pi Bar pizzeria at 1432
Valencia St. near 25th.)

Also starting a new business between the
Noe and Bernal gap is longtime Noe Valley
resident Anna Burke—in partnership with
Alvarado School parent Jennifer Bing. Burke
describes “avenue” at 3361 Mission St. be-
tween 29th and 30th streets (www.avenuesf
.com) as an event studio. 

“We plan to host cocktail parties, birthday
parties, and to create events for people,” she
says. The inaugural party was a birthday bash
for a Noe Valley 10-year-old. 

� � �

POP ART: Contrary to rumors you heard
here last month, a pop-up art gallery has
popped up two doors west of St. Clair’s
Liquors, in the space last occupied by Tug-
Tug (and before that for many years by Cas-
tle Cleaners, and before that by the original
Global Exchange). Back in the ’70s, when
Bob St Clair was there, it was a garage next
to a structure containing ice machines and a
dispensary. When the structure was built
circa 1894, it was as a horse stable. The cur-
rent plan is for the structure to ultimately be
torn down and replaced with a new commer-
cial unit with residential housing above.

Hence, the property owners, Mousa
Khouri and brother-in-law Mike Khouri,
pending approval of their plans, have been
persuaded to allow Vanessa Maida, who in
addition to being a nanny in Noe Valley for
several years has since 2007 served as direc-
tor and curator of Fort Gallery, to hold events
in TugTug’s old space, 3906 24th. With her
Fort, Maida has done dozens of group and
solo shows in the Bay Area and Brooklyn,
N.Y.

The weekend of May 16 and 17, a “Group
Exhibition of Noe Valley Artists” appeared
on the walls, tables, and floors. Signs were
posted and then doors opened for the public
to browse the objects of art.

“Through those many shows over the last
eight years, I have connected and worked
with almost a hundred artists, and have cre-
ated a virtual gallery...for these artists,” says
Maida, “and I am keeping the artist commu-
nity involved through various pop-ups,
which has led me to this opportunity to share
their art with this community. It’s exciting.”

She says the next show will be a prints
group exhibition featuring artists from
around the country, opening June 6 and 7,
noon to 6 p.m. “I also am planning on host-
ing multiple group and solo shows through
the summer,” she says.

� � �

SUGAR TOWN: Lines have been forming
outside Noe Valley Bakery, with sugar-crav-
ing Noe Valleyans waiting to get their sweets.
I was in one such line on Sunday, May 24, to
buy a chocolate birthday cake. Sadly, I got
there too late for the breadsticks, which have
been put back on the menu by popular and
repetitive demand—and the demand still ex-
ceeds the supply. So get there early in the day.

But that also gave me a chance to pause
and admire the new counter the bakery had
installed May 18 at the rear of the store. That
counter is the one that many, many loyal cus-
tomers helped to fund via a Kickstarter cam-
paign for $20,000 for bakers Michael and
Mary Gassen. The Gassens had the counter

made in France and brought to the store.
Mary Gassen says, “The whole process

was a true learning experience for me.... We
have been having an incredibly fun time cre-
ating all the rewards for our backers. We have
backers that are getting a loaf of bread every
week, some that are having cupcake parties
and birthday cakes, and one backer, Meagan,
backed us at the custom cake level and look
what she got for Cinco de Mayo (some of her
guests didn’t even realize it was a cake at
first!).”

By the way, another customer-supported
remodel was at the abovementioned Spin
City Coffee, which also received $20,000.
You might find it interesting that many SCC
devotees spin by on their bikes or walk from
their nearby home offices, which segues right
into our next item…

� � �

TURN UP THE VOLUME: One of the new
businesses that has been settling along the
Church and Sanchez Street corridors south of
24th Street is a group that has taken space
near Spin City. There is no sign. And you
probably would only know of them if you
were a musician who wanted to record “Yes-
terday” tomorrow.

This group, Loudr, has, according to co-
founder Sebastian Wolff, “several thousand”
clients who request their services from
around the globe through cyberspace. The biz
was initially established six years ago in
Santa Cruz. Then the licensing service was
targeted specifically at a cappella groups, but
the company rebranded itself and has been
open to everybody for the past two years.

What Loudr does for independent musi-
cians and their recording companies is pro-
vide a platform whereby they can get the li-
cense needed to monetize a cover song on
iTunes, Spotify, or other channels worldwide
(but not on YouTube).

The group has become a feature story
lately for the folks at Billboard Magazine and
CNN, and you can read many more press
clippings at their cyber-site  https://loudr.fm/.

� � �

YET MORE GROUPS TO JOIN: There is ap-
parently a revival of the long-dormant neigh-

borhood group the Fairmount Heights Asso-
ciation (FHA).

In May, an ad hoc group of about 750 peo-
ple was invited by email, snail-mail, and
hand delivery to attend an inaugural meeting
at the SFPD Police Academy in Diamond
Heights, billed as an “organizational gather-
ing and kickoff meeting #1.” The agenda was
to “establish mission, elect officers, residen-
tial parking permits, and addressing recent
instances of crime.”

According to co-organizer and longtime
Laidley Street resident Kathy Keller, there
was a core group of six people who restarted
the FHA by attempting to locate the previous
contacts for the group, which you could have
seen in the Voice’s famous More Groups to
Join column.

“We could not find anyone,” says Keller,
who was hoping to get hold of at least a mail-
ing list, “so we followed the borders of the
1861 Fairmount Tract, and created a 2015
mailing list of 750 residents within those bor-
ders—Arlington to Beacon and Miguel to
30th.

“To my surprise, about 60 people showed
up at the meeting,” says Keller, “and what
was astounding to me was that most every-
body came there to get involved and in some
way participate in reorganizing our neighbor-
hood group.”

Keller says that many of those who
showed up were in the tech industry. “We had
no books or records or anything regarding the
old Fairmount Heights Association, but a
lawyer who knew about those things volun-
teered to form a new group to get it regis-
tered,” says Keller. 

“Actually,” she adds, “we are considering
calling the group the Fairmount Tract Asso-
ciation, as we start this process.”

For those of you who don’t know, includ-
ing vast numbers of real estate people buy-
ing and selling residences, Fairmount is one
of the earliest residential neighborhoods of
our city, mapped and platted in 1861, with
parcels sold and housing built starting in
1864. Long before Glen Park, Bernal, and
Sunnyside by around 30 years, and before Di-
amond Heights by around 100 years.

Church Street near 30th became “Down-
town Fairmount,” and a meat market that was

established in 1888 on Church near 29th be-
came Drewes Market in 1889. Across the
street was Star Bakery, at the corner of 29th
and Church.

� � �

KUDOS GO OUT to the recipients of the an-
nual awards given by the Noe Valley Mer-
chants and Professionals Association during
Small Business Week. Supervisor Scott
Wiener handed out the accolades at a recep-
tion hosted by Well Fargo Bank on May 14.

Recipients included the Omar family at
Shufat Market, Brigitte Lehr and her German
specialties shop on Church, attorneys
Suzanne McDonnell and her hubby Dennis
Weaver, Michael and Mary Gassen (Noe Val-
ley Bakery), Zaid Fakhouri of Savor, and
Sam Salameh at Good News (where you can
always get a copy of the current issue of the
Voice), Sheila Ash of Noe’s Nest, and Susan
Walia and Raj Walia from Castro Computers. 

Community awards went to Peggy Cling,
Todd David, Richard May, Linda Lockyer,
and Adrian Bonifacio of Friends of Noe Val-
ley, along with Jason Lalak of the WIPP
Small Business Saturday Coalition, who
sponsored the mural on the east wall of the
Harry Aleo public parking lot, next to one of
the few surviving Radio Shacks in the world.

Meagan Fishell (Edward Jones), vice pres-
ident of the NVMPA, emceed the event and
did a great job.

� � �

BYE-BYE TILL JULY: Before we go, it was
truly sad for many to lose Barbara Sanchez
Bischoff on May 5 (she was born on March
6, 1933), a treasure of Downtown Noe Val-
ley since the 1970s, where she, with the help
of her husband Louis (who died several years
ago) and various family members, sold flow-
ers from the front-yard fence of their home
on 24th Street, across from Whole Foods
Market. Many friends left notes and flowers
at an impromptu memorial on 24th Street.

That’s all, you all. See you in July. By the
way, if you have gotten this far, a great July
4 parade will take place this year (as it has
for many years) along Laidley Street from
Miguel to Harper. Rumor is that last year over
200 people showed up for the block party. �

RUMORS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 33

The Noe Valley Merchants and Professionals Association filled the 24th Street office of Wells Fargo Bank on May 14 to honor several longtime
local business owners and community leaders. Pictured top row from left are: Jason Lalak of the WIPP Small Business Saturday Coalition,
Cecilia Crocker of Alain Pinel Realtors, Peggy Cling of the Friends of Noe Valley, Fadi Rabadi representing Savor Restaurant, Meagan Fishell of
Edward Jones, Mary Gassen of Noe Valley Bakery, Sheila Ash of Noe’s Nest Bed & Breakfast, Supervisor Scott Wiener, Michael Gassen of Noe
Valley Bakery, Richard May of Friends of Noe Valley, Dennis Weaver and Suzanne McDonnell of McDonnell and Weaver Law Offices, and Janell
Pekkain of Olive This Olive That. Second row from left: Linda Lockyer of Friends of Noe Valley, Susan Walia of Castro Computers, Larry Kline
of Noe Valley Cyclery, Nick Demopoulos of Sterling Bank.At bottom is Adrian Bonifacio of Friends of Noe Valley. Photo by Dani Sheehan-Meyer
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Highly competitive and famously complex, the San Francisco 

Bay Area real estate market can be both challenging and 

rewarding. Zephyr turns savvy, informed urbanites into 

successful homeowners, investors and sellers. ZephyrRE.com

LOCAL &
CONNECTED
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We’re proud to be Top Producers
with the city’s #1 real estate brand.
The SellingSF team is “friendly, honest, and reliable. Between them they 

have many years of experience and are very knowledgeable about the real 

estate market in San Francisco. The team provided excellent advice on 

how to prepare our house to show at its best. They have a large network 

of contacts to get the job done smoothly and efficiently. Working with a 

team means that there is always someone available. Any questions we had 

were always answered promptly, and the whole sale process turned out to 

be a lot less stressful than we anticipated.”

—Sue MacLoughlin and Richard Geraghty

Don Woolhouse

Broker Associate  LIC# 00866643

415.971.7766

dwoolhouse@zephyrsf.com

Stefano DeZerega

REALTOR®  LIC# 01730431

 415.987.7833

sdezerega@zephyrsf.com

Will Sprietsma

REALTOR®  LIC# 00842569

 415.308.8811

Will@SFWill.com

SellingSF.com

4546 19th Street: Under Construction
Spectacular Eureka Valley View Home

Offered at $3,495,000

1275-1277 Guerrero St. @ 25th
2 Huge Vacant Units on 3 Levels
Parking, Yard, & Prime Location

Call Stefano for More Information

EUREKA VALLEY

2 VACANT FLATS ON GUERRERO

Carnevale in Venice.Two costumed ladies risked their incognito leisure at the famous Florian Café when they started reading the Voice. That’s Ann Marie Packard on the left and her 
traveling companion Pacale Fion.  

Noe Valley Readers
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SEE OUR PROGRESS  
in Noe Valley

Together, Building
a Better California pge.com/SeeOurProgress
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SEE THE FACTS  
IN SAN FRANCISCO

At PG&E, our customers are our neighbors. The communities we serve as 
PG&E employees are where we live and work too. 

That’s why we’re investing $5 billion this year to enhance pipeline safety and 
strengthen our gas and electric infrastructure across northern and central 
California. It’s why we’re helping people and businesses gain energy efficiencies 
to help reduce their bills. It’s why we’re focused on developing the next 
generation of clean, renewable energy systems.  

Together, we are working to enhance pipeline safety and strengthen our gas 
and electric infrastructure—for your family and ours.

Patricia Hufford  
Associate Distribution Engineer 
NOE VALLEY RESIDENT

My job with PG&E allows 
me to live and work in the 
best city on earth. I want 
San Francisco — and Noe 
Valley — to continue to be  
a great place to live, work  
and raise a family.

Replaced approximately 28 miles 
of gas transmission pipeline 

Invested more than $443 million 
into electrical improvements 

Connected more than 5,100 
rooftop solar installations 
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Al-Anon Noe Valley
Contact: 834-9940
Website: www.al-anonsf.org
Meetings: Wednesdays, 7:30-9 p.m.
St. Philip Church, 725 Diamond St. (park on
Elizabeth Street side; enter on 24th Street
through parking lot)

Castro Area Planning + Action
Contact: 621-0120
Email: info@capasf.org
Meetings: Second Thursday, Eureka Valley
Rec Center, 100 Collingwood St., 7:30 p.m.

Castro/Eureka Valley Neighborhood
Association
Website: www.evna.org
Address: P.O. Box 14137, San Francisco, CA
94114
Meetings: See website calendar. Castro
Meeting Room, 501 Castro St., 7 p.m.

Castro Farmers’ Market
Wednesdays, 4 to 8 p.m. (March through
December), Noe Street at Market Street 
Contact: Steve Adams, 431-2359
Sponsor: Merchants of Upper Market &
Castro; www.CastroMerchants.com

Diamond Heights Community
Association
Contact: Betsy Eddy, 867-5774
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 31529, San
Francisco, CA 94131 
Website: www.dhcasf.org
Meetings: First Thursday, 7:30 p.m. Call for
location.

Dolores Heights Improvement Club
Email: info@doloresheights.org
Website: www.doloresheights.org
Meetings: Third Thursday of every second
month. Bank of America, 18th and Castro.

Duncan Newburg Association (DNA)
Contacts: Pat Lockhart, 282-9360; Diane
McCarney, 824-0303; or Deanna Mooney,
821-4045
Mailing Address: 560 Duncan St., San
Francisco, CA 94131
Meetings: Call for details.

Fairmount Heights Neighborhood
Association
Contact: Gregg Brooks
Email: sflyric@yahoo.com
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 31059, San
Francisco, CA 94131
Meetings: Email for details.

Fair Oaks Neighbors 
Email: hello@fairoaksneighbors.org
Mailing Address: 200 Fair Oaks St., San
Francisco, CA 94110
The annual street fair is held the day before
Mother’s Day.

Friends of Billy Goat Hill
Contact: Lisa and Mo Ghotbi, 821-0122
Website: www.billygoathill.net

Friends of Dolores Park Playground
Contact: Nancy Gonzalez Madynski, 
828-5772 
Email: friendsofdolorespark@gmail.com
Website: www.friendsofdolorespark.org
Meetings: See website.

Friends of Glen Canyon Park
Contact: Richard Craib, 648-0862
Mailing Address: 140 Turquoise Way, San
Francisco, CA 94131
Meetings: Call for details.

Friends of Noe Courts Playground
Contact: Laura Norman
Email: lauranor@yahoo.com
Mailing Address: c/o Friends of Noe Valley,
P.O. Box 460953, San Francisco, CA 94146
Meetings: Email for dates and times.

Friends of Noe Valley (FNV)
Contact: Todd David, 401-0625
Email: info@friendsofnoevalley.com
Website: www.friendsofnoevalley.com
Meetings: Two or three annually; held at St.
Philip’s Church or James Lick School 

Friends of On Lok’s 30th Street 
Senior Center
Contact: Marianne Hampton, 601-7845
Mailing Address: 225 30th St., San Francisco,
CA 94131
Meetings: Occasional. Call for details.

Friends of Noe Valley Recreation
Center and Park
Contact: Alexandra Torre, Kate Haug, or
Molly Sterkel
Email: info@noevalleyreccenter.com
Website: www.noevalleyreccenter.com
Meetings: Email or check website.

Juri Commoners
Contact: Dave Schweisguth, MI7-6290
Email: dave@schweisguth.org
Website: www.meetup.com/ Juri-
Commoners
Meetings: Most last Saturdays, 9-noon.
Check website.

Liberty Hill Neighborhood Association
Contact: John Barbey, 695-0990
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 192114, San
Francisco, CA 94119
Meetings: Quarterly. Call for details.

Merchants of Upper Market and
Castro
Contact: 835-8720
Email: info@castromerchants.com
Mailing address: 584 Castro St. #333, San
Francisco, CA 94114
Meetings: Call for details.

Noe Valley Association–24th Street
Community Benefit District
Contact: Debra Niemann, 519-0093
Dispatch: To report spills, debris, or garbage
on 24th Street, call Ron Vanini, 596-7089.
Email: info@noevalleyassociation.org.
Website: www.noevalleyassociation.org
Board meetings: Quarterly. See website.

Noe Valley Democratic Club
Contact: Hunter Stern, 282-9042; 
hls5@ibew1245.com
Website: noevalleydems.com
Meetings: Third Wednesdays, St. Philip’s
Church, 725 Diamond St., 7:30 p.m. Call to
confirm meeting dates.

Noe Valley Farmers Market
Open Saturdays, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m., 3861 24th
St. between Vicksburg and Sanchez.
Contact: Leslie Crawford, 248-1332
Email: info@noevalleyfarmersmarket.com

Noe Valley Library Campaign
Contacts: Kim Drew, 643-4695,
kkdrew@yahoo.com
Friends of the San Francisco Public Library,
626-7500, info@friendssfpl.org

Noe Valley Merchants and
Professionals Association (NVMPA)
Contact: Robert Roddick, 641-8687
Meetings: Last Wednesdays of January,
February, March, April, July, October, and
November, at Bank of America, second floor,
9 a.m. Breakfast meetings May and
September at Noe’s Nest, 10 a.m. 
Website: www.NoeValleyMerchants.com

San Francisco NERT (Neighborhood
Emergency Response Team)
Contact: Noe Valley NERT Neighborhood
Team co-coordinators Maxine Fasulis,
mfasulis@yahoo.com; Carole Roberts,
carole_roberts@faludi.com
http://www.sf-fire.org/index.aspx?page=879
Meetings: See website for training schedules. 

Noe Valley Parent Network
An e-mail resource network for parents
Contact: Mina Kenvin
Email: minaken@gmail.com 

Noe Valley Parents, San Francisco
Listserv contact: noevalleyparent-
owner@yahoogroups.com. Subscribe:
noevalleyparentsubscribe@yahoogroups.com

Outer Noe Valley Merchants
Contact: Jim Appenrodt, 641-1500
Mailing Address: 294 29th St., San Francisco,
CA 94131
Meetings: Call for details.

Residents for Noe Valley Town Square
Contact: Todd David, 401-0625
Email: noevalleytownsquare@gmail.com
Website: www.noevalleytownsquare.com
Meetings: Call for details. 

San Jose/Guerrero Coalition to Save
Our Streets
Contact: Don Oshiro, 285-8188
Email: contact@sanjoseguerrero.com
Website: www.sanjoseguerrero.com 
Meetings: See website. 

SafeCleanGreen Mission Dolores
Contact: Gideon Kramer, 861-2480
Email: safecleangreen@bigfoot.com
Website: www.safecleangreen.com

Upper Noe Neighbors
Contact: Vicki Rosen, 285-0473
Email: president@uppernoeneighbors.com
Meetings: Quarterly. Upper Noe Recreation
Center, 295 Day St., 7:30 p.m. 

MORE GROUPS TO JOIN

What would life be like without partners? At Sutter Health’s St. Luke’s campus, our 
caregivers listen to you, like the specialists at St. Luke’s comprehensive Women and 
Children’s Center. Plus, we provide tools that connect you – like email messaging, 
online medical records, prescription refills and same-day appointments. And, whenever 
you need to visit, we’re nearby with eighteen physician offices and four CPMC hospital 
campuses, including St. Luke’s. Because local partners help make life a little easier.  
It’s just another way we plus you.

CPMC St. Luke’s campus, 
your neighborhood partner.

cpmc.org/stlukes
California Pacific Medical Center
Sutter Pacific Medical Foundation
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For the most recent information on what’s 
happening in the neighborhood, stop by our 
office today or visit our website at mcguire.com

SAN FRANCISCO  |  MARIN  |  PENINSULA  |  EAST BAY  |  WINE COUNTRY  |  GLOBAL  |  MCGUIRE.COM
INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATE

WESTWOOD HIGHLANDS   |  310 CRESTA VISTA 
Fully detached, remodeled single family home with 4 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms + family room in Westwood Highlands. 180 degree 
breathtaking views! 310CrestaVista.com
Offered at $1,298,000  Darin Holwitz 415.577.3348

NEW LISTING

SOLD FOR OVER-ASKING!

CENTRAL RICHMOND  |  731 32ND AVENUE
Hip modern full floor Parkside condo flat with 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths built 
in 2003 remodeled in 2010. One car garage parking and a shared roof 
deck. Building in excellent condition. NewListing94121.com 
Offered at $1,695,000  Robert Moffatt 415.722.4038

SOLD

LOCAL EXPERTISE. GLOBAL REACH.

TWIN PEAKS   |  436 CORBETT AVENUE
Wonderful 2BD/1BA view home in Twin peaks! A large garage, 
comfortable layout, and huge yard with possible expansion potential 
complete this home that is close to HWY 101/280, shopping, and world 
class restaurants! 436Corbett.com 
Offered at TBD  Jeff Salgado 415.296.2188 or 415.505.4866

NEW LISTING

GLEN PARK  |  221 CHENERY
Classic Victorian! Outstanding Location! 3 Bedrooms, 1 Bath, Big Eat in 
Kitchen, Hardwood Floors, Large Yard, Huge Garage, Close to BART & 
Freeways. 221Chenery.com
Offered at $895,000  Howard Reinstein 415.296.2105

NEW LISTING

INNER SUNSET   |  1260-1262 11TH AVENUE
Spectacular 2 unit investment building in the heart of the inner sunset. 
Both units are 3BD/1BA and one is delivered vacant. There is a studio 
sized bonus living space at the back of the property that is also 
delivered vacant. InnerSunsetUnits.com Offered at TBD  
Howard Reinstein 415.296.2105 Jeff Salgado 415.296.2188
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McGuire
Real Estate
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NOE VALLEY   |  965 ALVARADO 
Panoramic city, East Bay & Bay views. Remodeled 1 bedroom, 1 bathroom, 
1-car parking. Storage, shared laundry. Easy commute access.
Offered at $595,000  Mona Skager 415.203.0462 

NEW LISTING

SOLD

SUNNYSIDE   |  335 STAPLES AVENUE
Remodeled 1931 Sunnyside Marina style home. Lower level added with 
permit. Open floor plan with chef’s kitchen, living room with fireplace 
& dining area. High-end remodel with new appliances, windows & 
hardwood laminate floors. The main level also includes 2  bedrooms & 
bathroom with radiant heat. Downstairs are two bedrooms, full bathroom, 
office/laundry nooks, garage & south facing yard. Close to Glen Park 
village, BART, Ocean Ave, Whole Foods & MUNI. Walk to Monterey Blvd, 
Safeway, restaurants, schools & park. Easy freeway access. 335Staples.com
Offered at $1,259,000  Darin Holwitz 415.577.3348

NOE VALLEY  |  204A HOFFMAN AVENUE
3 bedrooms, 2.5 bathrooms, two-level house-like flat, in fabulous Noe! 
Gourmet kitchen, center island, open floor plan. Luxury master suite 
with custom closets & bay views! Custom built-ins & hi-tech features, 
maple floors, patios, elevator, Private yard, laundry, garage, Storage! 
Near 24th & tech bus routes. 204AHoffman.com
Offered at $1,750,000  John Asdourian 415.351.4699



40  The Noe Valley Voice • June 2015

An amazing opportunity to own an excellently maintained, income-generating building in heart of downtown Noe Valley. This two-unit, mixed-use 
building is excellent for an investor, ideal for a hands-on business owner, or residential buyer who wants great rental income. Recent renovations 
include over $1m in seismic upgrades, updated plumbing, and electrical systems. Seller has installed extensive sound buffering for quiet and 
privacy of the residential unit above. The commercial tenant, Contigo, is a popular and successful restaurant.

dpaul brown  |  415.706.6684          

1320-1324 Castro Street        O�ered at $2,350,000

I needed a change of scenery.
Paragon is with you as you move  
through life�s stages & places. PARAGON-RE.COM

R E S I D E N T I A L      C O M M E R C I A L      I N V E S T M E N T  P R O P E R T I E S      L E A S I N G

David Nelson  |  415.652.1963 www.1320-1324Castro.com

Quintessential Two-Unit $1,675,000
K. McLeod & Ric Roc 415.305.3049

Top-Floor Condo $1,199,000
Stuart Wilson 415.509.7862

Condo in the Heart of Noe $899,000
Pete Brannigan              415.990.9908


